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In this year when Switzerland and the People’s Republic of China
celebrate 60 years of diplomatic relations, the Embassy of Switzerland
is bringing to China the widely acclaimed “Albert Einstein (1879-
1955)" exhibition of the Historical Museum Bern. This wonderful
book, originally published by the Albert Einstein Archives of the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem and translated into Chinese for the first time,

wonderfully accompanies the exhibition.

The fact that Albert Einstein became a Swiss citizen at the age of 22
and remained one till his death is little known. | believe that this did not
happen by pure coincidence but rather that his choice is a testimony to
the openness, tolerance and excellence of Swiss educational and
research tradition. He also chose to settle in Switzerland because of its
direct democracy and tradition of neutrality. With this exhibition, we do
not want to claim Albert Einstein for ourselves, quite to the contrary,
we would like to show that science and innovation can only thrive in
open and multicultural societies. The fact that Albert Einstein,
characterized by so many different identities, proposed his most
ground-breaking theories while living in Switzerland, only reinforces

my belief.

Blaise Godet
Ambassador of Switzerland to the
People’s Republic of China
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Few of us are able today to think of Albert Einstein without immediately
conjuring up an image of a wild—haired, eccentric genius. Einstein, the
icon, is emblazoned on the cultural memories of generations spanning
every race, color and creed. The picture UP| photographer Arthur Sasse
took of Einstein on his 72Nd birthday, on March 14, 1951, in which the
physicist, flanked by stern heads of reputable academic institutes, let
down his hair (not only figuratively), sticking out his tongue at the press,
is a perfect example of the way Einstein is remembered by most:
irreverent, playful and widely beloved.

But it is important to scrape past the image of the icon to pay homage to
the man himself, a man who did more to change the world in his 76 years
than most societies have managed to accomplish in a millennium.

This is precisely what Albert Einstein The Persistent lllusion of Transience
does. This vast collection of pictures and letters offers an exclusive and
informed glimpse into the private thoughts and aspirations of one of the
greatest men who ever lived. It fully explores the most striking paradox in
Einstein’s life: his accessibility, humility and popularity with the public in the
face of his formidable, abstruse scientific achievements.

Several studies have been written about Einstein’s mind, but no
concrete conclusions were ever drawn that the physicist’s genius could
be determined by the anatomy of his brain. The reason for Einstein’s

genius was then and remains inscrutable.

His popularity with people around the world, however, is a fact. One
could even say that Einstein’s advanced people skills were en par with
the wonder of his genius, which grew to mythic proportions.

The Persistent lllusion of Transience offers insight into the mystery
behind the paradox of Einstein the unconventional genius who had an
infectious sense of humor about his own failings, not to mention
society’s ills. In reading the letters and transcripts published in the
collection, one is impressed more by Einstein’s singularity as a person
than even his prize—winning discoveries.

In a letter to his biographer, Einstein wrote in 1940: ‘I prefer not to make
my diaries available to you, as they contain things too personal. They don’t
contain anything adventurous, anyway. Adventures, though, | experienced
plenty, as | was inclined to respect individuals but not conventional status or
standards, and formalities; nor did | appreciate what, in general, is
mindlessly called ‘morals.” That is why ordinary people and children were
more fond of me than socialites; and, mostly, | preferred them, too.”

Amos Nadai
Ambassador of Israel to the
People’s Republic of China
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Albert Einstein was a true “cosmopolitan” - perhaps his portrait alone
in a dictionary would define that ancient Greek word. He wasa “citizen
of the world” less because of his identification with so many
nationalities (German, Swiss, American, Israeli) but more because of his
intellectual curiosity, creative critical insights, and mathematical genius.
The work he left for all of us is our shared common heritage. | served
for several years on the board of the Institute for Advanced Studies at
Princeton University, Mr. Einstein’s final place of work and research.
His office there remains untouched as a tribute to his scholarship. He
devoted his life to the cause of international peace and | am proud that,
at the end of his life, he chose to be a citizen of the United States.

Jon M. Huntsman, Jr.
U.S. Ambassador to the
People’s Republic of China

mRBEE - ZEHBE—NTEEHN "BRA
( cosmopolitan ) " —thiF B EMEFHP M HRRET
XENEFEE, E— “HARALAR" , TNEAMNS
E5H (EEA. LA UEIIBEEAN) , TEZEE
A e KRR, BIEMNXBIABIOEERT ., BELR
MW TERREERNAZNHE R, REAELHTWMA
YEEMRRENESSARIILE, IRZERAFEELER
EIRMNERRNB T, AL LETESRFERFT KR
, NEREFHEA 2HHE, EERNTERNEE
W, MBEEERNE, EMHOBRE, BEERA-—EX
BAR.

R
% B 5 b2 AR A E KA

13






1940F A4



3

19

24
27
34

54
56
59
64
68
69
70
71
s
80
85
88
94
100
104
108

RXETRMHE
THEMKEEE

ZRAEMEE
BENZREE
I Z F

JEEB A
mBAIEzh

B M AHEFTIR
JREEHEL

I~ X HE3Tie
5xEMX R
5BXFITHIXFR
B RE

=1t

Z—izit
5XERXFR2
ERAHHSHRERPRIFER



