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Competition Background

CARPE DIEM, the newest office tower, is to be

built in the business district (BD) Of Paris-La of La
Defense, the EPAD. The project was organized by
EPAD—the management and development body
in charge of La Defense. Special attention was
focused on those energy consuming and polluting
buildings with around 400 KWH per square meter
per year, where significant progress has to be
made.

CARPE DIEM is one of 8 projects which will replace
old, obsolete, out-of-the-market buildings with new
ecologically sustainable ones.

Located within the city of Courbevoie, inside the
La Defense BD perimeter on the site of the existing
France Telecom office building, CARPE DIEM is
45000 square meters with 32 stories and 166 meters
in height.
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Remarks

The first impression of the three schemes was

that they all made a strong effort to address the
pedestrian connection between the site and
structure itself. The new office tower is a sign of
the times, where more emphaisis is being placed
on the new workplace lifestyle in high-rise office
buildings. Not only is CARPE DIEM a demonstration
of the ability to design a friendly, humane-sized
development, but also evidence of setting new
standards for sustainable architecture for high-rise
office buildings.
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Robert A.M. Stern Architects
Project 1 the first prize

Robert A.M. Stern won the competition with his tower. Although
stylistically reminiscent of earlier tower designs — most notably I.M.
Pei’s Bank of China in Hong Kong — Stern’s scheme aggressively
addresses the sustainability issue. The tower is designed to
significantly exceed French regulations for environmentally
responsible development. With its triple-glazed curtain wall that
incorporates sunshades that respond to the solar orientation of
each fagade and innovative grilles that provide natural ventilation
to reduce dependence on air condition. Also included in the design
were solar water heating, a heat recovery system, and high-
performance lighting.
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Jacques Ferrier Architects
Project 2 finalist

The Jacques Ferrier design for CARPE DIEM raised the base

of the tower 20 meters above the esplanade, supporting it by
triangulated reinforced concrete frames to create an independent
base as a focal point for activities, expressing a strong dual desire
to place emphasis on public space and accompany movements
across the La Défense esplanade to the circular boulevard lying
seven metres further down and Courbevoie beyond.
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