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Architects ONG&ONG have completed
a contemporary open-plan interior for
the renovation of a terrace house in
Singapore, merging the interior and
exterior spaces.

55 Blair road project is a renovation and
restoration to a traditional Art Deco
style shop house, to create a light open-
plan living space, whilst promoting
inside/outside space. The contrasting
relationship between the metallic
elements and subtle tones within the
house helps create an exciting spatial
relationship throughout.
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Zurich and London designers Aekae
have completed the interior of a café in
a Zurich park.

The designer says:"The location at the
park offers nice views of the trees, and
we didn’t want to distract from these
with a flashy, overdesigned interior, thus
keeping it simple. Inspiration came from
classic elements of a French park-café
that was interpreted in a modern way.
The main objective of the design was
to create an unpretentious and relaxed
space that effortlessly combines the old
and the new." ( http://www.aekae.com/)
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Architect Corvin Cristian has designed
an office interior inside the former
Romanian Stock Exchange Building in
Bucharest, Romania.

In the old Romanian Stock Exchange
Building, the shipping-case-themed
furniture acts as storage, dividing
walls, dynamic company statement
and reverence on the genius loci.The
meeting room has the proportions of
a shipping container.The chesterfields
and the oversized lamps bring a homey
feeling to the otherwise austere design.

Corvin Cristian2MESFFZM T — DA
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Berlin designer Werner Aisslinger has
completed a budget hotel designed to
feel like staying at a friend’s house.
They have created a cosmopolitan,
yet street-savvy hangout, where they
themselves would love to stay. With
rates starting at 59 EUR per night,
dreamers, movers and shakers, lovebirds,
soul searchers, artists, craftspeople,
globetrotters and Berlin aficionados alike
can enjoy the special social dynamic
of the 250-bed space, which will soon
become a Berlin landmark for the young
and the young at heart.
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Beijing architects MAD have completed
the first of a series of proposed bubble-
shaped additions to traditional hutongs
in the city.

The hutong bubbles, inserted into the
urban fabric, function like magnets,
attracting new people, activities, and
resources to reactivate the entire
neighborhoods. They exist in symbiosis
with the old housing. In time, these
interventions will become part of
Beijing’s long history, newly formed
membranes within the city’s urban
tissue.
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Singapore designers Ministry of Design
have completed an office interior for an
advertising agency.

In the Space to Impress, visitors and
guests exiting the lift into the entry
foyer are immediately confronted with a
larger than life "graffiti" style portrait of
Leo, an over 3-metre-high mural painted
on the floor, walls, windows and ceiling
of the main entry foyer. ( http://www.
modonline.com )
KR A — T EEHELMET — D
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Shanghai-based design studio EXH
Design has completed the extension to
the visa savilion of the Swiss Embassy in
Beijing.

The designer was approached to
enlarge the working areas and provide
a fresh representation of Switzerland
in China. The concept is to "see the
history through the decade". The
designers kept the old brick building,
which witnessed the accelerated pace of
change in China; and extended it with
a lightweight glass facades, through
which the inside bricks still can be seen.
Two kinds of architecture are overlapped
across time.
EBEXHRITE SRR T TR 895 £
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German architects Spine have converted
a brewery in Hamburg into an office.

To fit the contemporary needs of the
modern office block, it was necessary
to gut the entire office space, resulting
in a confrontation with the stimulating
synthesis between the historical facades
and the specific needs of the interior
office space. The decision was taken to
develop a unified concept for the whole
building whereby the materials, surface
areas and colours would harmonise
together.
EESpine®ITE LM — &I, X
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London designers Sybarite have
completed the interior of a store in
Frankfurt for Italian knitwear brand
Stefanel.

The components, mainly gloss lacquered
GRP and polished stainless steel, are
fabricated off site and come together
fluidly to form the walls, display surfaces
and furniture, creating the impression
of a continuous form moulded into
display props and surfaces. The sense
of composition is reinforced by the
attention paid to the smallest detail.
( http://www.sybarite—uk.com )
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New York and Beijing designers
Elevation Workshop have completed the
interior of a clothing store in Beijing,
China.

