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Jades Unearthed from Shanxi

Song Jianzhong and Ji Kunzhang

Shanxi, encompassing the middle valley of the Yellow River, occupies the area where the Central Plains joins
with grasslands. Jinnan (southern Shanxi), one of the various areas where the Huaxia Culture originated,
played an important role in 5000 years of Chinese history.

Presently, no jades have been discovered in association with the earliest Yangshao or even earlier Zaoyuan
Culture. A cultural peak in the late phase of the Yangshao, represented by the second stage of Miaodigou
Culture, is represented by a large number of sites discovered in the southern range of the Zhongtiao Mountains
on the northern shore of the Yellow River, in the Su River valley in Yuncheng Basin, in the lower valley of the
Fen River in the Linfen Basin, and in the area of central Shanxi, but only the cemetery burials at Qingliangsi in
Ruicheng and at Xiajin in Linfen have a sizeable number of jades. A large number of jades, on the other hand,
have been discovered at Longshan period sites, as represented by remains of the Taosi Culture.

Very recently a new large-scale Neolithic cemetery was discovered at Qingliangsi in Ruicheng. Three-hun-
dred different status tombs belonging to the late of the second stage of Miaodigou Culture were unearthed and
are close in type with early period remains at Taosi in the Linfen Basin. Most burials had one to twelve different
types of jade and stone artifacts, placed on the head, upper arm or belly. Types include mostly jade disk (bi) and
ring (huan), stone knives, and jade and stone axe (yue). Other less numerous artifacts include jade tube (cong),
stone axe and small jade ornaments'. Only a small number of these artifacts may be classified as ritual in
function.

Xiajin cemetery, located in the center of the Linfen Basin, compares well with early remains of Taosi, dating to
a.2500 BC. Four major types of jade and stone objects, including yue, knives, bi and huan from 533 excavated
tombs?. Based on current analyses, “true jade” material only accounts for 10% of the total, which figure tallies
with that of Taosi.

The largest scale remains in the middle Yellow River valley are at Taosi. Rich and varied, these finds define
the site as a cultural type-site dating to ca. 2600-2000 BC. The Taosi Culture represents a major branch of the
Longshan Culture that peaked and developed in the Central Plains. Most jades come from tombs and 200 of
1309 excavated tombs had jade and stone objects. Over 800 different jade and stone types include primitive
yue, tablet (gui), bi and cong’. About 9.6% or 98 of these can be scientifically identified as “true jade” or tremo-
lite and actinolite nephrite. “Half-jade” (nephrite with calcite and albite, sometimes translated as semi-jade),
includes 0.6% or six artifacts, and 42% or 433 artifacts are other precious stones, often classified as “imitative
jade,” including marble, serpentine marble, magnesium marble, serpentine, antigorite, talc, sericite, white
mica, diorite, turquoise, with marble the most numerous and serpentine next, and comprising 75% of the
“imitative jade” stone types.

There has been tremendous interest in analyzing Taosi Culture stone and jade artifacts, with the general
recognition that their function is determined by the quality of stone used to fabricate the object. The hardest
materials were used to craft yue, yue-like objects, gui, bi, joined bi, huan, huang, cong, double hole knives, combs,
necklaces, arm bands, rings, head ornaments that swing, and various other head ornaments. Many jade bi and
raw materials from the site have remains of worked surfaces, revealing slicing on an emery wheel (tuo) and
evidence of sawing and sometimes cutting with a metal saw. Perforations are made with a tubular drill and
many are executed from two sides, some just one, and most are polished, resulting in a high glossy surface.

In 1964, one jade gi-axe with an incised spirit face was unearthed at Guangzhishan, Houzhuang Village at
Licheng that measures 20 cm tall by 13 cm wide. One face is decorated with the profile head with crown and
hair extending to the shoulders, characterized by wide open eyes and an image is also carved on the other side,
with the crown and ornaments placed on a rectangular ledge.

