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1. THE ISLANDER

n the middle of the sea there are two islands. No one lives on them now. One is

called Eastia, and the other Westia. Eastia is rocky and has many mountains.

Westia is low and has no hills at all. Long ago, people lived on these islands.
The people on Eastia were called Eastians, and the people on Westia were called
Westians.

The Eastians were strong people. In the rocky earth they found gold and silver
and iron. From these they made many things and sold them to the Westians. They built
ships from wood which grew in their forests, and they made cloth also. The Westians
kept cows and grew many things to eat. They sold all these things to the Eastians. They
bought ships from the Eastians, and in these ships they sent their things. They also went
fishing in the ships.

Both the Westians and the Eastians were happy. They had enough food and
enough money. They were never ill, and they had good schools for their children.

Each island helped the other. The Westians had to buy things which they needed
from the Eastians. The Eastians had to buy food from the Westians, because they could
not grow things or keep cows on their rocky island.

For many years they lived quietly. Then one day, King Bong the Strong of Eastia
called together his wise men and said, “The cost of cows has gone up. These Westians
are asking too much.’

They answered, ‘True, O King! But the Westians say their cows have been sick.
Many have died, and they must sell the rest for more money.

‘Hmmmm!” said the king. ‘That may be true. But why should we buy from them?
" Let’s buy a piece of their island and have our own cows.’

‘Perhaps they won’t sell,” said one of the wise men.

“Then, we shall go and take it,” the king answered. “We have fine ships. We shall
go and fight them.’ )

So the Eastians began to get ready for war. They bought much food from the
Westians, and put it away carefully. The Westians did not know anything about this,
and were not at all ready to fight. When everything was ready, King Bong the Strong of
Eastia sent a letter to King Ho the Slow of Westia. This was the letter:

Dear Ho,

Your cows are too dear. We want to buy half of

your island, so that we can have our own cows. How
much do you want for it?

Bong.




e

After a week the.answer came. This was the letter: -

Dear Bong,
You can’t have our island. We will never sell it
to anyone.
Ho.

King Bong the Strong was very angry when he read this. He called his wise men
again and said, “Now we must fight! These people will not sell us part of their island, so
we shall go and take the whole island.’

The wise men said, ‘We shall kill King Ho the Slow, and King Bong the Strong
will rule over both islands.’ '

Then all the people ran about singing war songs. The king ordered all the ships to
get ready, and the fighting men sailed for the island of Westia. The Westians were very
surprised to see the ships full of soldiers. They quickly ran to meet the Eastian army.

There was a long battle. Perhaps you think the Eastians won quickly, bpt they
didn’t. The Westians fought very bravely. They fought all day, and many were killed on
both sides.

At the end of the day they stopped fighting, though the battle wasn’t really
finished; but the Westians wanted to rest, and King Bong wanted to send back to Eastia
for more men. So many of his men had been killed that he was afraid he would lose. He
ordered all the men of Eastia to come and fight. Only the grandfathers could stay at
home. S

After some days the ships came back with more men. Only women, children and
very old men were left. ' _

The battle began again. This time, after a very hard fight, the poor Westians really
did lose. King Ho the Slow was killed, and King Bong the Strong was hurt and died the
next day. There were very few Westians left, for even the women had fought to help the
men. The Eastians went back to Eastia. They also had lost a great number. The Eastians
waited for the Westians to send them food again. But the Westians had killed many of
their cows, and their fields had been burnt in the battle, so there was no food left, and
they had nothing to send. Also there were so few of them that they could not raise
enough food to sell to the Eastians. So the Eastians nearly died because they had so little
food.

At last they said that they would go and live on Westia and grow the food
themselves. First of all they killed the remaining Westians and tried to grow things and
keep cows. But they did not know how to do this; things did not grow, and their cows
died.

Then they became ill because they hadn’t enough food. There were so few men

- left that there were not enough young men to marry the old men’s daughters, and so few

children were born; many people died, and the number of Eastians became smaller and
smaller. - '
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In a very few years they were all dead. That is why the islands are now deserts. If

King Bong the Strong had not made war, those islands would have been full of happy
people.

