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Preface

Good luck and auspiciousness is the permanent pursuit of the human society. Our forefathers
of remote antiquity anticipated to bring good luck to themselves by copying and painting the lucky
objects long before they invented the written language. An ivory ornament featuring twin birds
facing the Sun incised in intaglio unearthed in the Hemudu Culture of Zhejiang 7,000 years ago
clearly embodied the significance of auspiciousness and ushered in the popular auspicious patterns
of “twin phoenixes facing the Sun” in the later generations. Since the invention of the written
language, auspiciousness seemed to have become a culture penetrating into politics, economy,
military, culture and social life, affecting people’s behaviors and daily activities. In 1995, a bright-
colored tapestry satin with the characters of “Wu Xing Chu Dong Fang Li Zhong Guo”, meaning
“five stars rising in the East and Benefitting China™ on the background of the auspicious patterns of
peacocks, cranes, Bixie legendary dragons, tigers, stars and clouds was unearthed at a tomb during
the Eastern Han and the Wei and Jin Periods (25-420) in the Remains of Niya, Minfeng County,
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. The ancient people held an idea that “auspicious things
show themselves™ and they made decisions by observing the astronomical phenomena, therefore,
the phenomenon of “five stars rising in the East” would benefit China (geographically referring
to the governance of the Han Nationality in Central Plains) in making some big decisions, e.g.
military operations. Indeed, the astronomical maps were popular decorations on the tapestry satins,
lacquer wares, porcelain wares and even on the domes of tombs in the Han Dynasty (202BC-
220). Meanwhile, the developments in ideology, philosophy, culture and religion also had impacts
on the culture of auspiciousness and displayed unique features in different times, e.g. myths and
legends in the Pre-Qin Period (before 221BC), the thoughts of Emperor Huang and Lao Zi in
the Qin, Han and Six Dynasties Periods (221BC-end of 6" Century), foreign culture and literati
temperament of the Tang, Song and Yuan Periods (618-1368), folk culture of the Ming and Qing
Dynasties (1368-1911). These features with distinct time characteristics converged into the culture
of auspiciousness, not only pleasing people’s aesthetic senses, but comforting people’s psychology
and mentality.

China, a country with a time-honored history and a profound culture of auspiciousness, has
given birth to a multitude of auspicious antiques of different patterns or antiques with diversified

auspicious patterns. The antiques embodying the good luck and auspiciousness listed in this



catalogue are all housed in Shaoxing Hall of Hanyue, Zhejiang, a private enterprise of antique
collection established in 1992. Mr. Wang Yongliang, owner of Shaoxing Hall of Hanyue, had many
honors and titles: one of 3" National Excellent Young Entrepreneurs, deputy director of Chinese
Young Entrepreneurs’ Association, National Model Worker (conferred by the State Council in
1994), one of the Top Ten Excellent Youths of Zhejiang Province, one of the Chinese Top Ten
Excellént Youths. While pursuing his careers in textiles industry, he applied for the establishment
of Shaoxing Yuezhou Textiles Museum, one of the first private museums in Zhejiang after the
adoption of the reform and opening policies. At present, Shaoxing Hall of Hanyue collects 30,000-
odd antiques of different materials, including brocades, embroideries, wooden wares, jade objects,
copper wares, miscellaneous objects and the antiques relating the culture of the Orchid Pavilion.
The book: Good Luck and Auspiciousness, with a selection of 122 antiques and 21 ruyi ornaments
with the meaning of auspiciousness, hopes to provide the people with an understanding of the
profound Chinese culture of auspiciousness; on the other, wishes the readers good luck and
auspiciousness in the new year of 2013. In addition, the exhibition with the same name will unfold
itself on 18" January, 2013 in Gushan Branch, Zhejiang Provincial Museum. May the readers enjoy

the culture of auspiciousness in the lucky first month of the New Year.

Chen Hao
Curator of Zhejiang Provincial Museum

January 2013
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