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TEXT A

Wonders of the Future

1 Scientists think that wonderful things may come true in the future.
Some of the wonders are almost ready to come true now. Others won’t
come true, we think, until a long time from now. But what are some of
the wonders that may come true in the future?

2 At the docks you step into a shiny metal submarine that is shaped
like a shark. Down slides the submarine—Ilike a shark diving. Deeper
and deeper under the water, you have fun looking out of the window at
the sights on the bottom of the ocean. You see strange fish and
underwater mountains, cliffs, and valleys. But more than that—hotels
and mining camps and farms and factories!

3 Huge rocket liners take you into space to visit the Moon Camp.
You walk around on the moon in a special moon suit. You visit an
observatory where a giant telescope looks far into space—farther than

anyone has ever been able to see from Earth. You go deep down into
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one of the moon mines. After you have visited the moon, you visit the
Mars Colony and the Venus Exploration Outpost.

4  What about highways in the future? Well, a very small child
probably will be able to drive a car. Nobody will need to steer.
Electric signals will hold each car on the right road to get wherever the
“driver” wants to go. And it probably will be impossible for cars to
smash together. Controls that won’t even have to be touched will make
all speeding cars miss each other or will put on the brake. Driving by
car will be as safe as being at home. Bicycles and perhaps skates may
be run by jet power, and a new thing to ride may be a small flying
saucer. Imagine a race between them!

5 Scientists of the future will almost certainly find other ways to
make life last longer. They probably will find cures for most diseases.
Hospitals will probably have “body banks” that can give you almost
any new part you need to keep on living. People of the future may live
to be a lot older than 100 years.

6 But maybe the most wonderful surprise in the future will be
weather control. Cities may have giant plastic domes over them to keep
out snow, rain, or storms. When you plan a picnic in a park, you
won’t have to worry about rain. It will rain only when the
“weatherman” thinks it is needed to freshen the air inside the city.
All other days will be fair and warm.

7 The future should be a wonderful time in which to live. Future
means a time is not here. It can be a short time from now or a long
time from now. But the time you are living in now was also “a
wonderful future” to the people who lived 100 years ago.

New Words

wonder /'wanda/ n. Ak

shiny /' faini/ a. INFEH)
submarine /’saAbmariim/ n. K fiE

shape / [eip/ v. fEEA--- TR
shark /faik/ n. b x|

slide /slaid/ ». 53l

sight /sait/ n. (2) R/, NF

underwater /' Andowo:ta/ a. KT
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cliff /klit/ n.
valley /'veeli/ n.
rocket /'rokit/ n.

liner /'laina/ n.

observatory /ab'zavatari/ n.

giant /d3zaint/ a.

telescope /'teliskaup/ n.

colony /'kolani/ n.

exploration / gkspla’reifan/ n.

outpost /"autpaust/ n.
highway /"haiwei/ n.
steer /stia/ v.

signal /’signal/ n. -
smash /smee[/\v.
brake /breik/ n.

jet /dzet/ n.

saucer /'s01s9/ n.
cure /kjua/ n.

plastic /'plestik/ a.

weatherman /'wedoman / n.

dome /doum/ n.
freshen /'frefn/ v.

come true
put on

keep out

Mars /maq:z/
Venus /'viinas/

I . Decide whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F) according to
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the passage.

( ) 1. Scientists know for sure that all wonderful things may come true in the
future.

( )2. The first three paragraphs provide us examples of going down in the
water, deep under the ground, and up to space.

( )3. 1t is implied that cars will be conducted by computers and even
children will be capable drivers.

( )4. Body banks and weather control are cases of man-made wonders.

( )5. Future is the time dreamed of merely by those who are living in today.

. Choose the best answers according to the passage.

1. The number of the chief wonders suggested in the passage that may come true is

A. seven B. eight C. nine D. five .
2. Deep in the ocean, you in the shiny metal submarine.
A. can see some sharks diving
B. can see nothing but strange fish
C. can see some big hotels and farms
D. can have fun seeing the sights
3. Which of the following is NOT an imaginative residential place to live in?
A. Moon Camp. B. Mars Colony.
C. Venus Exploration Outpost. D. Body banks.

4. It will be probably impossible for cars to knock against each other because

A. cars run too fast to smash together
B. automatic controls will help drivers
C. many more kinds of vehicles will be used
D. cars will be equipped with excellent brakes
5. The author regards as the most surprising thing in the future.

A. submarine B. rocket liner C. highways D. weather control

. Complete the outline with the information from the passage.
1. Introduction ( Para. 1)
is a time full of .
2. Wonders of the future ( Paras. 2 -6 )
1) may carry people down in the ocean.
2) may take people up into
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3) Cars may not need

4) Bicycles and skates may

5) may be a new type of vehicles.

6) Cures and “body banks” may help people live older

7) may keep cities out of bad weather.

8) The may ensure fine and pleasant days.
3. Conclusion ( Para. 7 )

and are relative.

IV. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the form

where necessary.

wonder steer smash shape put on
giant cure freshen come true keep out
1. These species of birds are capable of their nests from mud and
sticks under the roof of the houses.
2. The Great Wall is one of the most amazing artificial in the world.
3. The old poor woman asked me to shut the windows in order to the
cold.

4. The polluted air makes us almost choking. We must take some steps to

our atmosphere from now on.

5. It’s said that rest in bed can a cold, which he doesn’t believe at
all.

6. Don’t miss this rare opportunity! The packet gives you more for
less money !

7. Your dream may as long as you can take the chance and try your
best.

8. Are you scared in the dark? the lights and you will see the

monsters are just your imaginations.