War is a very bad thmg

)4 eam;meée«dwa ﬂn.s*wer the questions without looking back at the passage.

|

Both the Eastians and Westians were happy because
[A] they lived on a beautiful island
[B] they lived in a very rich country
[C] they did not have to grow their own food
[D} they led an easy life and enjoyed good health
When the Eastians began to get ready for war
[A] the Westians became angry with them

_[B] the Westians knew nothing about it
[C] the Westians were very worried about it
[D] the Westians stopped selling food to them
When the Westians saw the ships full of Eastians soldiers
[A] they gave themselves up
[B] they all went into hiding

_[C] they at once ran to fight their enemy

[D] they were so scared that they didn’t know what to do
Which of the following is not true?

[A] The war lasted a long time.

[B] The Westians fought bravely but they lost.

[C] A lot of fighting men on both sides were killed.

The Eastians won a great victory over the Westians.
Few children were born in Eastia after the war because
[A] the island had become a desert
[B] few women wanted to have children
[C] most women had been killed in the war
[D] there were not enough young men to marry the women

z. WOMMW ! The following words or phrases have been taken from the passage you

have just read. Circle the letter before the best meaning or synonym for the word or phrase as
used in the passage.

kept, ‘The Westians kept cows and grew many things to eat.’
[A] to raise [B] to grow up [C] to rise [D] to hide
quietly, ‘For many years they lived quietly.’
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[A] calmly .- [B] noisily [C] peacefully [D] with little noise
gone up, ‘The cost of cows has gone up.’” ' ‘-

[A] to raise @to rise
[C] to become bigger [D] to become taller
put...away, ‘They bought much food from the Westians and put it away careﬁdIy '
[A] to throw away [B] put off '
[C] to put aside [D] to keep for later use
~ dear, ‘Your cows are too dear.’ .
[A] much loved [B] very lovely [C] friendly " [D] costing a lot
rule over, ‘...and King Bong the Strong will rule over both islands.’ '
[A] to be led by [B}o be the king of
[CT'to live on [D] to be at peace with
Poor, ...the poor Westians really did lose.’
[A] having little money [C] not rich
[C] not very strong [D] unfortunate
raise, ‘..they could not raise enough food to sell to the Eastians.’
[A] to lift [B] to grow [C] to send [D] to cause to rise
deserts, ‘That is why the islands are now deserts.’
[A] good land for farming [B] land with no one living on it
[C] rocky mountains [_Q] sandy land w1th httle plant life

made war, ‘If King Bong the Strong had not made war..
[A]to winawar  [B]tostartawar [C]tolose a battle [D] to be at war

Laedtions: /”lnswer the following questions orally in class according to the passage you
have just read.

What kind of people were the Eastians?
How did the Eastians get ready for war?
What happened to the two kings in the war?
What happened to the remaining ‘¥estians?
Why is war a very bad thing?



2. MISS EVANS
OF BOSTON, AMERICA

n a beautiful afternoon in a year now long gone a big ship set out on its-
first journey. from England to America. It was a new ship called the
‘Titanic’.

Men worked day and night to build this great ship. Everything in it was new and
clean and well made. Hundreds of people were in the ship. Some were rich, and they
had beautiful rooms high up in the ship. Poorer people were in another part of the ship,
not so high up and nearer to the water-line.

For two days the ‘Titanic’ went on its way over the sea. Everyone in it was happy.
It was very cold, but there was sun all day, and inside the ship it was not cold at all.
Then, the next night, it got colder and colder.

People asked— Why is it so cold? It’s not a very cold time of the year > The
answer was this. When water gets very cold, it gets hard. This is called ‘ice’. When it
gets hard it makes very big, hard pieces called ‘icebergs’. A part of the iceberg shows
on top of the water, but there is a lot more of it under the water. This part of it cannot be
seen. In the cold part of the year, the icebergs stay in the cold part of the sea. Later in the
year, when it is not so cold, the icebergs break up and move about all over the sea.
When there are a lot of them, this is called an ‘ice-field’. The ‘Titanic’ was moving into
an ice-field.

All ships have a man in the highest part of the sh1p to see everything on the water.
He is called the ‘look-out’ man. He can see another ship, or anything else on the water
before anyone else can.

The ‘look-out’ man on the ‘Titanic’ saw the icebergs coming nearer. There was
" not very much light but he could just see them.

