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SYNOPSIS

The bool;'is the first attempt to juxfé'—
pose folklore in Fuj'ian" and Taiwaan, It is
also the first non- descnptlve, research orx—

ented monograph on folklore in Fqun and
Taiwan,

Basing himself upon his rich fieldévxiofl;
experience and scholarsh:p,and making good
use of a vast amount of the relevant data,
of which many are disclosed for the f1;st
time or freshly dug odt,l the author has de-
liberately concentrated on the peculiarities
instead of following the practice of enumer-
ating the general phenomena,which is in pre-
valence in the writting of this type of books,
throughout the country, Written in a rigo-
rous scientific way and approached from mu-
Itiple perspectives such as physical geogra-
phy, economic and political development,
culture, religion, phylosophy, literature and

art, the book is a multi-layered, comprehe-
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nsive review of folklore in Fujian and Tai-
wan, Taking advantage of resources of ethno-
logy, archaeology, anthropology, history,

medicine, and even the expertise on inscripti-
ons on ancient bronze objects, the author has
made an extraordinary inquiry into the ori-
gin, impartation, evolution and development
of the folklore in study, The book is chara-
cterized by its serious documentation, clear-
cut arguments and original insights, It mar-
ks a departture from what has been said on
the subject, _

With its terse diction and beautiful style,
the Boqk aims at blending“'academic research
with cultural enlightenment, literary culti-
vation and entertainment This is a book wi-

th a high readability and reference value,
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