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Dedication to the Land and People of Henan Province
—In Memory of Mao Jizhou, a Mapping Expert

(In Lieu of Preface)

In the Institute of Geography, Henan Academy of Sciences and Planning Economic
Committee, a staunch research group is found with Mao Jizhou, Zhang Tianzhen, as its
core. For many years, Mao and Zhang, with their colleagues made pains—taking work,
pressing forward wave upon wave in mapping field. They dedicated all their energy, intelli-
gence, their youth and even entire life to the land and people of Henan Province. In 1990,
their great work € Atlas of Agricultural Resources and Regionalization of Henan
Province) came to the world in both Chinese and English two languages. And in 1992, the
world is to see the publication of a collection of scientific treatises and reports on the atlas,
which includes many elegant maps. In the collection, the technical experience is
summarised, theoretical approaches are studied, thus a series of work is completed. Their
work will surely benefit both practice in agricultural production and development of
cartographic science. Their punctiliousness and devotion to their work is really worthy of
the admiration and respect they have received.

I feel honoured to have had the opportunity to write sth. as preface of  Atlas of Agri-
cultural Resources and Regionalization of Henan Province) at the request of the compilers
of the atlas. In the article are stated the characteristics of agricultural resources and
regionalization of the province based on its superior geographical location, which is situat-
ed in Central China plains. Geographically, Henan province is at the transition area and
thus has a great variety of climatic environment. What’s more, Henan is a place that has
long been developed with splendid modern acheivements. The compilation of the complex
agricultural atlas is arduous work and correspondingly is of great social and economic ben-
efits,

But unfortunatly, the chief compiler of the atlas, Mao Jizhou passed away not long af-
ter the publication of the atlas, parting forever from his colleagues with whom he worked
together for decades, and leaving his beloved work of cartographic research and compila-
tion to his fellow workers. Therefore work of technical summary of the atlas falls on the
shoulders of his comrade—in—arms Zhang Tianzhen and other men. Now Zhang Tianzhen
and his colleagues, with great grief for Mao’s death in their hearts, have written over 20
treatises and collected Mao Jizhou’s concerning posthumous manuscripts, which are to be
put in the treatise collection mentioned above. In doing so, they present Mao Jizhou and
their best commemoration and sincere friendship. Mao Jizhou, the staunch devotee of his
work would feel gratified in the nether regions.
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Mao Jizhou devoted all of his talent, wisdom and creativeness without any reserve to
the land and people of Henan Province, to work of geographical and cartographic science
of the country, He worked conscientiously day and night, living a simple and plain life
without any pretension. He closely linked his work to the need of local construction and ag-
ricultural production of the time, especially in agricultural mapping, by designing a series of
elaborate maps of the kind, many of which have long been regarded as paragons in the
.cartographic world. His work bas abtained universal appreciation and social recogniton.
For instance, in accordance with his proposal, Henan Institute of Geography compiled and
published € Atlas of Irrigation of Xinxang District), < Complete Map of Dabie Mountain
Areas)» | which is for the purpose to help the old liberated areas to develop economy. In
1980’s they compiled « Map of Distribution of local and Special Products of Henan Prov-
ince® , which is an aid to the development of Henan'’s foreign trade. All of the atlas and
maps are of great success. And in many map exhibitions, the maps won a lot of praises. His
treatises, which are from practice, are full of creative ideas and are admired by his fellow
men in the mapping circle. Mao Jizhou also played an active part in work of academic or-
ganizations, which were not limited in the mapping world. At his initiation, a new Journal
with its own creative characteristics € Areal Study and Development) came into being. He
also compiled and published « List of Chinese Geographical publications) , in the name of
Geography Society of China. He was also a patron of the academic activities of the profes-
sional committee of « Cartography and GIS)» . He enpyed high reputation among people
of his profession at home and abroad. Not long ago, he consulted with me a number of
times about how to establish GIS in Henan Province so as to better combine cartography
with remote sensing application and to provide Henan'’s geography construction with more
information service. But it’s really no easy job to initiate a pioneering work, especially to
compile and publish large and comprehensive atlases, which involves much meticulous
work. Due to too much pains—taking work Mao Jizhou fell ill. But he never ceased to work
until he had no energy left. Even in his last days when his liver cancer was threatening his
survival, he still worked whole heartedly without any hesilation, going to Shanghai Printing
House personally in order to urge the earlier publication of the atlas in high quality. He has
given his all to his work and thus to the land and people of the province. He is worthy of
the name of another Jiao yulu, a well-known county Party secretary, who devoted all his
life to his people and has long been regarded as a shining example for all communists.