During the Xia and Shang periods, cultural finds continue to appear, with numerous Xia Culture remains but
with few jades. Early Shang period remains derive from six strata at Dongxiafeng, Xiaxian County and burials
consist of one small jade adze with side serrations*. The latter is small, ink green in color, flat and rectangular
in shape, with one side worked, measuring 3.5 cm long. Another, measuring 6.7 cm long, brown in color with
protruding side serrations, arched and flat, with one side worked and polished was probably reworked from the
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remains of a bi. One jade handle-shaped object®, similar in style to Xia period examples, was found in an Upper
Erligang period tomb at a Shang city in Yuanqu. The latter is created out of white jade, completely polished and
rectangular in shape with a trapezoidal end that is pierced at the middle from one side only. The handle part
ends in an arch and measures 8.4 cm long by 1.1 cm wide.

Two state sites (fangguo) of late Shang period at Jingjie and Fushanqiao were excavated in 1985 and 2003 by
the Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archeology and a group of exquisite jades were discovered. Tombs No. 1 and
2, out of three burials excavated at Jingjie, contain 19 jades. Outside of a jade bi, huang and three tubes, all others
are small pendants and sculptures, including deer, rabbit, tiger, cicada, silkworm, bird, swallow and fish®,
carved in a descriptive and lively style, and comparable with those from the Burial of Fuhao at Yinxu.

During the Western Zhou period, many enfeoffments and states were located in Shanxi, and many sites and
cemeteries have been excavated. The most important discoveries include the Jin State cemetery and remains at
Tianma-Qucun; the cemetery of a Jin Marquis at Beizhao; a cemetery at Yongningpu, Hongtong County; and the
State Peng cemetery at Hengshui, Jiangxian County.

The jades unearthed from the cemeteries of Marquis of State Jin at Qucun are numerous and varied, ranging
from ritual to pendant and ornament types, and to utilitarian and burial implements’. Ritual jades from the
Marquis of Jin cemetery burials primarily consist of jade groups, the most important of which are large ge, bi,
yue, cong and gi (halberd and axe) weapons. Most of the marquis’ and marquises’ burials had large ge, as repre-
sented by one in addition to a large bi placed on the chest of the Marquis Xian of Jin. The ge is a refined piece of
workmanship, ivory yellow in color, measuring 58.5 cm long by 8.7 cm wide, marked by a long blade and short
haft, with a circular hole at the juncture of handle and haft. The haft is decorated with two lines and at the end
with 15 terminal horizontal lines, a remarkable detail reflecting a high quality of workmanship rarely seen.
Unearthed from the second wife of Marquis Mu of Jin’s Tomb No.63, is a highly polished, 36.2 cm long ge with
perforated haft decorated on both sides with a profile image of a human-headed animal spirit. The semi-human
(human and animal) image is represented crouching with g -shaped eye, large ears, round nose, large fangs and
a long thread thin beard extending to the foot. One arm of the profile image is curled inwards with hands
grabbing the beard, yet only the thumb appears to be human and the remaining digits of both hands and feet
appear to belong to wild animal claws. Linear decoration is primarily executed in double outlines with further
fine line details, particularly fine in the area of the head and hair, where dense and fine silk threads group into
5-6 strands in less than one millimeter. s

Ajade bi from Tomb No.63, gray in color, 15.6 cm in diameter, with hole diameter of 6-8 cm, is decorated with
two coiled dragon motifs on each side whose tails and heads connect. The dragon snout curls upward and the
eye takes a [ -shape.

