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Unit features , N

_—~Grammar is presented in
I clear charts.

-ty

Getting started presents
new grammar in natural
contexts such as articles,
surveys, interviews,
conversations, and
anecdotes.

e P

= > In conversation panels tell
ST T e you about the grammar and
vocabulary that are most
frequent in spoken North
American English.

i
:
&

Figure it out challenges
{Zﬁ Ig) notice how grammar | st s Tallf ahaU{ it encourages you |

- y to discuss interesting questions |

. with your-classmates. - J
Building vocabulary and « | pm Py . e
grammar combines new T i
vocabulary and structures a= o “‘ ._~-Grammar exercises give you
in one presentation, often , " practice with new structures
to teach the grammar of a and opportunities to exchange
particular vocabulary set. : personal information with your
In some units, vocabulary e classmates.
and grammar are presented “"f‘“:'”'":"‘"i’ﬂ“ff\ .
separately. si=== (=== | I~ Speaking and listening skills
/ o o— are often practiced together.
Word sort helps you S—— . RS You listen to a variety of
aparows, 4 Vocabulary notebook Ge! ihis!
organize vocabulary and , IR, Cmmeemens e ) conversations based on real-life
then use it to interact with . language. Tasks include “listen
your classmates. and react” activities. )
iv

ing



Conversation strategy —_|
helps you “manage”
conversations better. In this
lesson, you learn how to
check your understanding
by asking questions in the
form of statements. The

- strategies are based on
examples from the corpus.

Reading has interesting—_
texts from newspapers,
magazines, interviews, and
the Internet. The activities
help you déVelopTeaqgw
skills. i :

B2 e uw,._m-,“.M~~.,~;/

3 Speaking naturally Being sure of checking

S0t o s e

Strategy plus teaches
important words and expressions
for conversation management,
such as using so to start or
close a topic.

)

.- Speaking naturally helps
you understand and use
natural pronunciation and
intonation.

Extrovert o introvet?

. s o st T a5 you he et

.....

g

Vocabulary notebook is
a page of fun activities to \
help you organize and write
down vocabulary.

Word builder activities
give you extra words and
expressions to research
and learn, allowing you to
extend your vocabulary
even more. )

On your own is a practical-T |

task to help you learn
vocabulary outside of class. J‘

Other features

A Touchstone checkpoint
after every three units
reviews grammar,
vocabulary, and
conversation strategies.

D mem—

D 00D WSHk e o casssts’ stk e e sy theis esers

3 Free talk_Pass oo ihe message.
hhhhhh -

Writing tasks include stories,
interview questions, letters,
short articles, and proposals.

Help notes give you
information on things like
punctuation, linking ideas, and
organizing information.

gawmow
" et

papunt gt goden
g mon onom

— Fun facts from the corpus
tell you the most frequent
words and expressions

for different topics.

- Free talk helps you engage
in free conversation with your
classmates.

A Self-study Audio CD/
CD-ROM gives you more
practice with listening,
speaking, and vocabulary

The Class Audio Program
presents the conversations
and listening activities in
natural, lively English.

The Workbook gives you
language practice and extra
reading and writing activities.
Progress checks help you

building.

assess your progress.




Unit 1

Interesting
lives
pages 1-10

Unit 2

Personal
tastes
pages 11-20

Unit 3

World
cultures
pages 21-30

Unit 4

Socializing
pages 33-42

Unit §

Law and
order
pages 43-52

Unit 6

Strange
events
pages 53-62

Functions / Topics

= Ask questions to find
out about someone’s
interests and
background

= Tell interesting stories
about your own life

= Talk about makeovers,
style, and fashion

= Talk about your tastes
in clothes and music

= Talk about aspects of
your culture

= Talk about manners,
customs, and culturally
appropriate behavior

Touchstone checkpoint Units 1-3

=« Talk about things
you are supposed to
do, things you were
supposed to do,
and things that are
supposed to happen

= Talk about going out
and socializing

= Talk about rules and
regulations
Talk about crime and
punishment

= Talk about coincidences
and strange events

= Talk about belief in
superstitions

Touchstone checkpoint Units 4-6

Grammar

= Review of simple
and continuous
forms of verbs

= Verbs followed by
verb + -ing or
to + verb

= Make comparisons
withas . . . as and
notas...as

= Ask negative
questions when
you want or expect
someone to agree
with you

= The simple present
passive

= Verb + -ing as a
subject and after
prepositions

= to + verb after
Its: ..

