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Biography

Member: China National Artists Association

Member: China National Watercolor Painting Artists Association
Member: Shanghai watercolor Painting Research Institute
Artist: Shanghai Cinematography Production Studio.

1944
1961
1962
1977

1979
1983

1984

1985

1986

1988

1989

Born in Shangyu, Zhe jiang Province

Enlisted in the Department of Dancing and Arts, Shanghai Drama
College, studled under Professors, B.Y. Zhou.

J.s Ding and J.H. Chen

Painting “Tot tot Sound of water” selected for exhibition in the
Shanghai Artistic works Exposition.

Works selected for exhibition in the National Artistic works Expo-
sition.

Personal Paintings Exhibition held in Shanghai.

My painting awarded 2nd Prize in the Natlional Publicity Paintings
Exhibition.

Works selected for exhibition in the Exposition of Foreign Pai-
ntings by China’s Contemporary Artists, Nagays Japan, These works
were purchased for collectisn after exhibition.

Works selected for exhibition in the China Atheletic Paintiogs EXx-
position

Works selected for exhibition in the Showa Arts Exposition, Japan.
These works were purchased by the Shanghai Art Gallery for col-
lection.

Works purchased for collection by the China Art Gallery and par-
ticipated in the National Watercolor and Waterpowder Paintings
Exposition.

Works selected for exhibition in the China Watercolor and Water-
powder Painting Exposition, People’s Republic of Korea.

Works selected for exhibition in the National Watercolor Painlings
Invitation Exposition. These works were purchased for collection
by Jiangsu Goverment Art Gallery.

1990

1991

1992

Works selected for exhibition in the 9th National Artistic Works
Exposition

Went to Singapore for Participation in the 0il Paintings and Water-
color Paintings of Chen chudian sponsored by the Friendship Com-
pany.

Series Works published in the MingBao Monthly Hongkong with spec-
jal articles written thereon.

Works selected for exhibition on the occasion of China West Lake
Arts Festival, Hangzhou

Works selected for exhibition in the China Watercolor Paintings
Exposition sponsored by the Chiyoda Club, Japan. These works were
purchased for collection.

Works selected for exhibition in the Shanghai Artistic works Expo-
sition and won an Artistic Creation Award.

Works participated In the United Kiangnan Crafts and Arts Ex-
hibitioistin for four artists including me, sponsored by the cultural
Center, Hongkong.

Works selected for exhibition in the China Watercolor Painlings Ex-
position sponsored by the China National Artists Association, held
in USA.

Works selected for exhibition in.Shanghai Hundreds of sceneries
Paintings Exposition sponsored by the Shanghai Arts Gallery held in
Germany.

Went in December to Macao holding a personal Paintings Exposition
sponsored by Nanguang Compang.

Works selected for exhibition in China Watercolor Painitings Grand
Exposition.

Works selected for exhibition in the China Shanghai Watercolor
Painitings Exposition held in USA.

Works participated in the United Exhibition of Shanghai Artistic
Works held at Hwa Che Building, Hongkong, sponsored by Jeany Arts
Gallery, Hongkong.
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The Paintings of Chen Chudian

Xie Jin

Chen Chudian is an outstanding cinematographic artist. Hardwor-
king, serious and highly professional, he has produced very original
and profound artistic arrangements in some excellent films such as
“Childhood friends,”, “Long live the Youth” and “The Private Life of
the Woman Mayor”. He is a disciple of Mr. Ding Chen, a great master
in the cinematographic arts. They have collaborated in the film “Ao-
lei-Yilan” which has won them the “Baihua Award” for cinemato-
graphic artistic arrangement.

A well-known middle-aged oil painter of Shanghai, Chen is held in

high esteem by people in his home country as well as those from ab-
road for his poetic paintings. Chen’s paintings on the water country
in Central China have a particular appeal for me, perhaps because we
come from the same ancestral home village-Shangyu in the Zhe jiang
Province.

Just take a look of his watercolour painting “The Water Country”
©6x59), Which has been published by the Modern Chinese Writers As-
sociation of Japan a few years ago: rustic village houses lying
drowsily along the river banks, old trees battered by wind and rain
for years scattering here and there on the picture, and amid this
tranquil setting, a small boat drifting at leisure toward the centre of
the picture. It seems to me that the boat is on the way passing under
the arch bridge, bringing me back to my mellow childhood. Behind this
setting, | can feel as much as the artist does a sweet nostalgia of
the much beloved home village. I'll simply touch my heart.