The most exquisite and refined art works from these tombs are the numerous pendant groups, of two types,
based on their location of discovery in the tomb. One group comprises chest pendants that hang from the neck
and the second is a type of pectoral hanging from the shoulders across the chest on two sides. The former type
mostly consists of huang pendants and the latter consists of mostly jade and bone trapezoidal-shaped plaques
with agate tubes and various other precious stone tubes and ornaments. One large-scale group of neck pen-
dants is composed of three huang, two huan, two slit rings; another is composed of four huang linked with beads,
another with four huang and four closure clasps (heng), another of five huang linked with beads, a further one
with multiple huang linked with huan, another made of plaques linked with beads, and another made of jade
plaques and ge-shapes with beads. From Tomb No.63 a necklace of 204 parts includes 45 jade huang, heng
(closure part of girdle pendant), chongya pendants (bowed pendant shape), tubes, various beads, and agate
tubes. The huang are special, heroic and unequalled in quality of execution and style. Motifs include double
dragons, double-heads of birds, humans with dragon bodies, exquisite in craftsmanship. The lower huang
pendant in form of two wild geese, with life-like wings and an air of unstoppable strength, is particularly
beautiful. Tomb No.31 of Marquis Xian of Jin’s wife has a group of jade plaques linked with beads and
pendants, of the beaded shroud type, measuring 67 cm long and composed of 654 stones made out of jade,
agate and other precious stones. Trapezoidal jade plaques, with front faces carved with dragon motifs and
upper ends pierced for six suspended agate tubes and lower ends with nine suspended white jade beads, green
and red agate ornaments, are all beautiful and brilliantly polished. Other ornaments include hair types,
earrings, various other necklace types and body decoration, in shapes of huan, closure clasps (heng), huang, slit
rings, tubes and beads.
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Utilitarian jades include the handle-shaped objects, chopsticks and small pointed pendants. Small-scale
baubles and ornaments are numerous and varied, and include everyday life images of humans and various
animals, that are all beautifully worked. Types comprise humans, anthropomorphic dragons, dragons,
phoenixes, falcons, owlets, birds, tigers, bears, horses, oxen, sheep, deer, monkeys, cicadas, mantises,
silkworms, snakes and tortoises. The natural effects of the raw material are exploited in creating wonderfully
life-like forms that designate this phase as a height in jade working during the Western Zhou. From Tomb No.8,
a standing figurine, 9.1 cm tall, carved out of dark green jade, depicts an aristocrat with spread out hair, thick
eyebrows, large eyes, wide nose, high neck with robe closing to the right, a belted and trapezoidal-shaped skirt,
with a vertical leaf-shaped covering over the knee (knee cap). A square bronze box from Tomb 63 includes over
100 various types of baubles, mostly ornaments with some small drum shapes.

Funerary jades include threaded face covers, mouth plugs, hand held jades, and soles, amidst which jade face
covers constitute the hallmark of the Jin Marquis tombs. Most burials have them and one tomb may have two.
The most beautiful example is that in Tomb No.620f Marquis Mu of Jin, composed of 48 jade pieces, of which 24
were used to create the five facial plugs. Jade ornaments include tiger shapes with projecting foreheads and
withdrawn limbs in crouching position, and often with reverted heads in life-like poses. Pieces of multiple
color jade and precious stone, often trapezoidal in shape, form a halo around the face shrouds.

The cemetery of Marquis of Jin was used from the early Western Zhou through the early Spring and Autumn
periods. Burials are laid out in regular format, evolving in clear design and jades are similarly standardized,
intact and complete in form and thus serve as a reliable tool for studying Western Zhou period jades, particu-
larly their grouping and type, and distinctions between male and female burials, in addition to status. Varia-
tions in terms of shape and design increase well beyond those of Shang times not only in number and complex-
ity of the pendant type, but this era witnesses the earliest use of the face cover. Other major characteristics
include the coupling of human and animal, and of dragon and phoenix forms. During the State Jin period, the
Shang double incised-line outlining techniques develops into a new form of which the outer line is rough and
inner line fine, the consolidated Shang style has also become mild, flowing and melodic, thus signifying another
height in the evolution of jade-working.

In 1980, Shanxi Provincial Committee of Cultural Relics excavated the Western Zhou period tombs at
Yongningpu, Hongtong County, revealing a batch of jades comparable in style to those of the Jin Marquis.
Shapes include ge, gui, huang, bi, tubes and slit rings® #which are divisible into ritual, burial, pendant, and bauble
type groups.

" From 2001 to June of 2005, a group of Western Zhou period burials representing State Peng rulers were
unearthed at Hengshui, Jiangxian County by the Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archeology”. The pendants
consisted of jade huang sets, bone plaques and agate chain ornaments, and other chain linked ornaments, plus
burial jades, all of which are well preserved, high in quality and beautifully worked.

