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® Task Response (TR)

® Coherence and Cohesion (CC)

® Lexical Resources (LR)

® Grammatical Range and Accuracy (GRA)
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Task Response ® Whether all parts of the task are addressed;
® Whether a viewpoint is clearly expressed, developed and
supported.

Coherence and Cohesion | ® Whether the response has a suitable layout and logical
ordering of points;
® Correct and appropriate use of connectives.
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Lexical Resources ® Range, appropriacy and accuracy of vocabulary;
® The examiner will check the correct forms and the spelling of

words used.

Grammatical Range and | ® The range and accuracy of tenses and sentence structures.

Accuracy

R L[ A3 X AP bR KA 1, IR R SCTE A Ak
Wg? FIFRATZ KK M band 9 F band 5 HIBISC, HERZEAIS%, LAEE L
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™ Band 9 ¢

Successful sports professionals can earn a great deal more money than
people in other important professions. Some people think this is fully justified
while others think it is unfair.

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

As a result of constant media attention, sports professionals in my country
have become stars and celebrities, and those at the top are paid huge salaries. Just
like movie stars, they live extravagant lifestyles with huge houses and cars.

Many people find their rewards unfair, especially when comparing these
super salaries with those of top surgeons or research scientists, or even leading
politicians who have the responsibility of governing the country. However, sports
salaries are not determined by considering the contribution to society a person
makes, or the level of responsibility he or she holds. Instead, they reflect the
public popularity of sport in general and the level of public support that successful
stars can generate. So the notion of ‘fairness’ is not the issue.

Those who feel that sports stars’ salaries are justified might argue that the
number of professionals with real talent is very few, and the money is a recogni-
tion of the skills and dedication a person needs to be successful. Competition is
constant and a player is tested every time they perform in their relatively short

career. The pressure from the media is intense and there is little privacy out of the
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spotlight. Therefore, all of these factors may justify the huge earnings.

Personally, I think that the amount of money such sports stars make is more
justified than the huge earnings of movie stars, but at the same time, it indicates
that our society places more value on sport than on more essential professions and
achievements.

(251 words)
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Without capital punishment (the death penalty) our lives are less secure
and crimes of violence increase. Capital punishment is essential to control
violence in society.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

Before talking about the essential role of death penalty, you have to think
about the meaning, and the purpose, of any kind of punishment. If you consider
that the purpose is to prevent the guilty from being nasty again, you can be
seduced by an argumentation in favour of the suppression of capital punishment.
But you have to think about another aspect of the problem: a punishment is also
useful to impress people, to make them fear the law. In fact, let’s take the example
of a young misfit, which has grown in a violent atmosphere, influenced by older
delinquents, etc... He lives in the streets, and he’s got no aim but to survive. This
is the kind of person who could possibly kill someone for money, or even for
fun... Why would he fear prison? Life would be easier for him there.

In addition, in many cases, when you behave normally, you can benefit from
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penalty reductions. This young misfit needs to be impressed; he needs to know
that the law is a frontier. When you cross it, you can lose your life. That is why
capital punishment helps keeping a distance between robbery and murder. If you
abolish it, you suppress the difference between these two types of crime, which
are completely different.

But there is also a limit to define: even if death penalty is unavoidable, it
would be a crime to apply it to inadequate cases. If there are no premeditations
or past facts which can justify such a punishment, it is far too strict to apply
death penalty. That is why the lawmakers have to establish precisely the context
in which capital punishment can be announced. That is the price to pay to limit

violence without using excessive violence...

(293 words)
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Today, the high sales of popular consumer goods reflect the power of
advertising and not the real needs of the society in which they are sold.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Nowadays, there are lots of advertisements on television or on the streets.
Some people think that the advertising boosts the sales of goods and it encourages
people to buy things unnecessarily. This argument may be true. In my country,
many advertising companies produce advertisements with famous and popular
actors or singers. People, especially youngsters, buy goods that their favourite

singer advertises, although they do not really need the products.
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Also, on the television screen, a product may look gorgeous and good
quality. As a result of it, people often buy goods without enough consideration.
Consumers may not actually need it, but they buy goods impulsively soon after
they watch the advertising. Furthermore, as many customers buy a particular
product due to its advertising campaign, the other people may be affected by the
trend, even if the product is not of the real needs of the society.

