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Machine Habiter
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"A house is a machine for living in"
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Machine Habiter

In the recent ten years or so, there is a dramatic development of the
industry of real estate in Chinese mainland and Hong Kong, Macau and
Taiwan regions. From the theoretical prints in the early time to the present
"on the spot" show flats, it really brings consumers a real feeling. Apart
from the fact that show flats offer general consumers with a property—
shopping experience that is completely different from that of the past, the
professional architects, designers and constructors are in a better position
to express new ideas and new attitudes toward life through the show flats.
The influence is not only reflected in the sales of real estates, but also
in the positive significance in social instruction. And at the same time, it
inspires more and more designing practitioners to improve their skills and
create better living spaces.

Of course, with the advancement of information and the upgrading of
living standard, consumers' expectations for "living" are not only a shelter
as a protection from wind and rain, nor simply the basic facilities of "three
bedrooms, one living room and one dining room". In the face of the various
commercial residential housing and the dazzling show flats, people begin
to fancy diversified living spaces. Some expect European style; some
prefer Zen style; some are in favor of minimalist style, while some do not
have any ideas. Therefore, real estates shoppers begin to line up to
replicate their own dreaming residences according to the types of show
flats, but unfortunately, they neglect their personal life attitudes.

While on the other hand,

Confronting the more and more competitive real estate market, in order
to create more advantages for their own products, real estate developers
and land agents invite architects and designers to design show flats, and
hope that shoppers can find their dreaming residences through show
flats, and therefore their desires for property shopping. While at the same
time, by taking advantage of show flats to declare the orientations in
market of their own products, some real estate developers and land
agents appeal for high—profiled luxury; some place emphasis on low—
profiled simplicity; and some advocate both low—profile and luxury. As a
result, there are a variety of schools, and they are competing against
each other. It seems that as long as there is a show flat designed by a
famous designer, their products will be guaranteed with a good sales
figure, which, however, results in the neglect to products themselves.
Nevertheless, when it comes to architects and designers, it seems to be
stepping on a stage to fully show their designing competence through
show flats. During the process of this flamboyant competition, however,

it is likely to run into over—decoration and lose profound thinking on the
essentials of design.

"A house is a machine for living in"

Eighty six years ago, just before the great economic recession, Le
Corbusier put this point of view forward. Taking a comparison at today's
environment, the whole world has undergone financial storm,
unemployment and debts, as well as the downturn of the consumption
market in 2008. Due to this condition, the livelihood of many families is
badly disturbed. In addition to the counterattack of nature, such as
hurricanes, floods and earthquakes, countless lives and families are
destroyed. As a designing practitioner, | have to reexamine this well—-
known saying of the master. | can not help wondering whether architects
and designers have over designed; whether builders and developers
have overdeveloped; and whether consumers have excessively consumed,
and additionally, especially in such an age in which the resources are
limited and the earth is experiencing a severe green—house effect, whether
we are supposed to return to the fundamental situation. What's more,
from the perspective of the coexistence of human with the environment,
apart from the flamboyant show flats, | have to wonder whether we can
provide people with sustainable residences that are more energy—saving,
more environmental—friendly, more adaptable to live and have minimum
influence on environment.

AWS Design
Zhao Zhongren
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. — /Preface Two

This book is a collection of excellent projects of the designers of show
flats in China, which provides a platform for the communication for designers
who deal with the designing of show flats, and at the same time it becomes
a good promoter for the new concepts and new ideas concerning the
designing of show flats.

The original intention of the launch of show flats is to improve and to serve
as a package for the sales of real estate. In the past ten years or so, the
show flat itself has surpassed its original definition. What it shows is not
only the appearance and class of a building, but a lifestyle of a particular
region, and what's more, it conveys a more healthy life concept.

To design a show flat, the first step is to know the developer's orientation
of the real estate and the regional advantage of the location of the real
estate. From the planning of space to the choice of materials, and the
design style of the whole project, the design of the interior space has to
echo with the unique style of the building to achieve a mutual harmony
of both the interior and exterior spaces. In the designing of the overall
show flat, the appliance of new techniques is absolutely necessary. But
what is more important is to have a profound understanding of the humane
culture of the city that the real estate is located in. In the designing of the
show flats, more focus is given to the display of the humane characteristics
and pursuit of life of the real estate areas, and to the creation of details
and the satisfaction of functionality. It can be said that show flat is a kind
of spatial expression of life attitudes that owned by the cities where the
real estate is located in. What is expressed in the space is not only the
comfortable spatial environment and rhythmical spatial atmosphere. More
importantly, it delivers a healthy and scientific life attitude, and at the same
time, it reveals the local people's rosy pursuit of a-high—quality residential
life to the utmost.