= Position of not

= be supposed to,
was / were
supposed to, and
was / were going to

= Inseparable
phrasal verbs

= The passive of

modal verbs

get passive vs. be

passive

= cafch + verb +
-ing

= The past perfect
= Responses with So
and Neither

Vocabulary

= Verbs followed
by verb + -ing

or to + verb

= Colors,
patterns,
materials,
and styles of
clothing

= Cultural items,

icons, and
events

= Manners,
customs,
and culturally
appropriate
behavior

= Expressions
with get

= Rules and
regulations

= Crimes and
offenses,
the people
who commit
them, and
punishments

= Strange events

= Superstitions
from around
the world

____Touchstone Level 4A Scope and sequence

Conversation
strategies

= Use the present
tense to highlight key
moments in a story

=« Use this and these to
highlight important
people, things, and
events in a story

Show understanding

by summarizing what
people say

= Use Now to introduce
a follow-up question

on a different aspect

of a topic

= Use expressions like
in fact to sound more
direct when you speak

= Use of course to give
information that is not
surprising, or to show
you understand or
agree

pages 31-32

= Check your
understanding by
using questions in the
form of statements
Use so to start or
close a topic, to check
your understanding,
to pause, or to let
someone draw a
conclusion

Organize your views
with expressions like
First (of all)

= Show someone has

a valid argument with
expressions like That’s
a good point

= Repeat your ideas in
another way to make
your meaning clear
Use just to make your
meaning stronger or
softer

pages 63—-64

Pronunciation

= Reductions of
auxiliary verbs and
the pronoun you in
questions

= Linking words
with the same
consonant sound

= Silent syllables in
which unstressed
vowels are not
pronounced

= Intonation of
sentences when
you are sure vs.
when you are
checking

= Saying
conversational
expressions

= Stressing new
information



Listening

A lucky escape

= Listen for details in a story, and
retell it with a partner; then role-
play a conversation about it

Facing a challenge

= Listen to a true story, and
answer questions

My music collection

= Listen for details in a
conversation, and answer
questions; then listen and
choose the best responses

What's your thing?

= Listen to four people talk about
their tastes, and identify the
topics they discuss; then listen
and answer questions

Away from home

= Listen to a woman talk about
being-away-from_home, and
answer questions‘as she would

Favorite proverbs

= Listen to four people talk about
proverbs, and number them;
then match them with English
equivalents, and listen to check

What are you like?

= Listen to people talk about
plans, and summarize them;
then listen and complete
sentences as the man would

Extrovert or introvert?

= Take a quiz; then listen to @ man
talk about his social style, and
answer the quiz as he would

We got robbed!

« Listen to a conversation, and
answer questions; then listen
and choose true sentences

Different points of view

= Listen to a debate, and answer
questions; then listen and
respond to different points of
view

It’s a small world!

= Listen to a woman tell a story,
and answer questions

Lucky or not?

= Listen to four people talk about
superstitions, and determine if
the things they are about are
lucky or unlucky; then listen and
write down each superstition

Reading

ly story: Pat Galloway
= A magazine article

about a successful

engineer and

the story of how

she chose her

profession

A free spirit!

= An interview with
a woman with very
individual tastes

Counting Chickens

= A magazine article
about the use and
misuse of proverbs

Touchstone checkpoint Units 1-3

Socializing the

introvert

= A magazine article
about a book on
introverts living
in an extroverted
society

' Cam phones,

go home!

