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Introduction to the Certificates in
English Language Skills

The Certificates in English Language Skills (CELS) has three levels —
Preliminary, Vantage and Higher. CELS Preliminary is the same level as

Cambridge Preliminary English Test, equivalent to the Council of Europe Bl
(ALTE level 2).

CELS has four separate tests: Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking at the
three levels. You can enter one, two, three or four tests at one time. You can
also choose at which level you want to enter the test(s). For example, if your
listening is better than your speaking you can do a Vantage Test of Listening
and a Preliminary Test of Speaking. Check with your teacher which tests you
should take at which levels. Remember: You can enter each test at only one
level in each session.

Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking

Each CELS Test has a number of real tasks which candidates have to complete.
In the Test of Reading, you may read, for example, job advertisements, holiday
leaflets, newspaper or magazine articles. All these are real texts. They have not
been made simpler for language students. So they test that candidates can
understand basic information in English in real-life situations.

In the Test of Writing, you fill in forms, write letters, notes, postcards, notices
etc.

In the Test of Listening you will hear short answerphone messages,
advertisements from the radio, extracts from radio interviews and recorded
stories. As in the Test of Reading, all these texts are real. Candidates have to
show that they understand the main points as English speakers do in real-life
situations.

In the Test of Speaking, two candidates are tested together. There are two
examiners. Each candidate talks with one examiner about their own experience,
for example what they like doing in their free time and why. The two candidates
also discuss another topic together. The subjects are topics of general interest,
such as sport, school, learning languages, clothes, class parties etc.

Marking and results

There are two CELS sessions every year, in May and November. The Reading,
Listening and Writing papers are sent back to Cambridge for marking. The
University of Cambridge examination board sends trained examiners to centres
in the UK and other countries to examine candidates in the Test of Speaking.

Candidates receive their results about six weeks after taking the tests. There are
two pass grades: Pass with merit and Pass and two fail grades: Narrow fail and
Fail. Certificates will come about four weeks later.



Reading

Reading introduction

General
The CELS Test of Reading aims to test how well you can understand written
texts in English. You are allowed to use an English-English dictionary.

Test format

At Preliminary level the time allowed is one hour and twenty minutes. This
includes ten minutes for you to look through the question paper, but you are
allowed to start answering the questions as soon as you are ready.

The Test of Reading is divided into three parts and there is a total of 40
questions. All the questions have equal importance.

Task types
Part 1 includes one or two fairly short texts. In this part you read the texts
quickly, skimming and scanning for information.

In Part 2 you are tested on how well you understand both the information and
the way the language is used. You will have to read the texts in more detail in
this part. There may be one or two texts. There will be a variety of question

types.

In Part 3 there may be two or three texts. The first questions may be open
questions or True/False questions and the last questions will be multiple choice
questions, where you have to choose from up to five options. You need to read
the text closely to answer the questions.

Marking

You must indicate your answers on the answer sheet. Each correct answer is
worth one mark. The results are expressed in four possible grades which
indicate Pass with merit, Pass, Narrow fail and Fail.




Reading

Going places

TALKABOUT

There are some texts that we read quickly, because we need some specific

information, for example about a holiday, films that you can see, or places that

you can visit.

specific information.

timetables
menus
television listings

.,-—————Tg// o A

Work with a partner to add to the list of texts that we read quickly to find
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Peruvian novelist Mario Vargas

Llosa’s life and literature is
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E Compare your ideas with the rest of the class. Where can you find texts like
these in English?

Timetables: in print, ...

CELS READING

In Part 1 of the CELS Test of Reading you will read one or two texts and answer
eight questions on them. These are ‘quick’ questions about the information in
the texts. You do not have to read every word in the texts to find the answers.
There are often example answers to show you what to do.

In this unit you will find example texts and questions from Part 1.

B Look at Test practice task 1.

1 What is the text about?
2 What do you have to do?



Reading

] First, read Reading strategy 1. Then do Test practice task 1. Compare your
answers with the rest of the class.

READING STRATEGY [« M) [o]/ W &', [+ I3 (-2 1111134

Follow these steps:

1 Read through the instructions, any examples and the list of headings first
and make sure you understand them. Use your dictionary to help you.

2 Quickly read through the sections once. Do NOT look up all the words you
don’t understand.

3 Look again at the first heading and skim through the text to find the right
section. Look up any key words in the sections in your dictionary. When you
think you have found the right section, write in your answer in pencil and
put a tick (v) next to the heading and the section.

4 Do the same with the other headings. As you read further, you may have to
change some of your answers and look up more key words.

5 Skim through the headings and sections one last time to check your
answers.

1 Matching headings to paragraphs

You would like to have some useful advice about travelling. Read the article and
answer the questions.

Choose the best heading for sections 3-10 from the list (1-12) below. Write
your answers in boxes 3-10 on the text. There are two extra headings.

