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And if a beachhead of cooperation may push back
the jungle of suspicion, let both sides join in creating a

new endeavor, not a new balance of power, but a new

world of law, where the strong are just and the weak
secure and the peace preserved.

W R A AEROMEL P HUE RS SRR, IR AR 2L R —k
WIS AR MRS, MRKE —MHREGR, 7
XAMER T, BENIE, $HELE, MPRERI4EF.

BiR

with public spending. For decades, we have piled deficit
upon deficit, mortgaging our future and our children’s

future for the temporary convenience of the present. To
continue this long trend is to guarantee tremendous social, cultural,
political, and economic upheavals.
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The functions of our government continue without

interruption. Federal agencies in Washington, which had

to be evacuated today, are reopening for essential

personnel tonight and will be open for business

tomorrow.
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In addition, I had real and serious concerns about an

independent counsel investigation that began with private

business dealings 20 years ago, dealings, I might add,

about which an independent federal agency found no
evidence of any wrongdoing by me and my wife over two years ago. The
independent counsel investigation moved on to my staff and friends, then
into my private life. And now the investigation itself is under investigation.
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Now let me, however, raise a single warning: ours
is a very powerful opposition. On November 5th, we

were a minority by only a few million votes. Let us not,

therefore, fall into the partisan error of opposing things
just for the sake of opposition. Ours must not be an opposition against; it
must be an opposition for, an opposition for a strong America, a
productive America. For only the productive can be strong, and only the
strong can be free.
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This is preeminently the time to speak the truth, the
whole truth, frankly and boldly. Nor need we shrink from
honestly facing conditions facing our country today. This

great nation will endure as it has endured, will revive and
will prosper.
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For many of you, these challenges are also felt in
more personal terms. Perhaps you’re still looking for a
job. You’re struggling to figure out what career path

makes sense in this disrupted economy. Maybe you’ve
got student loans—no, you definitely have student loans. Or credit card
debts. And you’re wondering how you’ll ever pay them off. Maybe you’ve
got a family to raise. And you are wondering how you’ll ensure that your
children have the same opportunities you’ve had to get an education and
pursue their dreams.
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bread and butt
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| beg your pardon.

With a good conscience our only sure reward, with
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Finally, v;hether you are cmzens of America or
citizens of the world, ask of us here the same high
standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you.




history the final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love,
asking His blessing and His help, but knowing that here on earth God’s
work must truly be our own.
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rushed terrorists to save others on the ground —

passengers like an exceptional man named Todd Beamer.

Would you please help me to welcome his wife, Lisa
Beamer, here tonight.
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Now we tried it their way for 12 years. We tried it

their way for 12 years. We tried it our way for 8 years.
Then we tried it their way for four more. By the only test

that matters, whether people were better off when we
finished than when we started, our way works better.
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Hostilities exist, there is no blinking at the fact that

our people, our territory and our interest are in grave

danger” With confidence in our armed forces, with the
inbounding determination of our people, we will gain the
inevitable triumph, so help us God. I ask that the Congress declare that
since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday December
7, 1941, a state of war has existed between the United States and the

Japanese Empire.
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That’s the spirit that led a band of patriots, not much
older than most of you, to take on an empire, to start this

experiment in democracy we call America. It’s what

drove young pioneers west to Arizona and beyond, what

drove young women to reach for the ballot, what inspired a 30-year-old
escaped slave to run an underground railroad to freedom, what inspired a
young man named Cesar to go out and help farm workers, what inspired a
26-year-old preacher to lead a bus boycott for justice. It’s what led
firefighters and police officers in the prime of their lives up the stairs of
those burning towers and young people across this country to drop what
they were doing and come to the aid of a flooded New Orleans. It’s what
led two guys in a garage named Hewlett and Packard to form a company
that would change the way we live and work, what led scientists in
laboratories and novelists in coffee shops to labor in obscurity until they

el
=



