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Comparably with Robertson’s ‘glocalization’ , Mimi Sheller and John Urry see that
‘All the world seems to be on the move’ (Sheller and Urry, 2006: 207, also see Urry,
2000) and then propose a ‘Mobilities Paradigm’ for the traditionally ‘static’ social
sciences they identify. This paradigm, as they present it, is ‘aimed at going beyond
the imagery of “terrains” as spatially fixed geographical containers for social processes,
and calling into question scalar logics such as local/global as descriptors of regional
extent’ (209) . However, it is not ‘simply a claim that nation—state sovereignty has
been replaced by a single system of mobile power, of “empire” . a “smooth world” ,
deterritorialised and decentred, without a centre of power, with no fixed boundaries or
barriers’ (209) as imagined by Hardt and Negri (2000) . The philosophical implication
of this paradigm of sociology is to break a sedentarism loosely derived from the
philosopher Heidegger who locates dwelling (wohnen) place ‘as the fundamental basis of
human identity and experience and as the basic units of social research human identity”
(208—209) , simply put, the subject, or broadly, the modernity, which is based upon
‘place’ , is coming to its demise. In a global context of, say, ‘mobilities’ , or the
‘liquid modernity’ (Bauman, 2000) , or, in a ‘globalization’ ‘on the move’ as said
previously, a sociologist can no longer speak only of the local, nor can s/he replace
the local with the global, the dialectic of which indicates a philosophical question of
universality and particularity reified in any specific instance.
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