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1.+ Can Animals Communicate?

Key words: communicate .  variety . . gloomy
gy fantastic . hive‘ ' .domesti_c
. Wi alf wonder. whethier animals can communi-
 gaitel’ Trig anéwer should be “Yes”. The chief
medns ~of “comiunication used -by humans is
words. No animals:afe able to communicate with
' Words'liké'us; of couree, but they are able to com-
- piiniGEE withone anbtherw their own ways. -
- - -5l ianyanimal§ Comitiunicate by making certair
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kind of noises. For example, when a horse neighs
or paws the ground, this means something to other
horses. A mother hen gives a warning noise to her
chicks when danger is present.

Dogs communicate in a variety of ways: they
bark, growl, snarl, whine or howl. They bark
when a stranger appears. That is surely a warning
to their masters to be on their guard. And they
grow! at the stranger when he comes close, which
is a warning to him to stay away. If, at night, a
dog whines, it means something sad has hap-
pened to him. The long high gloomy sound tells
you how he is feeling. And when two dogs fight
they snari at each other. Each tells their opponent,
“l am not afraid of you.” They bare their teeth or
lift a paw and understand these sounds and move-
ments. ’

Bees have a fantastic ability to communicate.
When they return to the hive, they do a dance
which tells the other bees what kind of flowers they
have found, how far away they are, what direction
they should take, and so on.

Birds, as we all know, have bird songs. And
they are able to communicate by singing. In fact,
there are “dialects” in bird songs. The song of the
same kind of bird varies in different parts of the
worid. For instance, it is slightly different in
Switzerland than it is in England. .

It is interesting that domestic animals have
learned how to communicate with. theis, magsters.
Many people believe that their pet. dog can.under-
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stand human language. For example, when you
give orders to your pet dog: get up; lie down; go
away ... he would do as you order him. It can
even help you. “Go and get my slippers,” you
say, and your dog goes and gets them for you im-
mediately. When you tell him to put your shoes
away, he is happy to do so. Some blind people
keep dogs to help them. The dogs can go to the
butcher's to buy meat for their masters. When
their masters walk in the street, they lead their
way. Cats beg for food when they are hungry and
~mew until the door is open.

However, other people think that what dogs
learn is actually just the meaning of certain tones
of voice, not the actual words. Do you agree? |f
you believe that animals can communicate with
each other, even with human beings, then, do you
believe animals have ability to think? Read this
book and reach your own conclusion.

New Words

communicate / komjumnikert /v. 3ZH
a variety of / vorastt / ZFEHR
neigh /ner 7/ v. S

fantastic / feen'teestik /a. fRAR
butcher’s / 'butfoz /n. HEE
conclusion / ken'kluzgen /n. Hi

Exercises
A. Check your understanding:
1. In what way can animals communicate with one
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6.

another?

In what ways do dogs communicate?

How do bees give information to others?

How do birds communicate?

Do domestic animals know how to communicate
with their masters? If yes, give us some exam-
ples, please. »

What do other people think of animals?

. Complete the following sentences with information
from the story:

1.

2.

6.

. Bird song is a means to
. Many people believe that their pet dog can un-

Many animals communicate by making certain
and _ ‘

When bees return to the hive, they do

to tell the other bees '

When dogs see a stranger they bark. That is

derstand human language, because

Some blind people keep dogs to . When
they walk in the street their

. Topics for discussion:

1.

2.

Have you ever kept any animals as pets? What
are they and how do you love them?

If you have the experience in keeping pets, do
you communicate with them? In what way?
What animals do you love best? Why?

Can animals communicate? What is your opin-
ion?



Look at the picture atiaws Q%ase Do you
know anything about him, @uldﬁen" Y@S you do.
Some of you have seen him 'in the 208" And some
of you have seen him only in’ your book or in a pic-
ture. This cute little animal lives in trees in Aus-
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tralia. He has round eyes, round ears, and ...
yes, the whole body is round and covered in soft
grey fur. His eyes look like buttons. He has small
feet and big ears. And his nose shines like your
new black shoes. What is this little cuddiy animal?
He Jooks like.a roly-poly bear. “But wheyeis his
tail?” Oh, | forgot to tell you that. He has no tail. -
That is why the people in Hong Kong call him a
non-tailed bear. And we call him a “tree bear”.
But he is not a bear. He is a koala.

Once upon a time, in the land of Australia the
koala lived on the ground like other animals. The
other animals used to tease him because he had no
tail. He did not Ilke the teasmg, aﬂd it made him