« A magazine article
about the cam-
phone craze

Separated at birth . . . '

= A magazine article
about the true
story of twins who
found each other
after growing up in
different adoptive
families

Touchstone checkpoint Units 4—6

Writing

Write a story about
a time in your life
when you faced a
challenge

Format for writing
an anecdote or a
story

Write questions to
interview a partner
on his or her
personal style; write
answers to your
partner’s questions
Punctuation review:
comma, dash, and
exclamation mark

Write an article
about your favorite
proverb and how it
relates to your life
Useful expressions
for writing about
proverbs or sayings

Vocabulary
notebook

Mottoes

= Write down the
verb forms that
can follow new
verbs, and use
them in sentences

Blue suede shoes

= Find and label
pictures that
illustrate new
words

Travel etiquette

= Find examples of
new words and
expressions you
have learned in
magazines, in
newspapers, and
on the Internet

pages 31-32
Write an article Get this!
about your own = Learn new

social style as

an extrovert, an
introvert, or a little
of both

Uses of as

Write a letter

to the editor

of a magazine,
responding to the
article on cam
phones

Give reasons with
because, since, and
as

Write a true story
from your own
family history
Prepositional time
clauses

expressions by
writing example
sentences that use
them in context

It’s a crime!

= Write down new
words in word
charts that group
related ideas
together by topic

Keep your fingers

crossed.

= Use word webs to
group new sayings
or superstitions by
topic

pages 63-64

Scope and sequence

Free talk

An interview with . . .

= Pair work: Complete
interesting questions to
ask a classmate; then
interview each other,
and note your partner’s
answers

What’s popular?

= Group work: Discuss
questions about current
popular tastes and how
tastes have changed

Local customs

= Pair work: Prepare a
presentation on local
customs for visitors to
your country, and then
present it to the class

Pass on the message.

= Class activity: Play
a game where you
pass a message to
a classmate through
another classmate,
and then listen to see
if your message is
delivered correctly

Lawmakers

= Pair work: Choose
a topic and debate
the pros and cons of
three possible new
laws; then join another
pair with the same
topic, and compare
arguments

Can you believe it?

= Pair work: Take turns
telling each other true
stories about unusual
beliefs and strange
events in your life

vii



Useful language for . . .
_Working in groups

We’re ready now, aren’t we ?}
P4

Are we ready? Let’s get started.)}
”

Haven'’t | interviewed you already? E

I've already interviewed you, haven’t I?

v

Where are we? j

" We’re on number 1 e }

We haven’t quite finished yet.j
o

Neither have we.J

. W

We still need more time — just a few more minutes.jgf

So do weJ |
—
One interesting thing we found out was that . gﬁ
__ lold us that j .

“!

Checking with the teacher

viii

Would it be OK if | missed our class tomorrow?
I have to

T T T PTG T T 1 T TS R g e
y

I’'m sorry | missed the last class. What |
do | need to do to catch up? ‘

When are we supposed to hand in our homework?

Excuse me. My homework needs to be checked.
e aman .

I'm sorry. | haven’t finished my homework.
I was going to do it last night, but

Will we be reviewing this before the next test?

113

” means “ ,” doesn’t it?
It’s a regular verb, isn’t it?

I’m not sure | understand wha_? we’re supposed to do.
Could you explain the activity'again, please?

- e
.

Could I please be excused? I'll be right back.




nteresting lives

In Unit 1, you learn how to . . .

= use simple and continuous forms of verbs (review).
= use verbs that are followed by verb + -ing or to + verb.
= tell an interesting story about your life.

= use the present tense to highlight key moments
in a story.

= use this and these to highlight important people,
things, and events.




You should really
get to know Melida
Cortez, a graduate
student in our English

Department. Also a

talented artist, she
spends her free time
painting, and she
started a sculpture
class last month.

She hopes one day
to have an exhibition
of her work.

How long have you been
living here?

I've been living in Mexico City
for five years. I came here to go
to school originally. It’s a great
place to live.

Have you ever lived in
another country?

No, I haven’t. But my brother
has. He’s been living in
Bogotd, in Colombia, for
almost a year now. I'm going
to visit him later this year.

What kind of music are you
listening to currently?

Well, of course I love Latin
music. I'm listening to a lot of
Latin jazz right now. I like to
listen to music when I paint.

What’s your favorite way of
spending an evening? What
do you do?

I like to go out with my
friends — we go and eat
someplace, and then go
dancing all night!

Student of the month — Melida Cortez

When did you last buy yourself
a treat?

Last week, actually. [ was at a
friend’s art studio, and I fell in
love with one of her paintings.
So I bought it.

What did you do for your last
birthday?

I went home and had a big party
with my family.