2 What type of research should I do before I travel?
3 How early should I get to the airport?

4 What is the best way to carry my medications?

5 What should I pack in my carry-on luggage?

6 How can I keep my items neat in my luggagep

7 =

8

How should I pack the hqmds I bring thh me‘P
9 How can I avoid damaging my film?
10 How can I avoid losses on my trip?
11 What should I do with my valuables?
12 How can I pack light and still have everything I need?




Reading

Top Ten

Tips for Travellers

® Buy a special carrying case designed for
protecting it.

@ You can ask for a manual inspection in the United
States and some foreign airports to avoid the
X-rays if you place it in your carry-on bag.

@ The safest bet is to buy it after you arrive and
develop it before you go. This may not be the
cheapest route, but it is the best guarantee to
keep your memories safe.

| i What should | carry on my person? 6
@ Airline, Cruise or Train tickets @ Leave them at home in a safe place if you can.
® wallet ® |If your luggage has locks, you should use them.
; ® A passport, for all travel and identification ® If you do place them in your luggage, hide them
i purposes in the lower sections of the bags so a quick look
inside won't reveal them.
} 2 What should | consider when 7
shopping for new luggage?
| ® A lock, preferably one that doesn’t dangle off the 3 ; )
luggage too much. : Follow the mstructuons' qn your ticket.
{ @® Removable straps. Straps make luggage easier to You should plan on arriving at least one hour
carry, but they can get caught on conveyor belts before departure on domestic flights and two
and either break or damage your luggage. 3 hours pefore departure on |qternat|qna| flights.
@ Rollers. These little wheels will make it easier to You might need even more time during peak
take your luggage through the airport. travel season and heightened security alerts.
3 8
® Your travel documents, itinerary and coupons. e g:)i:kag;)?’c‘:;?;tt::eigou £a0 Tng oy Ne
® A list of everything in your checked baggage, in i s :
MnE 4 y ; Beag ® Take small sample sizes of toiletries that will last
case you need to fill out a claim. St T lorsdants TRl o i
@ You should also include a one-night stay package, PY JD o't wgaste aginc; c?f * Iug W e:;:e. o
in other words, everything you'll need for one LIS e, an; ok ,é‘?:e ffr g: seps i sont
night in case your bags are delayed. d ik R
9
4
ou e Ao RS @ Learn as much as you can about your destination.
e plas o Solo pock) g.' ® Find out about the costs of local items so you
@ only fill the bottles to the 3/2 mark in case they can set your budget
| 4 3re crlushe? ?1: the icir;tentskf::e:iindl e’g’:"d' @ Check the dates of local major holidays or
| CHliceo g. wgn pacs it pias festivals, since services may be limited on those
! freezer bags just in case. d
ates.
‘ 5
10

® Don't pack valuable, perishable, and fragile or
items sensitive to the heat and cold in your
checked-in luggage.

@ Never leave your luggage unattended or take
your eyes off your bags.

@ Clearly label your luggage on both the inside and
outside of your bags.

| T s T e — M T T m». N




Reading

¢ L0OKING BACK [E] Now look back at Test practice task 1. For each section decide which key
words helped you find the answers.

Section | Heading Text
1 | Carry, onmyperson | Tickets, wallet
2| shopping, luggage | Lock straps, rollers (wheels)
3 :
Mt 7
7 4 |
8 H
9
10

[ Compare your answers with the rest of the class. How many words did you
look up in your dictionary? How many of them were useful? Were some
important words not in your dictionary? If so, how did you find out their
meaning?

VOCABULARY Travel

Complete the sentences below using words from Top Ten Tips for Travellers.
Then check your answers with a partner.

1 I'm sorry, you have to wait. You plane hasbeend ¢ [ a y e d.

2 1 always forget to d . p the films I take on holiday.

3 We have to check in 30 minutes before d e.

4 If you travel inside a country you take a d c flight.

5 There was a s y alert — someone said there was a
bomb at the airport.

6 We're flying from Rome, and our d : , n
is New York.

7 The s p on his bag broke, and he dropped everything. v

8 Herl e is too heavy — she’ll have to pay more to take all
those cases.

9 Hurry up! Don’t w e time — we're late already.

10 Don't forget to 1 1 all your bags so they don’t get lost.

EJ Look at Test practice task 2.

1 What is the text about?
2 What do you have to do?



Reading

E] Read Test tip 1. Then do Test practice task 2. Compare your answers with
the rest of the class.

TESTTIP | 1 Be organized

For this type of question, the instructions tell you to find ‘the best’ or ‘the most
appropriate’ item for each person. At first sight, there may be more than one
answer. To avoid making mistakes, and to save time, try making a grid like the
one below. Tick off the answers in pencil as you find them.

Alaska Ireland UK Nepal %

Peter etc,

Maria

DandL

And remember — NEVER give two answers when only one is asked for — you will
lose the mark, even if one of the answers is correct.