He called to other men and just then something hit the side of the ship. Very soon
after that, the ‘Titanic’ stopped. But it could not get away from the icebergs. One of
them came slowly nearer and nearer. Then the bottom part of the iceberg hit the bottom
part of the - Titanic’. It made a very big hole and the water began to come inside the
ship.

Everyone was told to come out of their rooms and go up to the top part of the
ship. People did as they were told, quickly and quietly. But some of them did not
understand. ‘What has happened?’ the asked. ‘Why have we stopped?’

Men were putting the lifeboats over the sides of the ship, down into the water.
Then all the men helped the women and children into the lifeboats.



Some of the children lost their mothers. Some of the women lost their men and
" children. It was very cold; and thete was no light, except the light from the ship. People
could hear the water coming hlgher and hlgher up 1n31de the ship. Then, all at once, the
- lights went out.

There was not very much time left. “The 1ceberg was-on_.one side of.the ship. It
was like a huge, white wall.

A woman came to the side of the ship. Her two children were in one of the
lifeboats, and she was very afraid.

The lifeboat was just moving away from the ship. There was no more room init.
The woman called to the people in the lifeboat.

‘Oh! Please, please make a place for me,’ she said. ‘My  children are in the
lifeboat. I must go with them.’ '

‘There’s no more rocm,” someone called out. ‘If we take one more the lifeboat
will go down under the water. Everyone will be lost.’

‘I must go with my children!” cried the poor woman, “You must take me!”

Her children heard her calling out. They began to cry ‘Mother‘ Mother!” they
called. They were very afraid.

There was a young wothan in the lifeboat called Miss Evars. Only little'is known
about her. She was not married, and she came from Boston; in America. She was going
home to Boston. That is all we know about Miss Evans. We do not even know her first
name. ’ _'

Miss Evans heard the woman calling to her children. She stood up in the lifeboat
and touched one of the men on the arm. ~

‘Let me go back to the ship,” she said. ‘Let that woman take my place. I have no
children. I am not married.’ .

“The ship will go down,” said the man. ‘You know that, don’t you?’

“Yes,” said Miss Evans quietly, ‘I know that.’

There was no time to talk. People helped Miss Evans to get back to the Shlp Then
they helped the children’s mother to get down into the lifeboat. The lifeboat moved
away from the ship. Very soon after tliat, there was a great noise, and the ‘Titanic’ went
down under the water. -

Some hours later, a ship called the ‘Carpathia’ came to help. Some people were
still in the water: others were in the lifeboats. They were all nearly dead from the cold.
The *Carpathia’ saved everyone sfill alive: But it did not save Miss Evans. No one ever
saw her again. » '

If you speak about Miss Evans in Boston today, not many people can remember
her name. But she was one of the great women of America.

;4 &WM&M Answer the questions without looking back at the passage.

1..  According to the text, the ‘Titanic’ was



[A] a big newly-built ship. [B] a small beautiful ship.

[C] sailing in rough waters. [D] on its way back to England.

2. It was getting colder and colder because
[A] the ship was caught in a storm. [B] the ship was sailing in an ice-field.
[C] it was a cold time of the year. ” [D] it was very windy at that time.

3.  Which of the following is true?
[A] Miss Evans’s children were on the “Titanic .
[B] Miss Evans and the other woman were friends.
[C] A lot is known about Miss Evans.
[D] We don’t know much about Miss Evans.

4.  Miss Evans decided to go back to the ‘Titanic’
[A] because she had no choice.
[B] because she did not know it was going to sink.
[C] though her children were on the lifeboat.
[D}tﬁough she knew it was going to sink.

5 Miss Evans was one of the great American women because
[A] she saved a lot of women and children
[B] she asked to go back to the ship
[CY she was cool-minded in face of great danger
fD] she gave her life for another woman.

z. Wadd&‘gdﬂ(f' The following words or phrases fave been taken from the passage you

have just read. Circle the letter before the best meaning or synorrym for the word or phrase as
used in the passage.

1. setout, ‘.. a big ship set out on its first journey from England to America.’