During the Eastern Zhou period, Shanxi was under the control of the State Jin, and later Jin was divided into
Han, Wei and Zhao, three powerful families. A comparatively large number of jades were uncovered from late
State Jin burials in Shanxi, including in south Shanxi, the Shangguo cemetery in Wenxi County, Chengcun
cemetery in Linyi County, Xintian remains in Houma, and in southeast Shanxi, the cemetery at Fenshuiling,
Changzhi, the cemetery of Changzi, the cemetery of Luhe, Lucheng, and in Taiyuan area the cemetery of
Jinshengcun. Medium and small-scale cemeteries with burials including jades are known at Yuncheng, Linfen,
Xinzhou and Yuanping

Ancient Quwo is recognized as the State Jin of Spring and Autumn period in the area of Shangguo, and is
also the Ancestral Temple site of the Duke of Jin. In the 1970’s, a large-scale cemetery was investigated at the
same place as an Eastern Zhou cemetery. Seventy-six tombs were excavated and over 120 jades', including
ritual ge, huang, animals heads, plaques, groups of pendants, plaque assemblages, neck ornaments and hooks,
plus fish, slit rings, xi, among which the huang are the most popular and excel in beauty in representing jade-
working of Western Zhou period and State Peng.

Houma was the last capital of the State Jin and a new city site dating to 585 BC that lasted until the early 4th
century BC when Zhao, Han and Wei families divided Jin and the Jin capital ended after a life of 200 years, of
late Spring and Autumn to early Warring States periods. In the 1950’s, ancient city and temple foundations
were discovered at Houma, in addition to a cemetery, sacrificial site, remains of an oath swearing site, bronze
casting workshops, jade workshops and a large number of residential remains. A rich number of ritual and tool
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types survive from these remains.

At the late Jin capital site of Xintian, Houma, more than 11 sacrificial sites were discovered, and over 4,000
sacrificial pits excavated" , with extensive numbers of surviving artifacts. Jade and stone implements included
ritual types, such as bi, huan, gui, inscribed slips (jian), huang, slit rings and dragon-shaped pendants, in addi-
tion to more roughly worked and still unfinished pieces, half parts, fragments and left-over parts. At the oath-
swearing sites, jade and stone objects include nephrite in shades of grey white, yellow and ink black, and a few
stone artifacts. Most were roughly fashioned, and not many were refined. Those worked out of the finest
material are bi, huang and dragon-shaped pendants, and those less refined include gui, slips (jian) and zhang.

At Jinshengcun in Taiyuan, the location of capital of the late State Jin at Jinyang, under control of the Prime
Minister of the Zhao clan, a Spring and Autumn tomb belonging to Zhao Jianzi’s son, Zhao Yang, was
unearthed. The numerous jades found include 297, comprising 23 stone qui and other jade types, such as bi,
huan, huang, closure clasps (heng), cong, zhang, qui, slit rings, pendants, sword fittings, and pierced pieces. That
Zhao Yang was Prime Minister of Zhao is corroborated by the high quality of working technique, function, and
style of the accompanying jades.

A tomb belonging to an important ranking minister of the Wei clan was located in Changzhi and dates to
the Spring and Autumn through Warring States periods. A selection of stone and jade ritual items of Eastern
Zhou date was unearthed in the 1960’s at Fenshuiling in Changzhi and in the 1970’s at Luhe in Lucheng,
Changzhi.

