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Unit 1

Passage A

The First Lady of the United States, Mrs. Nancy Reagan,

ﬁ« _brought her battle against drug abuse to the Voice of America in

VSept‘ember. She told a group of visiting newspapermen that they
“have the \power to protect young people from a terrible fate. ”

”

“You can save lives,” she said, “simply by covering the
drug story. I don’t mean just the arrests, I mean covering the

damage that drugs do to individuals and societies. ”

7 L( Mrs. Reagan addressed her comments to 16 newspapermen

from developing nations who were attending a special VOA dis-

~cussion designed to give them a firsthand look at how the United

States wages its war on drugs. )

In the past six years, Mrs. Reagan has spoken out excitedly
and tirelessly against the horrors of drug abuse. She has visited
dozens of primary and secoﬁdﬁff schools in the United States and

“talked to thousands of young people, urging them to resist the
temptation to use drugs. Her slogan — “Just Say, No!” — has
become the battle cry of America’s war on drugs.

But Mrs. Reagan’s message is not just meant for those who
live in the United States( Drugs are not confined by any national
boundarles , and neither is the First Lady s campaign. In addition

to hostmg two international conferences devoted to the problem

1




of drug abuse, she has travelled to eight countries to warn people
in other lands not to fall into the trap that has caught hundreds
of thousands of Americans. But as determined as the First Lady
is, she understands that if she is going to win this global war,
she will need allies (7). Perhaps that is the major reason she

wanted to address the newspapermen.

Notes:

1. cover v. X+ HEATH R iE
2. do damage to fiE
3. wage a war on Xi--JEFF - ¢
‘4. cry n. 0585
5. host v. FIp; EFF

Comprehension :

1. The passage deals pfimarily with
a. the seriousness of drug problem America faces
‘b, the First Lady’s efforts to spread her war on drugs
c. the global war against drug abuse -

d. what Mrs. Reagan addressed to a group of newspapermen

on drug abuse . _
i 2. According to Mrs. Reagan, the best way to protect people
from drug abuse is

'”

a. to cry “Just Say, No!” as a slogan

b. to punish the drug takers severely and treat them carefully

¢, to convince people that drug abuse is a disaster for individ-
uals and societies

d. to urge young people to resist the temptation to use drugs

2




3. Mrs. Reagan addressed her comments to the newspapermen

mainly because

1

a._they had the power to protect young people from a terrible
o fate
b. she was hosting two international conferences devoted to
the problem of drug abuse
c. they could save lives by writing about medicine
d. she wanted them and their countries to join her in the war
" against drug abuse
4, VOA, as used in the passage, means
-\a,/f‘the Voice of America
b the Visiting Organization’s Affairs
c. the Vice president’s Opening Address
d. the Victory of America
5..How does the author feel about Mrs. Reagan?
a. He speaks highly of her.
b. He heartily sympathizes with her.
c. He is strongly impressed with her address.

d. He shares her cares and bur&eas.

Passage B ‘
Yl
v 4 [t
The most important factors conditioning social development
during this generation were the growth of cities and the increase
in speed of technological changes. The cities were the cente{,s of
industry and business, of government, entertainment, of edu- v

cation, of literature and arts. Urbgnfldea_s and ways of life

spread out over the countryside. Under the influence of the
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movies, the radio, newspaper, national advertising, and so

/

forth ' provincialism (£ +%5) gave way to standa{dlzatlon 144 W,

Of many forces making for standardization, the moving pic-
ture was one of the most important. Moving pictures déte from
the early years of the century, but they did not. beccjame a big-
time business until the First World War or attam tfyelr great in-
fluence until the arrival d\f “t'alkmg pictures” in 1927 By the end
of the de\:cade, between e1gh1y and one hundred ml}hgn persons
went to the miovies every week and a very large proﬂortlon of -
these were children. It was from the movies that the rising der%—
eration got many of its ideas about life, usually romantic (JRi&
f9) and often hi hly mlsleadlng To many the moving 'pictures

o L offered an‘ e;cap from dul‘l reaﬁfyilptp J;he world of romance,

Ull ')’
where all women were beaj;tlilu“l a men handsome, where

riches brought happiness, and where all stories had a happy end-

ing. Directly and indirectly the movxes exerc1s7d an mcalculable
influence. They set styles in dress and hairdés’ (Zvl"t) , in furni-
. ture and interior dre;oratlo CREMfR) 5. ,they created popular songs,

' they taught mvaﬁf‘léﬁ’ Gha" C'rt;atécl porpufar heroes and heromes
7he1r influence spread throughbuf”\che e }14 7 p ( ,;',‘,\. J :
- n e b b
Notes: , ‘1\-'_;": i , ‘r‘,lu

1. condition v. ‘P5E, HLE - e 31
2. give way to ib#F,BRT ‘
3. exercise v. Wi, #3 (H W)

4. setv. RERES




Comprehension :

6.

1

What most contributed to the changes in ways of life during
this generation?

a. The development of industry and business.

bi- The standardization of the society.

c. The urban development and progress of technology.

d.  The growth of cities and the improvement of government.

The moving pictures most probably came into being in

a. 1927 b. 11910’
c. 1930’ 4. 1905

The movies exercised great influence on the young children

a. by painting a rosy picture of modern ideas

b. by offering an (;scape from their miserable life

c..'by bringing them happiness

d. by telling true stories*about popular heroes

From this passage, we would say that

‘a. young children’s imaginations are often fired b'y what they
"~have seen in the pictures

b. it is quite natural that provincialism should give way to
' standardizatiotﬁ .;#\” f

' ¢.-moving pictures had no sooner been created than their in-

fluence began to spread throughout the world

'"d. the world of romance is likely to come true

0. The best title for the passage would be
" a. The Influence of the Movies upon Education

b. The Short History of the Movies 1




c. From Provincialism to Standardization

. d{ The Civilizing Role of the Moving Pictures

Passage C

In 1961, scientists setup enormouss, sensmve apparatus €)'3
28 to collect radio waves from the far reaches of space, hoping
to discover in them some mathematical patterns indicating that
the waves were sent out by other intelligent beings The first at-
tempt failed; but someday the experiment may succeed.