[A] to sail on the sea [B] to sail at full speed
[C] to begin a voyage [D] to go to another couniry
2. shows, ‘A part of the iceberg shows on lop of the water... ’
- [A] to see [B] to appear
[C] to lead the way fD] to float on the sea
3. break up, ‘..the icebergs break up and move about all over the sea.’
[A] to separate [B] to be destroyed
[C] to float about [D}1o divide into smaller pieces
4. ice-field, ‘The “Titanic” was moving into an ice-field’
[A] cold part of the sea [B] hard piece of ice
[C] part of the sea that is frozen _[D] area of the sea with many icebergs
5. look-out man, ‘The “look-out” man on the “Titanic” saw the icebergs coming
nearer.’

] person who keeps watch
[B] person who looks out of a ship
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[C] person who first sees an iceberg

~ [D] person who first sees another ship

hit, ‘He called to other men and just then something hit the side of the ship.’

[A] to pass by [B] to knock at

[C] to give a heavy below [D] to come against with force
went out, ‘then, all at once, the lights went out.’

[A] to leave a house [B] to leave a ship

[C} to stop shining [D] to spend time on the sea
. be lost, ‘Everyone will be lost.’
JA] to be killed [B] not to be found

[C] to be unable to find the way [D] no longer to be found

poor, “I must go with my children!” cried the poor woman.’

[A] not rich [B] having little money

[CY causing pity [D] lacking strength

touched, ‘She stood up in the lifeboat and touched one of the men on the arm.’
[A]to reach for [B] to feel with the hand
1C] to cause to feel pity [D] to strike lightly with the hand

8. Luestions : Answer the following questions orally in class according to the passage you

el Bk

have just read.

How are icebergs formed on the sea?

Why are icebergs dangerous for the ship?

What happened after the ‘look-out’ man saw the icebergs coming nearer?
How did some of the people escape from the Tiranic ?

What happened a few hours after the *Titanic’ sank?

%



3. THE STORY OF THE OPAL (1)

n opal'is a jewel. It is a white jewel, like glass, in which there are many
colors—gold, ‘and silver, and blue, and red. As you turn the jewel this
way and that, the color is always changing.

The Nightingale is a bird. Nightingales sing in the forest at night, and their song
always sounds very sad—because this. is the story which they sing, and it is a very sad
story. ‘ '

It was a hot summer day, and the sun was in a clear blue sky. A little Sun-fairy
came down his long golden ladder and hid among the leaves of a large tree. All the
sunlight is really Sun-fairies who run down to earth on golden ladders. When they see a
cloud coming they quickly climb up their ladders and pull the ladders up after them into
the sun. The sun is ruled by a powerful fairy, who every morning tells his servants, the
Sun-fairies, where they are to bring their light; and every evening he looks at them all,
when they come back, to see that he has the right number. '

The Sun and the Moon have quarreled; that is why they are not often in the sky at
the same time. The fairy who rules the Moon is a woman, and all her Moon-fairies are
little girls; they come down to earth on the prettiest ladders which look like silver. No
one knows why the Sun and Moon quarreled, but they have: and the Sun-fairies and
Moon-fairies may not play together.

On the day on which my story begins a little Sun-fairy came into a tree and sat
down near a little bird’s home. He watched the little bird and his wife. ‘Why should 1
not have a little wife too?” he said to himself; and then he began to feel very sad, for
Sun-fairies never marry. Yet he was the prettiest little fairy you could think of. His hair
was golden, and he sat there quietly with one arm on his little ladder, watching the birds
and hearing what they said.

I shall try to keep awake tonight to see her,” said one young bird.

‘Don’t be foolish,” said its mother. ‘You shall do no such thing.’

‘But the nightingale says she is so very beautiful,” said another bird, looking out
from his house built of grass and feathers near by. '

“The Nightingale!” ariswered the first bird, laughing. ‘Everyone knows that the
Nightingale loves the Moon-fairies. So who can believe a word he says?’ .

‘I have seen her.’ said yet another bird with a soft voice. ‘T was awake last night
and saw her; she is more beautiful than anything that ever came here before.’

‘Of whom are you talking?’ asked the Sun-fairy.

All the birds stopped talking when they saw him. At last one said:




“‘Only. of a Moon- -fairy, please, Mr Sun-fairy—no one that a great Mr Sun-fairy
like you would care about’—for the bird remembered the quarrel between the Sun and
Moon.

‘What is she like?’ asked the Sun-fairy. ‘I never saw a Moon-fairy.’