What’s the nicest thing anyone
has ever done for you?
Actually, about six months ago,
[ was complaining to my dad
that I didn’t know how to drive,
so he paid for some driving
lessons. I was thrilled.

Who or what is the greatest
love of your life?

Oh, chocolate! I can’t get
through the day without some.

What were you 3oing at this
time yesterday?

I was sitting on a bus. We were
stuck in traffic for an hour!

1 Getting started

===

A Read the interview with Melida. Do you have anything in common with her?
Tell the class.

B Can you choose the correct form of each question? Circle a or b. Use the interview above

to help you. Then ask and answer the questions with a partner.

1. a. What book do you read currently? b. What book are you reading currently?
2. a. When did you last see a really good movie?

3. a. Have you ever stayed up all night? b. Have you ever been staying up all night?

b. When were you last seeing a really good movie?



Unit | Interesting lIVES

2 Grammar_Simple and continuous verbs (review) €

Simple verbs: for completed actions Continuous verbs: for ongoing actions

or permanent situations or temporary situations
What kind of music do you listen to? What kind of music are you listening to currently?
| love Latin music. | listen to it a lot. I’'m listening to a lot of Latin jazz right now.

Have you ever lived in another country? How long have you been living here?
No, I've never lived anywhere else. I've been living here for five years.

What did you do for your last birthday? What were you doing at this time yesterday?
| went home and had a big party. | was sitting on a bus.

A Complete the questions and answers. Use the simple or continuous form of the
verb in the present, past, or present perfect. Then practice with a partner.

1. A Who _do_you___adwmive _ (admire) the most?
B1 (admire) my grandfather. He

(teach) me a lot when I (grow up).
2iRA b you ever (meet) anyone famous?
‘B No, but last year, I (see) a TV star on the
street. We both (wait) in line for ice cream.
3. A When you last (get) a good workout?
B Yesterday. In fact, I (lift) weights when
Youl o e (call) me last night.
4. A What you (do) for a living?
B Actually, 1 (not work) right now. I (look)
for a job for six months, butl (not find) anything yet.
5. A What you (do) for fun lately?
B Not much. I (work) really hard for the past year.
In fact, I (not take) a vacation in over a year now.

|
| 3 Speaking naturally Reductions in questions

How long have you been learning English? Why are you learning English?
: What do you like to do in your English class? What did you do in your last class?

A " Listen and repeat the questions. Notice the reductions of the auxiliary verbs
and the pronoun you. Then ask and answer the questions with a partner.

= B Pair work Take turns asking the questions in the interview on page 2. Pay
L  attention to your pronunciation of the auxiliary verbs and the pronoun you.




1 long story!

and grammar

A g Listen to Dan’s story. Answer the questions.

1. Where did Dan live before he moved to Seoul? 3. How did he get his job there?
2. Why did he want to go to South Korea? 4. What did his new company offer him?

Living abroad:
Dans story

Dan Anderson was born in the U.S.A. He’s now living in
South Korea. We asked him, “"How did you end up living
in Seoul?”

Dan: Well, it's a long story! Before | came here, | spent
three years working for a small company in Tokyo while
I finished doing my master’s in business. To be honest, |
wasn’t planning on leaving or anything. But one day, |
happened to be in the office, and one of the salesmen
was reading the newspaper.

He knew | was considering going to South Korea
someday - you see, my mother’s Korean, and I've always
been interested in the culture and everything - and
anyway, he leaned over and said, “Dan, this seems to be
the perfect job for you. Check this out.”

llooked at the ad, and | remember thinking, “Should | bother to apply?” But | decided to
go for it even though | didn’t expect to get it, and to make a long story short, | go’r the job!

The company offered to transfer me to Seoul, and they agreed to pay for my Korean lessons.
I started working here two months later. And the rest is history.

I mean, | miss living in Japan, but you can’t have it both ways, | guess. Actually, | can’t
imagine living anywhere else now!

Word
sort

— B Can you sort the verbs in bold above into the correct categories? Which verbs are
followed by verb + -ing? Which are followed by to + verb?

