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EDITOR’S NOTE

We have compiled this series, which is entitled “The Material Cul-
ture of Yunnan”, in consideration of the following factors.

Firstly, despite the fact that in recent years the publication of
academic works has been described as the growing and flourishing of
hundreds of flowers, little research has been conducted into the cul-
ture of material objects, not to mention works with rather substantial
content which are regrettably less readily available. So there is clearly
a need for good works on this subject. Secondly, seen in the contem-
porary context of China or even the world, Yunnan is indeed a “mu-
seum” of traditional material culture. Relevant works should have been
published in such a unique place as Yunnan which has so many cul-
tural survivals. Thirdly, with the acceleration of the modernization
process, the traditional culture among ethnic peoples is under going
changes at faster rates than ever before in the past, and the material
culture, under the impact of modern science and technology, is disap-
pearing and changing at an ever increasing pace. It is a task of top

priority at present to rescue the existing cultural heritage in time.
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Lastly, even though we recognize the need to rescue it, research into
culture cannot be expected to be accomplished in move. Fortunately,
we have found some scholars who have devoted themselves to the
study of this subject for years and have conducted much fieldwork in
Yunnan. It is with above-mentioned opportunities, geographical ad-
vantages of Yunnan and the support of the scholars that we are able to
offer this series of books to our readers.

On the principle of a rigorous scholarship, a down-to-earth man-
ner and an approach of putting quality before quantity, this series in-
cludes volumes only on hunting, gathering, fishing, farming, spinning,
weaving and technology in life. Although it has not been pos-
sible to cover all the dimensions of material culture in Yunnan, these
most basic fields are the “wastelands” seldom developed by their pre-
decessors, and some of them are even the “virgin lands” handed down
from past generations. Generally speaking, it is easy to get involved
occasionally in a new subject or “an academic vacuum” as it is called
otherwise. What is most difficult is to conduct a deep and systematic
research over a long period. The authors of this series not only have
opened up new frontiers in their respective fields, but also have gone
deeply into them, making all the volumes of this series the representa-
tive works of their own fields, and it is certain that more and more of
its documentary value and academic significance will be felt with the
passage of time.

Since it is entitled “The Material Culture of Yunnan”, this se-
ries should feature both the peculiar and the normal in material
culture. Material culture differs considerably from spiritual cul-
ture in that it is visible. So the volumes in this series are not vague,
general nor abstract, but are visual, concrete and substantial. In
view of that, special emphasis is placed on the selection of illus
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trations in this series, which features substantial texts, abundant
illustrations, detailed analyses and extensive comparisons from all
angles as well.

Distinctive writers are needed to compose distinctive works. As
far as the authors of this series are concerned, two aspects deserve to
be mentioned. Firstly, most of the authors are scholars working in
museums and are specialists in the historical studies of science and
technology. Undoubtedly, all of them are in a better position to make
the study of material culture; and secondly, foreigners as well as the
“natives” of Yunnan are included among the authors. It is one of the
newly emerging trends and is of special significance to cooperate
worldwide in a bid to promote the development of humanistic studies.

We believe the publication of this series of books is like a pre-
cious addition of a delicately fragrant bouquet of flowers to the aca-
demic fields already in a riot of colours.

Kunming, Yunnan

January 1996
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