Jades of Han period and afterward in Shanxi are rarer and only sporadically found. The most important
sites include the Western Han burial at Jiancaoping in Taiyuan and the Eastern Han burial at Wangcun, Xiaxian
County. The quality of the latter jades is extremely high, a shiny translucent white, refined in workmanship,
using the standardized “Eight-Han-Knife” styles to carve. A few, mostly light green jades of Northern Qi date
were also unearthed from tombs of Shedi Huiluo? and Lou Rui®. The girdle clasp (heng) from Shedi Huiluo is
decorated with phoenixes incised on both sides. Another beautiful example is an agate seal, oval in shape with
a lion type animal carved on its top.
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Chronology
AR (£ 5CHT 8000 — A 2000 4 ) Neolithic Period (ca. 8000 — 2000 BC)
RS —HScft (2922 58RT 3000 — Rif 2800 4F) Second Phase of Miaodigou Culture (ca. 3000 — 2800 BC)
FasEscft (925 5HT 2600 — Fij 2000) Taosi Culture (ca. 2600 — 2000 BC)
B (ATTHT20 — R 16 f22) Xia Dynasty (ca. 2000 — 1600 BC)
ﬁ]"rt (TCH 16 —Fi 11 tH40) Shang Dynasty (ca. 1600 — 1100 BC)
FE (TR 11 tHeg — | 771 48) Western Zhou (ca. 1100 — 771 BC)
?EH (A TCHT 770 — Fi 256 4F) Eastern Zhou (770 — 256 BC)
FHF (NTTHT 770 —Hij 476 4) Spring and Autumn Period (770 — 476 BC)
KRE (ATCHT 475 —Rif 221 4F) Warring States Period (475 — 221 BC)
% & (ATTHT 221 —Rif 207 42) Qin Dynasty (221 — 207 BC)
VA (2TCHET 206 — 27T 220 4F) Han Dynasty (206 BC — AD 220)
E{l (A TTHIT 206 — 25 TC 8 4F) Western Han (206 BC — AD 8)
BizE (ATT9 — 234F) Xin (Wang Mang Usurpation ) (9 — 23)
RIL (ATT25 — 220 48) Eastern Han (25 — 220)
=HE (A75220 — 265 4F) Three Kingdoms (220 — 265)
B (AT 220 — 265 4F) Wei (220 — 265)
BIL (AT 221 — 263 4) Shu Han (221 — 263)
B (ATE222 — 280 4F) Wu (222 — 280)
SE (LN 265 — 420 4F) Jin Dyansty (265 — 420)
ﬁg— (AT 265 — 316 4F) Western Jin (265 — 316)
ANHE (27T 304 — 439 4F) & Sixteen Kingdoms (304 — 439)
1F3E],Z (A5 317 — 420 4F) Eastern Jin (317 — 420)
FAEH (AT 420 — 589 4F) Southern Dynasties (420 — 589)
JLEA (27T 386 — 581 4F) Northern Dynasties (386 — 581)
db3% (27T 550 — 557 4F) Northern Qi (550 — 577)
=18 (AT 581 — 618 4F) Sui Dynasty (581 — 618)
B (AT 618 — 907 4) Tang Dynasty (618 — 907)
FATE (AT5907 — 960 4F) Five Dynasties (907 — 960)
AL (A5 907 — 1125 4F) Liao Dynasty (907 — 1125)
Rt (ATLI60 — 1279 4£) Song Dynasty (960 — 1279)
bk (71960 — 1127 48) Northern Song (960 — 1127)
R (AT 1127 — 1279 4) Southern Song (1127 — 1279)
TE (A 1032 — 1234 4) Western Xia (1032 — 1234)
&8 (AT 1115 — 1234 4F) Jin Dynasty (1115 — 1234)
T (A 1279 — 1368 4£) Yuan Dynasty (1279 — 1368)
HRE (AT 1368 — 1644 48) Ming Dynasty (1368 — 1644)
HE (AJT 1644 — 1911 48) Qing Dynasty (1644 — 1911)
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X A% 3k Chronology

1 NI ER Hexagonal Object with Indented Edges
2EER Tube (cong)

3 E5Edl Disc with Notches

4 /R E== Square Object

SEXEEEE Set of Two Arc-shaped Pendants
6 £3f Ring

18 Disc (bi)

8 == Disc (bi)

9417] Blade

10 £7] Blade

11 21 FE i Pendant in the Shape of an Animal's Head
12 E5% Axe (yue)

13 E5k Axe (yue)

14 £5% Axe (yue)

15 5k Axe (yue) =

16 5§ Axe (yue)

17 £33 Ring

18 EE Set of Six Arc-shaped Pendants
19 & 7] Blade

20 7] Blade

21 & Blade

22 £33 Ring

23 T8 Arc-shaped Pendant (huang)
24 T8 Arc-shaped Pendant (huang)
25 X3¢ Tube (cong)

26 £Ix Tube (cong)

27 £1F Tube (cong)

28 E5% Axe (yue)

29 A5k Axe (yue)

30 E 58 Axe (yue)

31 £5% Axe (yue)

32 E5k Axe (yue)

33 EH% Comb




