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Excuse Me, Sir. I’m Looking for Building 28.

What Shall We Learn?
TOPIC: Asking for and Giving Directions
FUNCTIONS::
Making polite requests
Giving directions
Talking about distances
SKILLS:
Listening:  conversations about finding different
places in a residential estate
Speaking:  dialogues asking for and giving directions
Reading:  applying for a parking permit
Writing:  letters of giving directions

Task 1
The following are pictures and words of buildings and facilities that are likely to
be found in a well-equipped residential estate. Match the pictures with the places.
Which places are not included in the pictures?

e. g. Picture A—car park
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water tower square gas company shop restaurant
public garden post office hospital cinema library
school kindergarten  car park sports center bank
Listening
Task 2

Before you listen , look at the following pictures showing different road features

and pick from the word box an appropriate expression to match the right picture.

Write the phrases down on the space below.

on the corner in Lake Road across the bridge

in the square at the roundabout at the mailbox
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Evergreen Residential Estate

Task 3
B Now listen and list the five places which the new clients ask about. Then

match the places with the letters on the map above.
e.g. car park—A
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Listen and read. Can you help Wilson find Building 289 Jake Wilson is a
visitor to an apartment in Building 28. But he is in the Residential Estate for the

first time. He doesn’t know where Apartment Building 28 is.' He stops at the gate

and asks the gatekeeper.

Jake Wilson:
Gatekeeper :
Jake Wilson;
Gatekeeper :

Jake Wilson .
Gatekeeper .
Jake Wilson .
Gatekeeper:
Jake Wilson
Gatekeeper :
Jake Wilson:

Excuse me. Can you help me?

Sure, what can I do for you?

Where is Apartment Building 287

That’s easy. Go straight ahead for about two hundred meters to the
roundabout. Then make a left turn. Then walk two blocks to the back
of the school. Turn right into Redwood Road. Go across the bridge.
And the... first, second, third, ... yes, the third on the left is
Building 28.

So, it’s straight ahead to the roundabout and then the left?

Yes.

I see. Is it far?

It’s not very far. About ten minutes’ walk, I think.

Okay. Thank you.

Not at all. Goodbye!

Goodbye!

( After walking around some time , Jake is still unable to find the place. He stops a

guard on patrol. )

Jake Wilson:

Patrolman ;

Jake Wilson:

Patrolman ;

Speaking
Task 5

Excuse me, sir. I'm looking for Building 28.

Well. Apartment buildings are on the other side of the river, and 28
is to the left, past about two buildings.

Thank you very much for your help.

You're welcome.

Stress and intonation. Listen and pay attention to the words that are stressed.

Study why these words are stressed. Then listen again and repeat.

1. Go across the bridge.

2. Turn left at the postbox.

3. There’s the cinema on the corner.
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4. It’s the third on the left.
5. Turn right into Redwood Road.
6. Go straight ahead at the crossroads.
Task &
Learn to express. The following are useful expressions and tips on directions.
Learn to use them in your daily life.
Asking for directions
Excuse me. Can/Could you tell me the way to...?
Excuse me. Can/Could you tell me how I can get to...?
Excuse me. Can/Could you tell me how to get to...?
Excuse me. Is there a car park/... near here?
Excuse me. How do I get to the property management office/...?
Excuse me. Where’s the nearest toilet/... 7
Excuse me. I'm looking for...?
Giving directions .
Go straight ahead for about two hundred meters.
Take the second turning on the right.
Turn left at the crossroads.
Make a right turn at the end of the road.
On your left you’ll see...
Go past two buildings /...
It’s about ten minutes’ walk / two minutes’ drive.
Final tips:
If you are giving directions over the phone, remember to speak slowly to let the
other person write things down. Check that the other person has understood.
If you are speaking face-to-face with someone, use your hands to show left, right,
or straight on, as you give them directions.
Task 7
Role play. Ask for and give directions from the point 1 on the map.
Student A: Look at the map of Evergreen Residential Estate and ask your partner
for directions to:
1. the baker’s shop
2. the Domino’s market
3. tennis court

Then give your partner directions to the places he/she asks about.
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Student B: Look at the map above and give your partner directions to the places he/

she asks about. Then ask your partner for directions to:

1. the Property Management Office

2. the hospital

3. the school

Task

Work in pairs using the map of Evergreen Residential Estate. Go through the

following situations , taking it in turns to ask for and give directions.

1. You have just arrived to visit your aunt who is in hospital. You are standing
outside the Residential Estate. Ask the guard at the entrance how to get to the
hospital.

2. You are walking along Lake Road, passing by the Public Garden. You want to
draw some money from the bank. A gardener is working in the garden. Ask him
where the bank is.

3. You are standing outside the school. You are supposed to be meeting some
friends at the coffee bar in the restaurant, but you don’t know where it is. Stop
someone and ask the way.

4. You are in the office of Real Estate Agency, which is in the Office Tower. You
want to rent an apartment. The agent recommends one in Building 15. You want
to have a look at the apartment, but you don’t know where the building is. Ask

the agent how to find Building 15.

Reading

Applying for a Parking Permit

Task ©
Before you read, look at the title and talk with your partner about the questions
below.
1. Can people park freely in a residential estate? Are there any parking regulations?
2. What do you know about parking regulations in a residential estate?

Task 10
Now read the first part of the conversation and choose the right answer.
W — Parking warden

D — Diane Greenbaum



(In the car park)

D:
W,
D:
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PEYEYEYPEVE

Excuse me.
Yes? What can I do for you?
I’m a resident here. I’ve just moved in. I was wondering whether I am allowed

to park my car here or not?’

: Yes, I think it’s possible for the houseowners but not for visitors.

Do I need a parking permit?

: Yeah, I believe you do.?

Where do I get that from?

. I think you can get a parking sticker from the administration office.

Where’s that?

. It’s in the building called Block G." Right next to Block E.

Block G?

: Yeah.

Oh, right. And what will happen to you if you don’t buy a sticker? Do they

clamp your wheels or give you a fine?

. No, 1 think they tow your car away.

Oh, really?

: Yeah. And then they fine you as well because you have to pay to get the car

back.

: I’d better get the sticker then.
. Yeah.

. Where exactly is the administration office again? I'’m new in this residential

estate and I’m still trying to find my way around.

. Right. You go along Fragrance Road, past the tennis courts on your left and

the swimming pool on your right and the administration office is opposite the

car park on the left. You can’t miss it.

. So it’s up Fragrance Road, past the swimming pool, opposite the car park.

Right, I'll go straight over there. Bye and thanks for your help.

What are the parking regulations in the residential estate?

A. visitor parking allowed B. resident parking allowed
C. staff parking only allowed D. any one parking allowed
The administration office is in .

A. Block B B. Block D



