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During the sixth and seventh century, a new nationality, Dangxiang (a branch

of the Qiang people in ancient China), was gradually rising. They lived freely in

the joint area of Tibet, Sichuan and Qinghai province. According to their surname,
eight clans were divided into such “Eight Parts of Dangxiang”, i.e.: Tuoba,
Xifeng, Feiting, Wangli, Pochao, Yeli, Fangdang, Miqin. Each of them included
many small tribes. A big tribe could manage more than ten thousand of cavalrymen,
while a smaller only had one thousand about. Tuoba was the strongest among the

eight tribes in particular.
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People of Dangxiang were tall and dark. They had deep set eyes and white

teeth. They liked wearing big earrings and fur clothes. They were good at riding
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and arrow-shooting as well as hunting. They lived a primitive nomadic life and a
self-orientated life without communicating each other at ordinary time. However,
they would unite closely to fight enemies when they were invaded; women and
children also took part in the combat with men. They fought hard and burned their
enemy's houses. The people believed in heaven, and different tribes got together
every three years and offered the sacrifices to the heaven by killing cattle and

sheep. Dangxiang people accepted cremation after their death.
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It was recorded in lots of the ancient Xixia poems that Dangxiang People
gradually immigrated to the Min Mountain area, which is between Gansu and
Sichuan Province where it was good for them to live, during the Wen King of Sui

Dynasty.
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In 629 (the 3" year of Emperor Zhen Guan ruled period in Tang Dynasty), the
chief Bulai of Xifeng tribe led Dangxiang people to submit to the Tang Dynasty. As
a result, the other Dangxiang tribes followed the example of Bulai one after

another. The government of the Tang Dynasty set up 32 states in the region

inhabited of the Dangxiang people, such as Yizhou, Cuozhou, Linzhou, Kezhou
and so on , and appointed all the heads of the parts prefecture governor. Chici,
the head of the Tuoba Tribe, was appointed as the principal officer of Xirongzhou,

and was surnamed the royal family name “Li” by the emperor of Tang Dynasty.

He was the earliest ancestor of the Xixia Dynasy.
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In the early Tang Dynasty, Tubo people (one of the nationalities) emerged in
Qingzang Plateau and established a powerful Tubo Dynasty. They attacked other
nationalities continuously, which threatened Dangxiang people seriously. In 638
(the 12" year of the Emperor Zhen Guan ruled period in Tang Dynasty), Tubo
attacked other nationalities including Dangxiang and Bailan. They gathered 200
thousand soldiers into the area of Dangxiang. Dangxiang people couldn't stand
such invasion from Tubo. Therefore, they requested the emperor of the Tang
Dynasty to migrate them to inland area. As a result, the Tang government relocated
the originally principal office from Jingbian zhou in Longxi area to Qing Zhou,

which was today's Qingyang city in Gansu Province for placating Dangxiang
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In 763, (the first year of emperor Guangde in the Tang Dynasty), Tuoba
nationality initiated rebellion together with Tuguhun nationality and the Huihu
nationality. Being worried about the possible joint hands between nationalities and
its neighbor Tubo nationality, Tang government decided to relocated Dangxiang
to Yinzhou (today's Mizhi county in Shanxi province ) and Xiazhou (today's
Henshan county in Shanxi Province). In order to comfort the Dangxiang people, the
Emperor Daizong of the Tang Dynasty invited the five principals of Dangxiang
nationality including Tuoba Chaoguang, Tuoba Qimei for interview. From then on,

the Dangxiang Tribes that lived in Qingzhou area were called “Dongshan Tribe” ,

%.... while those that lived in Xiazhou area were called “Pingxia Tribe” . It was the

~ ancestors of the Xixia Dynasty— “Tuobo Tribe” .
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The Dangxiang people still lived on their traditional nomadic life as usual
as before they were related to inland, they began to exchange other items with their
horses, cattle, sheep and camels with other nationalities. During the trading, some
of the Dangxiang people also learned to carry out second—hand deal incluing salt,
tea and so on, even more useful things. They had hecome wise businessmen who
relied on trade. At that period, in order to encourage Dangxiang people to engage
in agricultural production, “ More leisure lands in the area of Yinchuan and
Xiazhou were granted” by the emperor of the Tang Dynasty, Xuanzong .With the
help of Tang Dynasty, Dangxiang people fixed their residential area and began to

learn agricultural skills.