Liking Decoration Design Company Ltd., Shantou
Ray
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Thoughts on the Design of Show Flats

Some people say that show flats are the presentations of the real estates,
which will affect the results of sales of the houses. From the perspective
of sales, there are two tendencies in the forms of performance of the
present show flats designing: one tendency is to be close to a sense of
reality, and the other one is to be close to a sense of virtual reality. The
so—called being close to a sense of reality mainly lies in accurately showing
the plan layout of the original architectural design. That is to say, there
is little structural reconstruction, and the original walls and columns are
maintained. In terms of the expression of function, it tends more to be
practical, while in terms of styles, it tends more to simplicity and low profile,
and is against the excessive addition to decorative design. Being close
to the sense of virtual reality, however, it means a sense of super—realism
that never existed before. For example, the exotic sense (such as the
Mediterranean and British styles) is much stronger, and the sense of
futurism (the abundant appliance of reflective materials which were popular

in the previous period), and even the sense of fairy tale is more exaggerated. -

Those who support the design of show flats coming close to the sense
of reality believe that the domestic architectural design has inclined to
be mature, and does not need the bold and resolute interposition of the
interior design. Furthermore, customers' judgments are increasingly
canny. They prefer to take practicality as the main measurement of
comparing while visiting, and do not want to see an unreal and exaggerating
show flat. The decoration that makes excessive changes to the original
layout of the show flat will lead to a bad direction for the owner, and will
cause trouble for the future estate management. It is similar to the reasons
for the popularity of simplicity, because in such an age of having highly
pervasive information, people do not like to have too many decorations
to bother their minds. There is a commonality in styles between the local
aesthetic value systems and "minimalism". For example, all through the
ages, the Chinese ancient architectures place focus on the unification
of forms and contents (such as the suspension structure of the wood
beam-column).

In contrast, those who advocate that the design of show flats should come
close to the sense of virtual reality believe that the current domestic
architectural design is far to be sophisticated, which leaves a rather large
gap between the needs for practical and reasonable appliances. In addition
to that, the interior decoration is supposed to improve and dig more
potential charm of the space. These advocators believe that most
customers have surpassed the practical dimension. A case in point is
that when the residence is rather large (say one hundred and fifty square

meters), while there are not many members to use the resources in the
family. Such customers pursue a more personalized design. Furthermore,
customers are living in extremely abominable architectural exterior
environment, so they are not free or self-confident. As a consequence,
we are more supposed to create a dream and provide them with a kind
of possibility: ah, | can live such a life. In this case, virtual and fresh things
can better satisfy their expectations for seeking novelty. Moreover,
customers are not so sharp-sighted to a highly strong spatial concept,
and the main purpose of show flats is to stimulate customers to visit, and
to promote sales. Realities, to some degree, can not be taken into
consideration. Show flats are not realistic in the fundamental basis, for
the reason that their users are unknown and virtual, not to mention that
"being virtual" in itself is one of the real needs of real customers.
Currently, the consumption group in the second and third class cities in
China tend more to be close to the design with a sense of virtual reality
( but certainly it is not absolute at all), and what visitors in these cities
expect is mainly sensory stimulation. It can not return to the rational show
flat design which is close to the sense of reality until people suffer a
gradual visual fatigue after several years of visual stimulation. This is the
style that is popular in the first class cities such as Beijing and Shanghai,
and that is the standard of being low—profile, precise and practical.

On the whole, the incline to the sense of reality or virtual reality depends
on how the local real estate developers and sales representative companies
want to face the consumers, and the market orientations of the projects
in the conditions of the specific operation, as well as how the local real
estate developers and sales representative companies to adjust the
measurement in the specific operation.

Shenyang Yigong Interior Design Institute
Jiams Wang
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Lin's Residence, Banqiao
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> At the beginning of design, the building's owner proposed the
idea of using the colors of white and black and modern simple style
as the basic tone. The contrast of white and black is shown at different
proportions in different rooms. Large pieces of black wooden floor
boards with straight strips extend from the window side into the inner
room, which makes the common room appeal very sober and peaceful.
The sober and quiet wood black in the living roem and the smooth
reflective black glass in the dining room take on a modern and luxurious
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atmosphere. In contrast, the master bedroom uses white color as
the main tone. The design for smaller room going with reflective
materials is continually adopted to show the scene of rich depth and
different room levels, which displays visual and space enlargement
effects. At the same time, it also increases natural chance of mutual
communication among the family members, and thus promotes their
communication.
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The Zhan's Residence
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> The owners of this project are a young couple with a child.
Consequently, the plan design should be focused on privacy and the
interactive character of the child. Though the space is not very large,
each area is embedded with intensive privacy. The whole space uses
a lot of dark stones and light wood floorings to demonstrate a simple
but cozy atmosphere, and the distinctive design of furniture further
enriches the visual effect of the space. One half of the large wall
cupboard at the doorway is for shoes, and the other half is for the
display of the host's monuments, so it meets the needs of collection
and storage. The transparent glass partition defines the functions of
each functional area, and owns a broad and comfortable sight. The
automatic floor—to—ceiling rolling curtain can absorb the intensive sun
rays from outside and bring the room soft natural lights.
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