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Unit 1

Text A
Beijing Is Ready

Dialogue 1

A:
B:

A:

Look at Chang’ an Boulevard. It’s terrific!

Isn’t it? It’s so wide, clean, beautifully decorated and brightly
lit.

This reminds me of everything I’ ve experienced these days. The
blue sky, each stone, each piece of grass and the clear water
are all blended to tell of people’s efforts and enthusiasm for the
Games.

Just think about people’s worries about the environment several
years ago.

Beijing has kept her promise.

Yeah. The environment in the vicinity has been greatly improved
due to the efforts of both the government and the people.

Visitors like us are convinced of your determination.

As a matter of fact, great achievements have been made in tree
planting and reducing motor exhausts, as well as making several
green belts around Beijing.

Great achievements.

Also, major investments have been made every year in improv-
ing the city’ s infrastructure and telecommunication systems.

True, we see new stadiums, hotels, the Olympic Games Village

1
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and other places for entertainment. I believe the Olympic Games

in Beijing will be among the best ever.
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Dialogue 2

A:  They say Beijing is a fascinating city.

B True. Beijing has a long history and a splendid culture.

A:  Everything is so fabulous.
B

Yes. Here, the past, present and future are all in one, pre-

sented before your eyes.

=

Visitors are lucky enough to experience everything here. But
what impresses me most is the Chinese people that we meet on
the street. Many of them can understand and speak some Eng-
lish. We really don’t have much trouble in communicating.

B:  That’s because they have undergone language training. All kinds
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of books have been published to meet the demand for this train-
ing. Besides, a large number of volunteers have been enrolled
to help with interpreting.

It’ s a well-thought-out plan. That’ s why Beijing succeeded in
the bid.

Another factor might be that we enjoy a fast-developing econo-
my, which provides a foundation for hosting the Olympic
Games.

Uh-huh.

Also, the success in hosting the other international games has
prepared Beijing for this challenge.

Allow me to share with you my impressions. The Chinese people
are friendly and very fond of sports. But the most important
thing is, both the public and the government back up the host-
ing.

Keen observations. Furthermore, the Chinese people hope to
take the opportunity to promote the friendship with other coun-
tries.

That has been achieved, as far as I can see. With such political
stability, and economic growth, the future for China will be a

bright one.
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Text B
The Olympic Games

In ancient Greece, athletic festivals were very important and had
strong religious associations. The Olympian athletic festival, held ev-
ery four years in honor of Zeus, eventually lost its local character,
became first a national event, and then it became international. No
one knows exactly how far back the Olympic Games go, but some offi-
cial records date from 776 B. C. .

In the early Games, no married woman was admitted even as a
spectator. Slaves, women and dishonored persons were not allowed to
compete. The exact order of events is uncertain, but events included
boy’ s gymnastics, horse-racing, and field events such as discus and
javelin throwing.

The winner of the race enjoyed high honor and his name was given

to the year of his victory. Athletes had to go through the strict disci-
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pline of ten-month training. How can their results be compared with
modern standards, we unfortunately have no means of telling. ,

After an uninterrupted history of almost 1200 years, the Games
were abolished in 394 A.D., because their pagan origin conflicted
with the Christian era.

It was over 1500 years before there was another such international
athletics gathering.

The rise of modern sports inspired the desire of the Greeks to re-
sume the ancient Olympic Games. During 1859—1889, the Greek held
four Olympic Games. In June 1894, the International Olympic Com-
mittee was established in Paris in France. But now, its headquarters
is located in Lausanne in Switzerland. At that time, eight countries
attended the congress. They were the United Kingdom, United
States, Sweden, Spain, Italy, Belgium, Russia and Greece.

The Greek institution was revived in 1896 and the first small meet-
ing took place in Athens. After the 1908 London Olympics, success
was re-established and nations sent their best representatives. In times
of peace, the Games have taken place ever since at four-yearly inter-
vals. In Munich in 1972, huge crowds watched competitors from more
than 120 countries.

Nowadays, each Games are held in a different country. The host
country provides vast facilities, including a stadium, swimming pools
and living accommodation, but competing countries pay their own ath-
letes’ expenses. Athletic contests are still the main feature, but now
many more sports are represented; and the marathon race, which was
initiated in 1896, Is now a celebrated event.

The Olympics start with the arrival in the stadium of a torch, light-
ed on Mount Olympus by the sun’s rays. It is carried by a succession
of runners to the stadium. The torch symbolizes the continuation of the

ancient Greek athletic ideals, and it burns throughout the Games until
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the closing ceremony. The well-known Olympic flag, however, is a

modern conception: the five interlocking rings symbolize the uniting of

all five continents participating in the Games.

Vocabulary

abolish [a'bolif] vt BB (B, HE. JB%)

accommodation [okoma'deifn] n. B8, (FF, iy, WHH) BiE
DL

annually ['znjuali] adv. —F—IK, B4

assortment [9'soiimont] n. 53

athlete ['se6lizt] n. BEE, BHEF

athletic [20'letik] adj. B3

bid [bid] v. &n. B4, B

blend [blend] . &n. B

boulevard [ 'builiva:d] n. <FE>HPEKE

conception [kon'sepfn] n. Wi, #HE

decorate ['dekareit ] v. 24

discipline ['disiplin] n. L8, ¥FF

discus [ 'diskas] n. ByF, #Fekut

eventually [i'ventfuali] adv. ®J5, &F

fabulous [ 'febjulos] adj. AR, EUERFEH

facility [fo'siliti] n. ®&, TE

fascinating [ 'feesineitin ] adj. #AHK, BAH

feat [firt] n. &R, A

gymnastics [d3im'neestiks | n. {k#, hEF

headquarters [hed'kwo:toz]

s

HAER, R

infrastructure ['infrastraktfo] n. R
initiate [i'nifieit] vt. T, k3
interlock [inta'lok] v. HHE B
interval ['intovl] n. [Ekg, BEE
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