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For however excellent the verses, itis impossible to translate then from one lan-
guage into another without losing much of their beauty and dignity.
--Bede, A History of the English Church and People, 1V. 24
And the English language boasts no more brilliant composition than Plato’s Praise
of Love translated by Shelley.
--Mary W. Shelley, Preface to The Poetical Works of Percy Bysshe Shelley, 1839
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Full fathom five thy father lies;
Of his bones are coral made;
Those are pearls that were his eyes:
Nothing of him that doth fade,
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But doth suffer a sea-change
Into something rich and strange.
Sea-nymphs hourly ring his knell:
Ding-dong.
Hark! now | hear them--
Ding-dong, bell!@
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The same that oftimes hath
Charm’d magic casements, opening on the foam
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Of perilous seas, in faery lands forlorn.

Forlorn! the very word is like a bell
To toll me back from thee to my sole self!@
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A shudder in the loins engenders there
The broken wall, the burning roof and tower
And Agamemnon dead.§
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Madame Sosostris, famous clairvoyante,
Had a bad cold, nevertheless




