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QIAN MOUNTAINS — A SPECTACULAR SCENIC SPOT ON EARTH
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Known in ancient times as Jicuishan and also
called Qianduolianhuashan, Qian Mountains is
one of China’ major scenic spots and hi-
storical sites. Situated 17 kilometers sou-
theast of Anshan City, Liaoni Province and
occupying an area of 72 square kilometers, it
overlooks Bohai Sea in the south and borders on
the Changbai Mountains in the North. In addition
to a chain of towering maintains and heaven —
kissing forest, Qian Mountains is particularly
renowned for its picturesque peaks, charming
rocks, secluded valleys, ancient temples, huge
Buddhas, rare pines and full — blown flowers. It
distinguished itself by its concentrated but ever
— changing scenery, hence the name “Pearl of
Northeast”. Through the ages, Qian mountains

with its special appeal has attracted visitors to
this place of scenic beauty on earth.

“Billows are stricken by the soughing wind in
the pines from a myriad valleys; a lotus lake is
formed by a thousand peaks towering verdant
thickets. " Though not as imposing as China’ s
Five Sacred Mountains, it compensates for this
by a kind of grandeur unique to its mountains
consisting of thousands of lotus — shaped
peaks, which glorify its splendid natural land-
scapes and present almost unending spectacles
on the vast area east of Liao River. “Will you
desire to know how many flowers in heaven?
Nine hundred and ninety nine lotuses makes an
answer.” These are famous lines in praise of
Qian Mountains by Yuao Yuan, a poet in the
Qing Dynasty. Among the numerous views of
peaks is singular Hugh Buddha of Qian Moun-
tains, this whole peak — shaped Buddha stands
in the center of Thousand Lotus Mountain, ac-
quiring an element of mystery and wonder. Im-
mortal’ s Summit, deriving its name from the
legend that Ding Lingwei, a prefectural governor
of the Han Dynasty, returned after turning him-
self into an immortal crane, is the summit of the
mountains. Looking far into distance on top of
it, one can find various peaks taking thousands
of shapes and presenting an extraordinary
panorama as far as the eye can see: ancient
pines reaching into skies billowing against the
strong wind; jagged rocks of grotesque shapes
scattered everywhere; caverns and pagodas
lost in the cloud and mist; the lakes and hills
contrasting finely with each other. Landscapes
vary from one season to another: pear blossoms
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and other flowers crowning the mountains and
valleys in different tints in spring; a forest of
peaks lush with verdant thickets in summer; red
leaves floating like sunset clouds in autumn;
ranges clad in a reach of white snow. The
mountains are deluged with amazing spectacles
all years round, keeping sightseers lingering on
without the thought of leaving.

Qian Mountains makes a perfect combination
of natural landscapes and humanistic ones with
religious culture central to the latter. “Chiming
of golden bells comes before one approaches
the mountains; incense from burners exudes
when one enters the temples. ” Scattered in the
mountains are more than 20 monasteries, tem-
ples, Taoist temples, palaces, and convents,
which look like glittering jewels embedded in the
enchanting peaks and valleys, thus adding
much charm to the old mountains. Some of
these old and magnificent temples and monas-
teries tower above perilous peaks, some are
embraced in the mountains and hills, others
stand in the ramps with a sunny exposure and
still others are shaded with ancient trees and
oddly shaped stones. They combine with nature
into beauty, serenity, and seclusion of harmony
beyond description. Just as an official of Qing
Dynasty depicted in his poem “Buddhist temples
are built from midheaven; fragrant rocks are
slapped in greenish spring. Empty halls find
dews at dawn; secluded valleys hear the chirp-
ing cicadas. A screen of peaks shields the tem-
ples by means of which mountains manifest
themselves”. Besides these temples, what
contributes to the humanistic landscapes include

innumerable caverns, pagodas, pavilions and
tablets.