On the other hand, there are various aspects against these arguments.
Moreover, it is people’s choice to make a decision to buy goods. Advertising may
be not a cause of customers’ buying habits. Individuals have their own spending
habits. If they have got enough disposable income, then the right to make a deci-
sion is given to them. No one actually can judge whether the goods sold are the
real needs of the society or not. In addition, as there should be a limited amount
of disposable income consumers are able to spend, people try to allocate their
budgets. They cannot be simply swayed by those advertisements.

In conclusion, as customers have their own strong opinions and standard of
good quality goods, it is better to leave them to make their own decision in buy
goods. It is fairly difficult to say everyone is swayed by advertising and buy good
impulsively. However, in sensitive area of businesses such as toy industries, it
may be necessary to band advertising to those children as children have not got
enough ability to control themselves or to know what they need.

(332 words)
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Some people believe that children are given too much free time. They
feel that this time should be used to do more school work. How do you think

children should spend their free time?

To a large extent, [ believe that children are given too much free time.

Free time in my opinion refers to time not spent under the direct supervision
of a parent, teacher or a person entrusted with the responsibility of bringing up the
child.

Such time is often spent on several things such as watching television, play-
ing with friends, going to parties, doing home work, playing games on their own
amongst others.

Amongst all of the above, a child could either be influenced by his or her
peer group especially when left without attention or be influenced by what he or
she watches on television most of which are those not meant to be viewed by the
child’s age group.

In my opinion, most of the formative years of a child should be spent doing
school work, engaging in recreational activities that would develop the child
emotionally and mentally. I believe this strongly because at a young age, a child is
quick to grasp most of all that is seen or heard.

For instance, a child who is not used to doing more school work (usually
referred to as house work.

(191 words)
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Improvements in health, education and trade are essential for the
development of poorer nations. However, the governments of richer nations
should take more responsibility for helping the poorer nations in such areas.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

In balancing the world economic growth, the underdevelopment of the Third
World Nations has been drawn to the attention of the developed countries of the
Western. Thus, governmental policies and interference in the agricultural business
of the poorer nations were made to secure their dominant source of the economy.
Many discussions among economists and politicians also put their focus on the
other aspects. That is, to improve the health, education and trade for the develop-
ing countries. However, the improvements cannot be made by these countries, but
more external assistance and aids should be done.

Because of the shortage of food supply, the people in poorer nations (i.e. Af-
rica) are easily prone to disease, hunger and death. When natural or environmental
disasters happen, they are threatened with their lives. Education cannot be well
developed as a result of frequent droughts, famines and disease spreading. The
other countries, while emphasizing on the development of agriculture in the Third

World, cannot really give the solution to the cyclical problem which has been
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existing for a long time. It is time to consider the consequences of all the waste
of efforts in trying to help the economic growth of the Third World and to think
from the other perspectives. The richer countries have the power to rebuild the
Third World by taking care of the essentials — health, education and trade. More
aids for providing the medicine, educational needs and materials can be done by
the richer countries. The assistance of trade and developing business in the poorer
countries also can be of a great help to the poorer nations.

If the richer countries can be more serious about the essential issues of how a
nation develops, and well consider the special situations and circumstances those
poorer nations are facing, the improvements will be more efficiently made. The
governments of developed countries are, in some ways, responsible — though not

obliged — for the future of those developing countries.

(324 words)
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Nowadays, a large amount of advertising is aimed at children. Some
people think there are lots of negative effects on children and we should ban
it.

To what extent you agree or disagree with this opinion?

The issue of advertisement directed at children is an emotional one, with