What reason is there to think that we may actually detect in-
telligent life in outer space? ! To begin v w1th, amodern theories of
the development of stars suggest that almost every star has some
sort of family of planets. So any star like our own sun (and there
are billions upon billions of such stars in the universe) is likely to
have a planet situated at such a distance: that it would receive
about the same amount of radiation as the earth..

Moreover, such a planet would probably have the same gen-
eral composmon as our own; sos allowing a billion years or two
— or three — there would be a very good chance for life to devel-
op, if current theories of the origin of life are correct.

But intelligent life? Life that has reached the stage of being
able tol send radio waves out into space in a scientific pattern?
Our own planet may have been in: existence for five billion years
and may have had life on it for two billion, but it is, only in, the
last fxfty years that mtelllgent life capable of sending radio waves

into space has lived on earth.. From this it might seem that even

if there were no technical problems involved; the chance of re-




ceiving signals from any particular earth-type planet would be

extremely small. This does not mean that intelligent life at our

level does not exist somewhere. :

Notes ;

1. intelligent beings n. & A
2. for two billion = for two billion years

Comprehension :

11. The author feels that failure of the 1961 radio-wave experi-

ment was
a. surprising_ 5 to be expected
c. helpful d. a technical problem

12. The’author states most positively that

a. our earth has had life on ?t for two billion years
lz. other stars were born in the same way as our own sun
c.' any planet like our earth receives about the 'same amount
of radiation
d. the stars like our own sun'are too many to be cournted
5t A~ccording to ‘the author, intelligent life in outer space is the
beings that 1192 180
a. are living on any earth-type planet
b." have reached the same level as human beings on earth
<. have been'in existence for five billion' years:
(ig have no technical problems in receiving radio waves
14. Had radio waves from another planet reached the earth one
*'hundred years ago), the edrth would have v w9l

a. answered a few years ago



b. sent an immediate answer
c. sent no answer

d. replied after a few years

* 15. The author’s belief that there may be life in outer space is

based on :
a. the radio signals received from outer space

b. what we know of life on earth

c. the second experiments that have been proved successful
d. what has been proved by current theories of the origin of

life

Passage D ' L

Because there has always been a universal tendency to con-
sider and guess the weather , we have today an enormous body of
weather proverbs. Many of them are nonsense, the product of

ignorance and imagination. But a surprisingly large number of

‘old wives’ tales about the weather have turned out to be re-
markably suitable for the time or conditions. A physics professor
at Wayne University recently examined more than three hundred

proverbs. He found that almost 50 per cent of them were based

on factors that we now consider scientific.

~ The most interesting weather proverbs congern _animals.
This branch of weather proverbs is of great significance, for it
deals with weather’s direct influence on living creatures. To ear-
ly man, animals seemed to be physically aware not only of what
the weather was like today but what it would be like tomorrow.

They appeared to detect the slightest variations in the air and to

8
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know through a kind of sixth sense that'certain weather changes
were on the way.

We have seen that an approaching storm makes its mark on
a whole population and causes a Kinl’of thebs #esctivh. 'Drafnatic
as the human resbonse is, the responsé of animals is even more
striking. Well-trained horses will bolt an run; pigs will fight a-
mong themselves; fish will rise to the surface of ‘the'water ‘and
practically beg to be caught.

“ When “'swallow§ fly ‘high,” riitis "' “familiar © weather
proverb, “the weather'is going to remain beautifil; when they
fly low, the weather will change.” This is true. Swallows eat
various insects ‘which ‘they catch on'‘the wing. 'In clear, fine
weather insects’ generally ‘fly high = that is, about oné 'to’ two
hundred feet up — and naturally the birds match the height of
their food. If the ‘air 'becomes suddenly cool, as it does before
rain, insects “instinctively” (ZBEfY) sink to a lower altitude to
avoid the cold air, and the birds follow them. |

"“'Another 'animal saying that deserved ‘its'wniversal fame is
that cats with tails up and hair standing on end forecast an ap-
proaching wind.  This idea "happens ‘to 'bé’ ‘based 6n sound
physics for a pleasantly cold and strong wind is known to set up
an electrical current in the atmosphere that does'influence sub-
stances like cats” fur. And it can do'this before the wind actually
arrives, making the peculiar position of the cats? fiir an actual

warning of the wind that is‘on the ‘way.

Notes:
1. universal a. %;@E‘Jo—ﬂﬁﬂg



striking a. BE.H

bolt ». & H .8k

run v. B&,.0E

on the wing K&, KiTH
match v. Fl--FFK

o oo oW oW

Comprehension ;
16. What is the main purpose of the passage?
a. To compare weather proverbs and animal sayings.

b. To prove many weather proverbs gro%lded on science.

[e]

. To argue for animal sayings.

d. To explain the résponse of animals to weather changes.
17. What is the best @ence'that many old sayings about the

weather are quite appropriate? ;

a. A Wayne University Physicist’s finding.

b. An enormous body of weather proverbs.

c. A universal tendency to consider and guess the weather.

d. A large number of ‘old wives’ tales about the weather.
18. The author informs us that

a. weather changes have more effect on man than on animals

b. an approaching storm makes its mark only on the animal
population V

c. early man could detect the slightest variations in the air

(o]

. the response of animals to weather changes is more no-
ticeable than the human response
19. Which of the following may be considered as a weather pre-
dictor?

a. Fish floats on water.
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