Attracted by brilliant spectacles, a great
number of celebrities and other people have fre-
quented Qian Mountains through centuries.
There one can see not only the ruins of Tang Dy-
nasty’ s Emperor Li Shimin’ s lodging when he
was traveling and military camps of Xue Li, but
also find traces or read poems by Emperors
Kang Xi and Qian Long of the Qing Dynasty.
Wang Erlie, a noted and talented court historian
of the Qing Dynasty, attended school at the
Dragon Spring Monastery in Qian Mountains,
whose own study has been preserved up to
now. Through ages, celebrated men of letters
have left behind them eulogizing poems about
Qian Mountains. More than 1,600 such poems
were composed during the Ming Dynasty, Qing
Dynasty and reigning period of the Republic of
China (1912 - 1949).

After the founding of the People’ s Republic
of China, especially since the reform and open-
ing to the rest of the world, Qian Mountains
has taken on a new look as more scenic spots
have been opened to the visitors, which make it
a major attraction of travel and holiday as well
as summer resort in the northern part of China.
Composed of four excursion centers in the
north, south, east and west, which include 20
places for sight — seeing and more than 400
scenic spots, the Mountains may take a holiday
— maker about four day’s time to cover.

Qian Mountains, with its gorgeous scenery,
is awaiting arrival of visitors at home and
abroad.
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“Thriving peaks and verdant pines grow in
profusion; numerous high mountains emerge in
this land of charm and beauty. ” Qian Mountains
is characteristic of its blessed and exquisite
scenery. It is reputed for its four natural land-
scapes: fantastic peaks, grotesque rocks,
sturdy and old pines and pear blossoms.
Viewed from a distance, lofty peaks seem to be
in a lotus lake vying for fascination, with each
unique in its own shape. These 109 peaks are
perhaps best represented by Immortal Summit,
Five Buddha Peak, Lion, Maitreya, Jingping,
Buddha’ s Warrior, with each taking various
postures commanding a bird’ s — eye view of the
Liaodong Peninsula.

Grotesque rocks in Qian Mountains, also
known as fantastic rocks, look as if they were
innumerable flowers, embellishing odd peaks,
beautiful slopes, peaceful gorges and monas-
teries with nature — endowed shapes of grotes-
query, oddity, beauty and ugliness. Curiously
shaped rocks such as Crouching Dragon Stone,
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Longevity Stone and Giant Stone assume the
shapes of bird, beast and human respectively
whilst Heart Linking Stone, Flat Stone and Bell
Stone are simply nature’ s endowment. All this
would somehow make one lost in wonder. What
is more strange is a stone called Wooden Fish
which is capable of giving sound of wooden fish
when beaten. In fact, TV series Legend of
Wooden Fish Stone is based on this. A suc-
cessful candidate in the imperial examinations
named Li Longshi depicted grotesque stones in
Qian Mountains this way: “Grotesque stones a-
maze people with their superbness; vast ex-
panses of verdure extend to distant mountains.
After | feed my sight on these, paintings do not
seem worth feasting my eyes any more. ”

“Whistling pines accompany swollen valleys
and pealing rocks”, “A sea of pines lap against
clouds in the sky”, and “Peaks tower above the
ground three thousand ren, and scrape the
clouds one myriad li high”. This is how poets
both today and in the past have sung for fantas-
tic pines in Qian Mountains. 95 percent of the
mountains are covered with vegetation of vari-
ous kinds, 40 percent of which are pines, in-
cluding tens of thousands of pines over 100
years old. Some of their tops have formed
canopy, blocking the sun and clouds; some
branch out as if dancing in the sky; others are
slim and tender, crawling amidst rocks instead.
As far as one can feel, the hills and valleys are
permeated with an idyllic atmosphere.

Flowers in Qian Mountains are all in full
bloom with pear blossoms most dazzling the
eyes. Since the Ming and Qing Dynasty, pear

blossoms have been regarded as one of focal
points of interest. Pear trees, more than 20
thousand in number, are distributed all over the
mountains and valleys, large or small. Every
year in May when pear blossoms are out, before
one is all the sight of white with fragrance strik-
ing the nose. “Snow banks at the foot of thou-
sands of mountains in March; frost freezes in
myriads of trees in May”, “Fairy rocks are re-
warded with prosperity and flourish; fragrant
snow stretches longand unbroken on its boundless
sea”. These are precisely spectacles per-
formed by pear blossoms.
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Autumn at Qian Mountains
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