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A young architect, who is diligent in his practice,
as well as his research and exploration on archi-
tecture, is quite estimable. MNVAX Architecture
Map is the harvest gleanings of Mr. Lu Zhigang.
Though the book about Shanghai architecture is
the very first of a planning series of architectural
guidebooks, we see the expectation to meet the
international minds in architecture.

Owing to my work, | often visit cities around the
world. | always want to find out professional ar-
Chitectural bookstores out of habit, and dabble at
architectural guidebooks, gasping in admiration at
their particularity and fancy. | cannot help won-
dering why Chinese cities have no guidebook like
them. Perhaps the reason is that the guide work
cannot be classified by the authorities as aca-
demic research to come in off the streets, and
the guidebook in plain format cannot be designed
as grandly as the academic book does. Actually,
China extremely needs the little books.

IN 1994, three Chinese professors Luo Xiaowei,
Wu Guangzu and Wu Jiang co-edited 4 Guide to
Shanghar Architecture in which 295 historical and
modern buildings were listed, filing the gaps in ar-
Chitectural field of China. In 1999, Japanese scholar
Makoto Kinouchi edited A Guiage Map to Shanohar
Historical Architecture. He marked historical con-
structions on the contemporary Shanghai map,
and his guide map became a good reference for
research on shanghai modern architecture. In the
same year, China Architecture & Building Press
published the architectural guidebooks about
Beijing and Nanjing. It is a pity that there was no
Shanghai edition. Last year, the Japanese famed
magazine g+« released the Bejing & Shanahai Arcii-
tecture Guiges, including 89 buildings and building
complexes in Shanghai. Later that year, Te Neues
Publishing Company from Germany published
ANaG Guide Shanatiai: Architecture Ana Design (Ana
Guides) in four languages, including English, Ger-
man, French and Spanish. It proves the global at-
tention to Shanghai architecture.,

Architecture is often likened to an exposition. In
fact, unlike some exposition that can be exhibited
at one place, urban buildings cannot be clearly
showed like what is presented in architectural
magazines, they scatter at every place in the
City and hide from view at streets or in a bulk of
buildings. Without the help of architectural guide-
books, to find your dream building in a city is like
looking for a needle in a haystack. And when we

translated the Sir Banister Hetcher’s A History

of Architecture, thanks to different editions of
City architectural guidebooks, they offered us an-
SWers to a lot of complex guestions. Many cities’
architectural guidebooks can be used as general
guidebooks. Because buildings are the important
part of the city, especially historic buildings and
sites, which are the most attractive interests to
the tourist. Italian Tourist Club once printed the
/taly Guide with maps of all cities, containing key
buildings and art collections in every Italian city.
For instance, the guidebook to Venice is attached
with elevations of more than three hundred man-
sions, a dozen of bridges and over ten churches
and some ground plans of significant buildings
along both sides of Grand Channel. Many cities like
in Germany, France, Spain, Italy, Austria, USA, Korea
and Japan, have professional architectural guide-
books, fine and practical, some of which even are
edited by the associations of architects, included
are Encyclopedia-typed and specialized books
based on different periods or about a certain
architect, for example, Andrea Palladio’s guide-
Dook focusing on the architect’s works and /a7
Arciitecture of 20th Century by Electa Publishing
House, the Italian publisher, listing all modern build-
iNgs in main Italian cities.

German urban architectural guidebooks are quite
professional, with plentiful information, and of
academic significance. They have clear marks of
places where buildings are located and indexes,
and they are very useful references for research
On European architecture. The more-than-160-year
Dietrich Reimer Verlag (Berlin) published the Djet-
71Ch Reimer German Architectural Guide series, and
its Architectural Guide Beriin collected 779 buildings
and building complexes from different periods. The
architectural guide series are reprinted once and
again to add new buildings. There is another good
example: Arc/vtectural Guide Roma printed by Edi-
tion Axel Menges, Stuttgart, Germanuy. It embodies
four hundred buildings and building complexes and
offers visiting notes to tell readers how to choose
Roman buildings to visit first according to their
SChedules and marks precise locations on the divi-
sional Roma map.

When Mr. Lu organized the Mn4xX Architectural
Ma&p series, he collected and reviewed a great
numbper of architectural guidebooks around the
world, after he compared their advantages and
shortcomings and finally designed his mode. All
the pictures in this book are shot by Mr. Lu, from



an architect’s angle and quite elaborate. What a

challenge to control time, light, background and
angle in a dense city like Shanghai! These pictures
are the editors’ harvest gleanings picked up bit by
bit in the city. The number of Shanghai buildings is
great, and they span over a long time. The selec-
tion of certain buildings should be accounted on
some Kind of academic publication.