Verbs followed by verb + -ing Verbs followed by to + verb
end up (living) happen (fo ve)
_ spend (% yeavs wovking)



Grammar Verb complements: verb + -ingorfo +verb &

Verb + verb + -ing: consider finish imagine
miss mind spend (time)

Unit T Interesting lives

He finished reading his newspaper.
| spent three years working in Tokyo.

Verb + particle /preposition + verb + -ing:
end up keep on think about planon

How did you end up living here?
| wasn't planning on leaving Japan.

Verb + to + verb: agree decide happen offer
seem intend expect

They agreed to pay for Korean lessons.
| didn’t expect to get the job.

Verb + -ing or to + verb with a different meaning:
remember stop try

| stopped talking to him.
| stopped to talk to him.

Verb + -ing or to + verb with the same meaning:
begin bother continue start like love hate

Complete the conversations with the correct forms of the verbs given.

Then practice with a partner.

1--A How did you end up studying (study) here?

Should | bother applying?
Should | bother to apply?

b In conversation . . .
7 eg, th, canline,
like, love, and hate are

followed more often by to +

B My friend recommended this school, so I decided (sign up) ,
; ] verb. Start is followed more |
for tHis class. How about you? . :
) ) often by verb + -ing.
A Well, I wasn’t planning on (learn) English, but my company , ems—
offered (pay) for my classes. I agreed (come), and
here I am! I want to keep on (take) classes if I can.

2. A How did you get your current job?

o

It’s a long story! I started (work) there as an assistant, and I

spent months just (file) papers. I didn’t mind (do)
that for a while, but then I happened (hear) about a new sales
position. I never intended (be) a sales rep, but now I can’t

imagine (do) anything else.

3 Talk about it How did you end up doing that?

Group work Has anyone in your group done these things? Find out the whole story.
Ask the follow-up questions below, and add more questions of your own.

Who ... Then ask:

» has taken an interesting class? ~ What made you decide to do that?

» used to have an unusual job? How did you end up working there?

» has met a celebrity? Were you expecting to meet him or her?

» has taken an exotic trip? Are you planning on going again?

» used to have a bad habit? What made you stop doing that?

» has done something scary? Would you ever consider doing that again?

4 Vocabulary notebook Mottoes

See page 10 for a new way to log and learn vocabulary.



=<:C We're both getting scared. . . .

1 Conversation strategy Highlighting key moments in a Story

A Juan is telling his friend Kim a story. Underline the verbs in his sentences below.
What tenses does he use?

Juan We were on this trail, and it was getting dark. Then Bryan says, “Where are we?”

““" Now listen to Juan and Bryan tell Kim the whole story. What happened to them?

A !a, v S TV » ,.J_

» B 7 o y - . y " L
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: Juan Remember that tlme we were hlklng in Utah7 ’
= Bryan When we got lost? That was funny.

4
Juan We were on this trail, and it was getting dark. g
Then Bryan says, “Where are we?” ,

% Bryan Yeah, we couldn’t see a thing, and we walked
off the trail. It was that bad.

Juan Yeah, there were all these trees around us, |
and we were so lost. And we’re thinking, “0h, =8
no.” And we’re both getting kind of scared.

We just wanted to get out of there.

Kim 1 bet.

Juan And Bryan says, “Should we jog a little?”’
And | go, “Yeah. | was thinking the same
thing. Let’s go.”

Bryan So we started jogging, .

Juan And we said to each other, “We’ve got fo
stick together, in case anything happens.”

- >

Nofice how Juan changes to the present tense
at key moments in his story. It makes them more “We’re both getting kind of scared.”
“dramatic.” Find examples in the conversation.

B ¢ Read more of their conversation. Change the underlined verbs to the simple present
or present continuous to make the story more dramatic. Then listen and check your answers.

Bryan Yeah.And all of a sudden, we heard this noise.
Juan And Ilooked over at Bryan, and I saw his face was white, and he was starting to run fast.
Bryan Well, yeah. I mean, it was a weird noise.
Juan So, I was thinking, “Wait a minute. What happened to our plan to stick together?”
So I started to run with him.
Bryan Yeah, we were running through the trees, scared to death. It was hilarious! SEHI-I;;IIBHEIYI
ey =l & i
It was just like in a movie. - CO-ROM




Strategy plus this and these ip stories._

About

you

unit 1 Interesting lives

o ", A""' i
B

When you tell stories, you We were on B

can use fhis and fhese this trail, . . . T8
to highlight important e
people, things, and events.