We feel deeply sorry for the death of Mao Jizhou, our~staunch and hard—working
comrade—in—arms. But what makes us relieved is that we have Zhang Tianzhen, Fu
Anliang, his intimate colleagues, who are determined to carry on and push forward
Henan’s geography constructian and geographic and cartographic science with all their en-
ergy and wisdom. The publication of the treatise collection  Compilation Practice and Re-
search of the Atlas of Agricultural Resources and Regionalization) is a reflection of this
valuble spirit. Here when the book is published, I feel greatly honoured to write a few
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words above in memory of Comrade Mao Jizhou to show my respect for him.,

Chen Shupeng
Director of Geography society of China
Middl Spring, 1992
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Foreword

Under the supervision of Office of Agricultural Regionalization Committee of Henan
Province, « Atlas of Agricultural Resources and Regionalization of Henan Province) is
accomplished in 1990, with Institute of Geography of Henan as the chief editorial unit,
which is subordinate to Henan Academy of Sciences and Planning Economic Committee of
Henan Province, and is published by Publishing House of Surveying and Mapping in the
same year. More than 10 other units are involved in the work besides Institute of Geogra-
phy of Henan Province, the chief editing unit. The atlas is a crystallization of collective wis-
dom and collaboration of over 40 experts, scholars and scientific and technical workers,
who worked together for 4 long years.

The atlas is a large provincial complex agricultural atlas, with 180 various maps in it.
The maps in the atlas are grouped in 7 parts in accordance with the characteristics of agri-
cultural production and the aim of serving the economic and productive practice with scien-
tific research products. They are: preludial maps, maps of ecological conditions of agricul-
ture, maps of natural resources of agriculture, maps of technical conditions of agriculture,
maps of economic features of agriculture, maps of agricultural production sectors, maps of
agricultural regionalization. Agronomy, geography, cartography and theory of agricultural
regionalization are integrated as the theoretical basis for the compilation of the atlas. And
with system theory, cartographic information theory, cartographic communication theory,
cartographic experiences theory, cartographic modelling theory and cartographic semiology
and so forth as theoretical guidance, the grand complex cartographic pro gct is completed
with the combined approach of remote sensing, computer aid and conventional mapping
techniques.

In the atlas are systematically reflected the natural, economical and technological con-
ditions of agricultural production in the province, the resources types and distribution pat-
terns, agricultural production sectors and industrial structure and the great achievements in
agriculture of the province in the past 40 years, especially the series of research products of
the past decade in the survey of agricultural resources, agricultural regionalization and va-
rious monographic studies in agriculture, And in the compilation a lot of research achieve-
ments and useful information in the relating sub gcts that benefits the atlas is employed.
Based on the principle of absorbing the essence and profound views of different schools of
thought, opinions and suggestions are also collected of experts of wide range in agronomy,
geography, cartography and agricultural regionalization for the compilation of the atlas.
And in oder to abtain sufficient proofs for the feasibility of the atlas, many discussions are
held on the overall planning, thus a brand new structure pattern for agricultural atlas
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comes into being, which differs greatly from the conventional ones. Therefore the atlas ac-
cords better with the actual situation of Henan’s agriculture in its scientificness and
practicalness of the contents, topic—selecting and structure system.

Practice— understanding—summarising—practice again and then another circle goes
on from a new basis. The process goes on and on and never ceases. That is the course of
understanding in scientific research, which conforms to the dialectical materialist theory of
knowledge. The purpose of summarising is only for heightening the rational understanding
and thus to bring the following practice to a higher level. In this way, the discipline is fur-
ther developed and finally the productive forces are benefited. Just for this purpose, the en-
tire process of the designing, compiling and printing of the atlas is academically
summarised. But unfortunatly, Professor Mao Jizhou the chief compiler of the atlas, fell ill
with too much hard work not long after the summarising work started, and died on Jan. 12,
1992 after all possible means of medical treatment was tried. His death is a big loss to his
cartography group and to the institute as well. All his colleagues and fellow workers fall in
deep sorrow for losing such a good practicer and leader in the research work. Now the grief
for his death in the hearts of his colleagues is being turned into a motive force to carry on
his unfinished work. The compilation and publication of « Study on the Compilation of
Atlas of Agricultural Resources and Regionalization of Henan Province) is to carry out
Mao Jizhou’s last will. The treatises collected in the book are examined and finalized hy
Zhang Tianzhen, associate professor and first editor—in—chief, who also annotated the key
words and technical terms in English, During the course of the compilation of the book,
many experts and scholars, some of whom are makers of the maps in the atlas, provided
their theses, thus making the book richer in scientific contents and more academically valu-
able. Mr. Yang Guoyu, at the request of the editors, translated the preface and foreword in-
to English and examind and revised all the English abstracts. Here we extend our heartfelt
thanks to them all.

What's paticularly noted here is Professor Chen Shupeng, the well-known expert in
geography, cartography, application of remote sensing and geographic information system,
who is member of the Division of Earth Science, Academia Sinica, wrote preface for the
book in spite of his daily pressing affairs. And Professors Wu zhongxing, Lu Shufen and
Liao Ke, who are all famous experts in cartography wrote respectively comments on the
book. We sincerely cherish gratitude for their encouragement, support and fosterage to us.

On the occasion of the publication of the book, we extend once more our sincere
thanks to all the persons and units that offord their valuable help to the compilation and
publication of the book, especially to the experts of the advisory group, the Office of Agri-
cultural Regionalization Committee, which is the supervisor of the atlas, Shanghai
Zhonghua Printing House — printer of the atlas and the book, the Survey Publishing House
—publisher of the atlas and the book.

Due to our limited academic knowledge and unsufficient time, mistakes and errors are



inevitably to be found. So all criticisms and corrections are welcome,
Editor—in—chief

Zhang Tianzhen
March 20, 1992
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