Zheng Shiling

Academician of Chinese Academy of Science
Professor of Architegture & Urban Planning College,
Tongji University, Shanghai

November 26, 2006
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Shanghai Customs House
Jangsu Customs House
13 East Znongshan No.1 Road
Designer: Paimer & Turner
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The tower with toling bell standing on
the riverside of Huangpu River, is one of
the visual sumbois in Shanghai. The build-
ing embodies the style of eclecticism
between classical Greek architecture
and modern architecture. The eastern
part along the Bund has 7 floors made of
Jinshan stone. The S-story western part
reaches to Miadie Sichuan Road, and the
second floor and above are executed
in red brick. The ceiling of its spacious
hall is decorated with piating goiden and
colorful mosaic. Walls are decorated
with complicated parget curlicues and
surbases. At the east-side entrance hal
stood four gigantic Doric columns that
are the most standard in China. With the
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columns seemed to lose the charac-
teristic of sacrosanctity for which the
Roman form always chases. There were
stone-carving eaves on the ground floor
and sixth floor. The 4-square bell-tower
has a mechanical bell, which once was
the biggest in Asia.
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Holy Trinity Church
Assemby Hal, Ruangm District
Govereent
201 Juiang Road
Designer: it 6., Scott, W. Kidner
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traditional basiican form, is 47 mets
and 19 meters in height.
with rails outside. Inheriting
fUl building, the oldest Cr
With red bricks, so it i
shaped tower in Gothic fo
tall tower is installed wit hich can be tolled in
A grand pipe organ from London, sounding solemn, perfects
)sanctity of the church. BUt it is a great pity for the whole Bund
area that the most remarkable spire of the church was damaged in
1850s.
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Shanghai Customs House
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The tower with tolling bell standing on
the riverside of Huangpu River, is one of
the visual symbois in Shanghai. The buid-
ing embodies the style of eclecticism
between classical Greek architecture
ana modern architecture. The eastern
part along the Bund has 7 floors made of
Jinshan stone. The S-story western part
reaches to Middie Sichuan Road, and the
second floor and above are executed
in red brick. The ceiling of its spacious
hall is decorated with piating goiden and
colorful mosaic. Walls are decorated
with complicated parget curlicues and
surbases. At the east-sige entrance hall
stood four gigantic Doric columns that
are the most standard in China. With the
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columns seemed to lose the charac-
teristic of sacrosanctity for which the
Roman form always chases. There were
stone-carving eaves on the ground floor
and sixth floor. The 4-square bell-tower
has a mechanical bell, which once was
the biggest in Asia.
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*REGION: Building Selection based on
administrative region in Shanghai.

*REGION SIGN: Corresponding to the
catalogue for quick search.

*PHOTO: Photos in the common page
show the whole image of certain
building and facade characteristics.
Photos in the special page include
close-up sections and details.

*TITLE: The most influential title as
the first building title; the former ti-
tle or the current one as the second
title.

*CONSTRUCTING DATE: The date for
completion. If it is in doubt, the initial
construction time or the approxi-
mate construction period listed.

*DESIGNER: The main corporation,
organization or designer in charge of
the architecture design.

*RE-DESIGNER: The main corporation,
organization or designer in charge of
re-design.

*STREET MAP: For representing build-
ing location.

*PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION: Subway
and bus lines near the building. For
five sub-counties, Minhang District,
Songjiang District, Qingpu District, Ji-
ading District and Chongming County,
the transportation guide is listed on
the head page of each part.

: Subway

: Bus

: Tunnel Bus
: Bridge Bus
: Travel Bus

: Airport Bus
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*BUILDING NUMBER: Serial number for
identification; corresponding to the
numpber in the region map.

*WORD: Precise words describing ex-
terior & interior characteristics, art
genre, historic and human value.

*MINAX STAR: Evaluation of selected
buildings from MINAX Architectural
Design & MINAXDO.
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13 East Znongshan No. Road
Designer: Paimer & Turner
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The tower with tolling bell standing on
the riverside of Huangpu River, is one of
the visual Symbols in Shanghai. The build:
ing embodies the style of eclecticism
between classical Greek architecture
and modern architecture. The eastern
part along the Bund has 7 floors made of
Jinshan stone. The S-story western part
reaches to Middie Sichuan Road, and the
second floor and above are executed
in red brick. The ceiling of its spacious
nall is decorated with plating goiden and
colorful mosaic. Walls are decorated
with complicated parget curlicues and
surbases. At the east-side entrance hall
stood four gigantic Doric columns that
are the most standard in China. With the
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columns seemed to lose the charac
teristic of sacrosanctity for which the
Roman form always chases. There were
stone-carving eaves on the ground floor
and sixth fioor. The 4-square bell-tower
nas a mechanical bell, which once was
the biggest in Asia,
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