A Pair work Replace a, an, and some with this or these in the stories below.
Then take turns telling the stories.

1. “I have an aunt who's really into old paintings — she’s always
buying them at junk shops and yard sales. And in every room
in her house, she has some old pictures on all the walls. Well,

~one tirr{e she goes to a yard sale, sees a picture, and buys it
for practically nothing. And guess what? It turned out to be
worth thousands!”

2. “I have a friend who’s always getting into funny situations.
One time she was invited to a party, and she got totally lost.
Anyway, she sees a house with some cars parked in front of
it, and she thought it was the right place. So she knocks on
the door, and a nice guy lets her in. She had dinner there and
everything before she realized it was the wrong party!”

> B Pair work Tell one of the stories above from memory, or tell an interesting story of

your own. Remember to use this or these to highlight important people, things, and events.

3 Listening and speaking A lucky escape

A You're going to hear Aaron tell a story about a skiing accident. He was skiing with
some friends when one of them fell down the mountain. Circle four questions you
want to ask Aaron.

1. Where were you skiing? 5. Did you get help? How?

2. How far did your friend fall? 6. Did he have to go to the hospital?
3. What did you do when he fell? 7. When did this happen?

4. How badly was he hurt? 8. Is he OK now?

'
B ¢ Listen. Write answers to the questions you chose. Then share answers with a
partner. Can you remember the story together? Consult other classmates if necessary.

C Pair work Role-play a conversation about the accident. Take turns telling the story
and asking the questions.



=2’ Against the odds

~__1Reading

A Think of someone you know who has become very successful. In what way is this
person successful? Did he or she face any challenges along the way? Tell the class.

B Read the article. What profession did Pat Galloway choose? What did she like about it?

My story: Pat Galloway

“Bad idea. You’ll flunk out.”

A successful engineer tells her story.

hen I was in high school in Kentucky in
W 1974, 1 was into the arts. I was a dancer,

in the drama club, on the debate team. I
was an artist. [ had no chemistry, no physics, and
no calculus at all. But one day at a required high
school lecture, a civil-engineering professor from
the University of Kentucky arrived to speak,
showing all these renderings of buildings. I was
fascinated with the fact that I might be able to
draw and get paid for it. And according to him, I
could improve the quality of life for people and
be a problem solver. Well, I became so excited,
I went home and told my mother, a teacher, that
I wanted to be a civil engineer. My mother had
a motto that I have followed to this day: “If you
really want to do something, you put your mind
to it. Don’t ever let anyone tell you it can’t be

being alawyer or an
interior decorator,
I now wanted to
be an engineer. He N/

looked at me and said, “Bad idea. You haven’t
scored on your aptitude test to be an engineer.
You’re not inclined to be an engineer. You're
not made up to be an engineer.” Then I went to
my math teacher, and she said the same thing,
“Bad idea. You’ll flunk out.”

I went to my grandmother, and her reaction was,
“Isn’t that a man’s job?”” And that’s what really
solidified it. I had two people tell me I wasn’t
intelligent enough, which I couldn’t understand
because I was a straight-A student, "and now. I
had someone else tell me that it was a man’s

B . e D . VU

= JE i job. So I was bound and determined to prove - {

done.” S0 WG RISt Shgisn, “Oreat. everyone wrong. And I did. In 1978, I graduated {
Then reality hit when [ went back to my guidance | from Purdue University in three years with a B+ J
counselor the nextday and told him thatinstead of | average and a degree in civil engineering. ¢
Source: © 2005 Time Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted — as told to Deirdre van Dyk :
JETI f_n_l\e Magazine with permission. L1 -
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C What do these words and expressions from the article mean? Choose a or b. How did
you guess the meaning? Tell a partner.

you'll flunk out you'll fail and leave college you'll graduate
renderings photographs drawings
according to him he said I said

a motto a promise arule to live by

put your mind to it

you're not inclined to be
solidified it

I was bound and determined

forget about it

you're not the type to be
convinced me

I was very angry

try hard to do it
you're not afraid to be
worried me

I was very focused
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