2 Which holiday?

Read the holiday advertisements and look at the questions below. Work with
a partner. Look through the holidays once and make a list of all the possible
holidays for each person or family.

People Holidays

1 . Peter and Amanda want to enjoy an outdoor activity
with their seven-year-old son, Ben.

2 Mana is young and energetlc and Ioves mountams

3 Diana and Lucas have just got married and want a
quret relaxmg hollday

4 Lee has cllmbed mountalns in Ireland but is lookmg
for somewhere with better weather this time.

5 Isabel wants to learn somethlng as well as get some
| exercise.
6 James and Jo have three teenage children. They want

their trlp to be educatlonal and mterestmg

7 Bob and Lursa are past mlddle age and not very f't
but they don’t want a restful hollday

8 Jean loves anlmals and wrldllfe but hates cold weather




Adventure Holidays

A

s

come prepared.
T, Aty % - .

Alaska, USA

Our wilderness explorations take us far from the crowds
to welcoming backcountry lodges. You and your children
will learn about Alaska’s rich ecosystems, hike wilderness
trails with guides and listen to exciting tales of gold
miners and fur trappers. We also explore the history of
Alaska’s native people and their rich traditions.

Ireland

We offer unique cycling
adventure holidays through the
breathtaking countryside of
County Kerry, Ireland. All we ask
you to do is to enjoy yourselfl Some previous cycling
experience is recommended as we do encounter hills on
the way. The spectacular views will make the effort
worthwhile. It has been known to rain in Ireland so do

s, o

v
gy
¥

The south-west of England boasts some of the best
climbing venues in the country, with the added bonus of
higher temperatures and more sunshine hours on average
than the rest of the country! We regularly use the beautiful
weathered granite of Dartmoor, the limestone quarries
and sea cliffs of the south coast and the memorable sea-
washed pink granite of the Cornish coastline.

Nepal

Trekking in the most unexplored part of the western
Himalayas can be great fun with Escapade. For we can
take you to those exotic valleys and ridges, high-altitude
lakes surrounded by high-altitude meadows and lush
green beauty.

Scotland

T ——

Activity Scotland’s study centres
and their specialist tutors offer
study holidays on a wide variety
of topics, including natural
history, painting, and innovative English language courses
that combine language tuition with golf, riding or other
outdoor activities.

L

L L W —

F§

§

i
i
i
i
i
i
&
&
|

waay

You will drive your own team of
well-trained Siberian or Alaskan
huskies and experience the
laughs and adrenaline of the fast '
starts, the falls and the humorous & L

antics of the dogs. Then there is the peace and tranquillity
of cruising across the snowy wilderness in harmony with

2 _ the landscape.

|

§

1

3

Wyoming, USA

We know how important your honeymoon is to you. You've
spent countless hours planning your wedding and now all
you want to do is enjoy a relaxing and romantic time with

your new partner. Here's a great way to do just that!

Australia

Our ecologically-sound tours ensure minimum impact on the
lush Upper Hastings River while affording you breathtaking
views and serene water features in our three-person
Canadian canoes. Ideal for families and groups, our tours
provide you with a relaxed and genuinely interesting
outdoor experience.

It is the combination of warm and cool currents, and the
lack of many predators — including man — that has made
them so special. All the reptiles, half the birds, a third of the
plants, and a quarter of the fish are only found here! The
landscapes are no conventional tropical paradise but have
an intrinsic beauty of their own. The marine life makes the
waters a haven for snorkellers.

B S g R N

T P——

MidLife Adventures is a 13-day,
activity-based itinerary, aimed at
those who are ‘too young to be
called old, and too old to be
called young! In the course of an exciting and diverse tour
of both North and South Islands, various soft adventure
activities are undertaken under the watchful eye of your
trained guide.




Reading

¢~ LOOKING BACK Now choose ONE suitable holiday for each person or group. Write the letter
of the best holiday for each one. Which words in the text helped you decide

on the correct answers?

Person or group : holiday words in the text
1 Peter, Amanda and Ben H, Australia | Ideal for families
2 Maria
3 § Diana and Lucas ~— ki
N - ]
5 ) Isabel G- |
6 James, Jo and family
7 Bob and Luisa b N 4
8 Tean SRR WS (1. E £ S

VOCABULARY  Holidays and scenery

Use your dictionary to match the words from the texts in column A with the
explanations in column B. There are more explanations than words.

A B
breathtaking (Text H) beautiful
encounter (Text B) exhausting
granite (Text C) field of grass
haven (Text I) go for a long walk
hike (Text A) hoarse
husky (Text F) kind of dog
meadow (Text D) kind of rock
quarry (Text C) marriage ceremony
wedding (Text G) meet with
place where stone is dug out
safe place

Look back at the work you have done in this unit and discuss the skills you have
practised.

12