Like his other excellent cinematographic art works, this master-

piece of Chen has a setting that will always be lingering in my mind.
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Chudian Travels in Water and Colors

— On Watercolor Painting Art of
Chen Chudian

By Xie Chunyan

Mr. Chen Chudian is a Shanghai artist involved in creative activities of oll pai-
nting and watercolor painting for more than thirty years. His name seems to be of
symbolic significance always attracting me with its brilliancy and intensity.

Watercolor painting in my point of view seems to belong to a version of city pic-
ture drawing, which although has its origin outside China has flourished however si-
nce its introduction into this country. It consists of handling colors with water, ex-
pressing emotions through shaped matters and shares similarities in its skills and
aesthetic feelings which the Chinese water ink painting.

In addition, due to its having the characteristics of straightforwardness, flexi-
billty, easiness of elaboration and of winning appreciators, it is natural that Sha-
nghal which was an outside world oriented big city at an earlier date, has become
an originating place of watercolor painting in China. Born and elevated in such a la-
rge and adequate background as Shanghai, and being a native of the water region
with extensive river networks in Southern Yangtze River. Chudian has come to be
since childhood so famillarized with and involved dillgently in watercolor painting
that he achieved eventually building up his artistic temple in blending, activitating,
condensing and roaming of water and color. This Is certainly not a surprise for me.

|f watercolor painting can fall into the domain of city culture, it should have
many similarities with the city folk literature which has its origin in the city proper.
One of the main features of the city folk literature is its extensiveness in gaining
grace and common appreciation. The ‘Red Chamber Dream” for example as a top re-
presentatlve of such city folk literature is indeed a great piece of work for eterni-
ty, which has deeply interested not only the common folks but also the elites, be-
cause almost every one can appreciate in it hills and waters according to his or her
taste and every one can find in it what he or her loves.

Watercolor painting has exactly such impressive features which give the brush
of a painter greater room in this field. Through long time artistic practice he has
become more and more skillful to handle his works. In many of his works, we can find
evidence thereof both very remarkable and errorfree. The interest aroused in his
works as “New look of the old street” “impression of Shanghai Morning Market” In
light of their content and forms, colors and brushwork satisfy different people with
different views, because as we can say, the benevolent viewers can see ben-
evolence and the wise viewers can see wisdom, never staying stagnant at a fixed

point or aspect thus giving Chudian a power to conquer more and more audience, to
win more and more bosom friends and broaden his road to artistic success.

In recent years, Chudian has been many times invited to go to many countries
and regions such as Singapore, Hongkong and Macao to hold personal painting exhi-
bitions. His many works have been selected for exhibition in various countries and
regions around the world. These works have not only gained great esteem but also
have been treasured by many collectionists.

In watercolor paintings as we mentioned above, we handle colors with water. As
history told us there had never been a master artist of watercolor painting who
was not a master hand in using water. Water is flexible in nature and seems to have
no definite purport, how to handle water is therefore a tough Job. Chudian has how-
ever succeeded thanks to his long years of artistic cultivation, handling very skill-
fully “water”. The key is thus how to well command the medium “water”. The key for
his success is simply to be Just at the right place. His expertise is comprehensive
including harmonization of various elements indispensable to be mastered by an ex-
cellent watrcolor painting artist, making him capable of moulding out diversified
phenomena of the visible world. Tzhis is perhaps due in part to his complete maste-
ry of oil painting artifice. The denseness and heaviness reflected in his work “The
Night Dim Light in the Water Country” and the grace and roaming feeling in his work
“Early Spring” have clearly shown the variety of skills mastered by The author. The
inevitable result:“A very rich artistic realm!”

A true art is never an isolated technique. We tend to seek for the internal feel-
ings of a painting artist through his expertise to gain essential satisfaction. His ma-
stery of watercolor is in addition to use the art as.a carrier to express his emo-
tions. It is by no means very difficult therefore to find Chudians sentiments and
aesethetic pursuits hidden in his watercolor paintings. The “Shi Ku Men style Re-
sidence,” “The Old Bund” series watercolor paintings revealed the deep reflections
of the author over history.

Reading the scenery present before us depicted in his “Sparse woods” and “Au-
tumn scene”’ we can easlly trace to the author’s making further deeper efforts. the
author has demonstrated in his recent painting works “Fish” and “and “Flowers in
the dream” which have shown his progress in the researches of Chinese slyle
watercolor painting, a scientific fact that a contemporary painting artist should
always be dialectical in thoughts.

Mr. Chen Chudian, hardworking and always looking for opportunities to improve
and upgrade his creative works has indeed entered the artistcally matured period,
We are looking forward to enjoy his still more brilliant works.

Mid Summer 1992 Shanghai
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Fair in a Small Lane
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Small Street
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A Forest Farm corner
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Zhoushan Fishing Port
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Boat