9. Missing our route in the desert, we the caravan ( KZEF %)
towards the sun.

10. The speeding car was out of control and eventually into a

billboard.

V. Find the appropriate meaning for each of the underlined words in the sentences
given.

1.slide 1) to go smoothly over a surface
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2)to go slowly and unnoticed
3)a track or apparatus for sliding down
4)a downward turn; fall
( ) A. Marianna slid out of the room when the party was going on and no
one paid attention to her.
( ) B. The public appeal that some steps must be taken to stop the slide in
living standards
2. mine 1) a hole made in the earth to get coal, mineral ores, etc.
2) an explosive device placed in the ground or in the water that explodes
when it is touched
3) to dig (for coal, ores, etc. ) from the ground
4) to make tunnels in the earth under
( ) A. Parties of soldiers worked day and night until they had mined the
walls of the castle.
( ) B. During the course to the destination( H fJ ), one of the lorries
(%% %) was destroyed by a buried mine.
3.camp 1) a place where people live in tents or huts for a time
2) a number of people with the same ideas
3) to sleep outdoors in a tent
4) done in exaggerated way for effect
( ) A. You and I belong to different political camps. Talking about other
things might be convenient for both of us.
( ) B. He still likes the cinema films he liked as a child; then he thought
they were good; now he thinks they are camp.
4. cure 1) to bring ( a person ) back to health
2) to remove ( something bad )
3) a course of medical treatment

4) something that cures something bad

( ) A. At present there seems no cure for rising prices and falling living
standards.
( ) B. People are looking forward to the government’s new policy of curing

the problem of unemployn:ut.
5.fair 1) free from dishonesty or injustice
2) fairly good, large, fine, etc.
3) ( of the weather ) pleasant ; favorable
4) a large-scale exhibition of commercial and industrial goods

( ) A.It’s as clear as crystal to all of us: Any kind of competition should
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VI

. But the time you are living in now was also

be fair, and any kinds of dishonesty should be abolished.
( ) B. There were so many people attending the International Fair to see

the high-tech products.

. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

L

At the docks you step into a shiny metal submarine that is shaped like a shark.

Down slides the submarine—Tlike a shark diving.

. You visit an observatory where a giant telescope looks far into space—farther

than anyone has ever been able to see from Earth.

. Controls that won’t even have to be touched will make all speeding cars miss

each other or will put on the brake. Driving by car will be as safe as being at
home.

. They probably will find cures for most diseases. Hospitals will probably have

“body banks™ that can give you almost any new part you need to keep on
living.

. It will rain only when the “weatherman” thinks it is needed to freshen the air

inside the city. All other days will be fair and warm.

‘

‘a wonderful future” to the people
who lived 100 years ago.

Translate the following sentences into English.

L BATAEEE S BHE AR, XA FT B F R ANDR SRRk

2. BUREI AR SE B AR R ” REFEFRA 1B R A A7 i L I B SE

3.

HALKHE S C L RABHTREIE, A AN TR R SE -

4. Hlas AFIe iR AL A9 308 TR SR AR A 15 B AR,

5. TR IT AR AR A B T RHATEF 257 , B 6 % &k,

6. FAMERAN, Rt A sCBEA A BAR TS5 183t
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TEXT B

A View of Tomorrow

I There are three outstanding scientific changes which, I believe,
will dominate the next fifty years. One is a change in the use of
energy, set in motion by the discovery that men tap the energy in the
atomic nucleus. The second is a change in the control of energy,
precipitated by the development of those electronic devices that go
under the general name of automation. And the third is what I call the
biological revolution—the discovery, still unfamiliar to us, that men
can remake their biological environment.

2 An important effect of the coming of nuclear energy is to increase
the amount of energy at the command of men. But this is not the most
important . What is most important is that energy will be more properly
distributed in the future. We can count on finding a fine standard of
living in food as well as in energy, for all the people who will be alive
fifty years from now.

3 Automation, too, will greatly influence life in the next fifty years.
In one sense, an automatic machine is still a machine, and automation
is no more than the logical use of machines. Machines were invented

that could mimic those actions which a man must carry out laboriously
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and monotonously, time and time again, in order to finish a piece of
work. But only in recent years have we come to see that any repetitive
task is really best handled by a machine. This is the real nature of
automation ; the discovery that repetition is a machine task.

4  The social implications of such automation are profound; they will
shape the community of the future, I believe that the combined effect
of nuclear energy and of automation will be to revolutionize the way in
which men run their industries. Automation and nuclear energy will
provide the means to create a social revolution: to create lively and
efficient small communities that can hold their own in the industrial
world. The small town of the future can be as well equipped,
physically and intellectually, as the largest modern city.

5  The third fundamental change that will shape the future is what I
have called the biological revolution. We are just beginning to learn
that we can mold our influential environment as well as our physical
one, during the most influential work in science. There is the practical
progress in the attack on organisms that damage us—from the pests
that damage our food supply to the microbes that invade our bodies.
And we should pay tribute to the searching work being done in the
study of biological processes on the smallest, molecular scale. This
has already given us a new understanding of the nature and dynamics
of life. In the long run this fundamental knowledge may have the

greatest effects of all in medicine.

New Words

outstanding /aut’steendin)/ a.
scientific /sain'tifik/ a.
dominate /'domineit/ v.
motion /'maufn/ n.

tap /tep/ v.

atomic /9'tomik/ a.

nucleus /'njuzklias/ n.
precipitate /pri’sipiteit/ v.
electronic /ilek tronik/ a.
device /di'vais/ n.

automation /9:t3 meifn/ n.

BEN
FHEHY
b, FE
B3]

ik
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¥+ ( & nuclei /'njuzklijai/)
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