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Preface

In the fall of 1997 Dr. Zhang Jin spent a semester at Cornell
University. At the beginning of the semester she came to my office and
asked whether she could attend my graduate seminar. She explained
that she had never taken a course in an American university, and she
was worried about her English, but we agreed that she would give the
course a try.

She worked very hard in the course. She not only attended it
but also came to my office hours for a series of conversations outside
of class. In class she discovered ideas that interested her, and outside
class she discussed with me their relevance to her research on the
history of Chongqging. For example, I mentioned the concept of
Sino-foreign commercial rivalry which I had developed in a book on
the history of the cigarette industry in China, and she pointed out the rele-
vance of this concept to the rivalry between Lu Zuofu's Chongqing-based
shipping business and its foreign competitors. I enjoyed our exchanges,
and I became very hopeful about Dr. Zhang's plans for her future.

Now it is a great pleasure to see that she has returned to China,
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completed her Ph.D. under the supervision of my old friend Professor
Zhang Xianwen and other colleagues at Nanjing University, and produced
this book. I have learned a lot from reading her book, and I am
very impressed to see that she has developed and refined her ideas
far beyond the conversations that we had in 1997.

As a young scholar, she has already made a major contribution in
this book, and she has shown her potential for continuing to contribute
to research on modern Chinese history. I feel grateful to have had the
chance to work with her in the past, and I have high hopes for her in the
future.

Mhoes Lol

Sherman Cochran
Professor

Department of History
Cornell University
May 2002
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Preface

A great city is the greatest cooperative work of humankind.
So thought Mr. Dong Xiujia, who wrote a textbook on city planning
in the 1930s. I certainly agree with him. Writing the history of a
great city in all its complexity is one of the most valuable but
difficult challenges a historian can take up. In her impressive work
on Chongqing, Professor Zhang Jin shows us how to meet this
challenge brilliantly.

Professor Zhang's book is remarkable for its thorough
grounding in historical sources as well as for its thoughtful
use of comparative analysis and theoretical insights on urban
modernization. Its greatest contribution to our understanding of
China's urban history, in my view, is its careful elucidation
of the role of militarists in the creation of new style cities in
China and the consequences their efforts had for subsequent
urban development. The cooperation between Liu Xiang and Lu
Zuofu in the construction of Chongqing between 1926 and 1937

is a striking story, but, as she rightly points out, not at all unusual.
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Militarists did work with entrepreneurs to build modernized cities
across China in the republican period, but their efforts often lacked
the public support necessary for sustainable urban development.
Militarists helped lay the groundwork for China's modern cities,
but at the same time contributed to a widespread distrust of—and
perhaps even antipathy for—city administration.It was a mixed
legacy.

China's urban system is the largest and most complex in the
world. Itisto be hoped that many more scholars will join Professor
Zhang in tracing its torturous but glorious development. The
sophistication and attention to detail of her book make it an excellent

model for future historians to follow.

[ Loirten Sfopleton

Kristin Stapleton
Department of History
University of Kentucky
June 2002
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