The “L-Container” functions dually
as a spacial volume and a separation
element. The floor inside was lifted
to represent a stage.Within the pre-
existing conditions, including limited
ceiling height and openings, the show
room is to focus on the transformation
and transition of space through subtle
and responsive material changes.(http://
www.elevationworkshop.com/)
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Norwegian designers Ralston & Bau have
completed the interior of a restaurant in
Paris.

Both cultures have influenced the
theatrical interior concept. The classic
opera and geisha cultures from
France and Japan can be seen in the
scenographic layers, costumes and
shadows cast throughout the interior. A
contrast of dark and light spaces divides
the room: the bright area with the bar
as a centre point is used for cooking
courses during the daytime, and the
dark part, following a perspective
angle, including a VIP space to enjoy a
gastronomic menu at night.

PR 1%t VB Ralston & BauZe il 7 — Mz T
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Ukrainian architects 2-B-2 have designed
a conceptual shop or exhibition stand.
Each plane is a separate graphic
composition, while all the planes form a
spatial composition. The viewer moves
in space, and the relative positioning of
elements of a composition varies with
each step. The graphic passes in volume.
It is difficult to distinguish a plane from
volume in an interior.
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Morningstar
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It was to provide open workspace
with semi-private and private support
amenities. Mixed meeting areas with
work zones, break-outs and café areas
were to encourage chance meetings
with generic workplace modules to allow
for innovative equal work methods,
flexibility and open communication.
Above all the outcome was to be viable,
an enduring design solution allowing
long-term benefits for Morningstar's
growth and its staff. Morningstar
sought a classically designed space
focusing on restraint, functionality
and longevity. The design wasn't to be
about revolutionising design principles;
instead Morningstar required the fit out
to represent their non-hierarchal relaxed
professional brand and its position in the
financial market. Morningstar required a
work environment that focused on open
communication that would assist the
integration of the merged companies.

It is a restrained, warm, welcoming
and comfortable space in its feel, yet
is a space that provokes people to
see the company professionally much
like the people who work there. It is a
conservatively luxurious environment
focusing on the architectural elements
of Harry Sedlier's masterpiece Australia
Square.

Being on the highrise levels of Australia
Square there needed to be a level
of transparency so all access the
sweeping Sydney views. The support

areas utilise the existing core of the
building, allowing the realisation of the
transparent level. The interconnecting
stair is positioned so the views are
maintained while allowing direct access
for clients and staff via the café and
conference rooms.

The material palette is elegant, classic
and rich to portray Morningstar in a
sophisticated and professional manner.
The detailing is honest, refined and
understated, enhancing the beauty of
the selected materials.
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Jump Studios has designed an animated
but suitably slick new office for London-
based communications group Engine.

Part of Engine’s appeal is that clients
can opt for multilateral or unilateral
engagement with the various partner
companies, which meant that Jump
Studios had to provide for group
working as well as satisfying each of
the companies' individual requirements.
The move to the new building on Great
Portland Street brings all 12 businesses
together (across five storeys) for the first
time, but while the working floors were
kept reasonably generic to allow for the
personalisation of space, the building as
a whole is characteristically Engine. "The
communal areas are where clients and
staff are confronted with the Engine
group as a single entity and this is where
had to reflect what we called the Engine
DNA," says project architect Markus
Nonn.

The team worked with the concept
of "precision engineering". This idea
is most clearly manifest in a series of
perfectly formed elements that run
through the building, essentially forming
a backbone that links the ground floor
to the fifth. One of the most dramatic
is the floating auditorium at entrance
level.

Among many other "talking points" in
the building are the seating pods on the
fifth floor with their Corian shells and
Barrisol light ceilings. Here employees
are encouraged to interact, serviced
by a café offering spectacular views

across the city’s rooftops and a series of
conference and meeting rooms ranging
in design, size and style. Nonn explains:
“"We wanted to offer a more refreshing
alternative to the conventional table and
chair.” Some of the more imaginative
solutions include "mini auditorium"”
seating systems and one room clad
entirely in cork (and with cork stools
to match) allowing for quick, non-
permanent customisation.
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