“You should ask the Nightingale,” answered the bird. ‘He knows more about her
than anyone, for he always comes out to sing to her.’

“Where is the Nightingale?’ asked the Sun-fairy. ‘

‘He is resting now.’ said the bird, ‘and will not say a word. But, later, when the
Sun sets, he will come out and tell you.’

‘I will wait till the Nightingale comes,’ said the Sun-fairy.

So all day long the Sun-fairy played about the tree. As the sun moved down
through the sky, his ladder moved with it, lower and lower, for one end was on the sun.
If he had let the sun set before he ran back and pulled it up, his ladder would have
broken against the earth. Then the poor little Sun-fairy could never have gone home
again; but he would have walked about on the earth, becoming colder and colder—till at
last he died.

But some time before the Sun had gone, when it was still lying in a beautiful bed
of red and gold, the Nightingale came out and began to sing soft and clear.

‘Oh, is it you at last?” said the Sun-fairy. ‘How ! have waited for you! Tell me
quickly about this Moon-fairy of whom they are all talking.’

‘What shall I tell you of her?” sang the Nightingale. ‘She is more beautitul than
the rose. Her hair is silver, and the light of her eyes is far prettier than yours. But you are
from the Sun, and you do not like Moon-fairies.’

“Why not?’ said the Sun-fairy sadly. ‘What are they like? Show this one to me:
some night, dear Nightingale.’

‘I cannot show her to you now,” answered the Nightingale; ‘for she will not come
out till long after the Sun has gone down; but wait a few days, and when the Moon is
full and round, she will come a little before the Sun sets. And if you hide under a leaf
you may look at her. But you must not let your light fall on her, or you might hurt her.’

Every day the Sun-fairy came back to the same tree. :

‘Tonight I shall see her at last,” he said to himself, for the Moon was almost full
and would come into the sky before the Sun went down. He hid in the leaves and
waited.

‘She is coming.” said the Nightingale; and the little Sun-fairy put his head out
from the leaves and watched. _

After a short time a little silver ladder was gently placed among the leaves near
the Nightingale’s home and down the ladder came the Moon-fairy.

The little Sun-fairy looked out and saw her. She was all silver and soft Greeny-
blue. Her hair and her eyes were full of light. She looked cold as the sea, yet she burned
like a jewel. The Sun-fairy looked at her in surprise, without saying a word, till he saw
that his little ladder was almost broken! The sun was going down, and he had only just
enough time to climb back and pull his ladder after him.
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)4, &W@%/ Answer the questions without Eo@ng back at the passage.

1.  The Sun and the Moon are not often in the sky at the same time because

[A] they don’t like each other [B] the Sun is afraid of the Moon

TC] the:Moon is afraid of the Sun [D] they are ruled by the same fairy
2. While'watching the two birds the Sun-fairy felt sad because :

[A] he did not have a wife [B] he was not very pretty

[C] the Moon-fairy hated him [D] the birds did not like him

3. If a Sun-fairy had let the Sun set before he pulled his ladderup__
[A] he would have died at once
[B] he would have seen the Nightingale
[C} He would have been unable to go home
{D] he would have been killed by the Moon-fairy
4.  When the Moon is full and round the Sun-fairy may
[A] play with the Moon-fairies
[B] live 24 hours away from the Sun
[C] have a chance to see the Nightingale
%’have a chance to see the Moon-fairy

5. en the Sun-fairy saw the Moon-fairy .
[A] he smiled at her [B] he said hello to her
[C] he asked her if she loved him [D}'None of the above

& WM@W " The folewing words or phrases have been taken from the passage you

have just read. Circle the letter before the Eest meaning or synonym for the word or phrase as
used in the passage.

1.  jewel, ‘An opal is a ]ewel

[A] precious stone [B] white stone
[C] something that shines [D] pearl
2. turn, ‘As you turn the jewel this way and that...
v [A}Jto move round , [B] to move from side to side
'f%/‘:o move up and down [D] to hold the wrong side up
3. changing, ‘..the cotor is always changing.’
[A] to shift [B] to replace
[C}tobecome different ) [D] to exchange
4. clear, ‘It was a hot summer day, and the sun was in a clear blue sky.’
[A] pure /[B} without ¢glouds
[C] easily seen ‘ [D] clean
5. servant, ‘..who every morning tells his servants...’

b
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