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Part I Reading Comprehension

Directions: There are 4 passages in this part . Each passage is fol-
lowed by some questions or unfinished statements . For each of them
there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should de-
cide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on the An-
swer Sheet with a single line through the centre .

Passage One
The ancient Chinese called jade the stone of immortality. It has
been used as adornment by women for thousands of years.

Cutting and polishing the raw stone is a tedious process. It of-
ten takes months. After initial cutting, a piece is ground to its de-
sired form——being passed from rough to smooth grindstones. “Our
job is to subtract; we cannot add,” smiles an experienced carver.

In judging jade, a little knowledge is often a dangerous thing.
It is the easiest gem to imitate. Some of the cheap natural jade can
be dyed to a beautiful green. Cruder imitations are made of glass or
plastic; but these are easier to detect, since they are smoother than
the real gem, which has a slightly uneven surface and a rather
greasy look. '

No two gems are alike. Jade is priced according to its colour
and translucence. Prices range from a few dollars for an opaque ,
dull-green stone to thousands for one with a true, clear, emerald
green. The guidelines for buying jade are few and simple: Buy jade
only after having seen it under natural light. Use another plece of
good quality for comparison. Beware on unusually low pnces “Final-
ly, go to only reputable jewellers.

1. It often takes to cut and polish jade.
A) a short time B) a few weeks
s 0 s
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C) years D) months
2. Before being passed through grindstones, raw jade is first .

A) carved B) subtractéd
+C) cut D) polished
3. People find it easy to make
A) good jade B) imitation jade
C) beautiful jade D) genuine jade
4. A piece of “jade” made of glass or plastic is
A) uneven B) greasy
C) rough D) smooth
5. A good piece of jade may cost .
A) a few dollars B) a hundred dollars
_C) thousands of dollars D) millions of dollars
Passage Two

Bormn in 1830 in rural Amherst, Massachusetts, Emily Dickin-
son spent her entire life in the household of her parents. Between
1858 and 1862, it was later discovered, she wrote like a'person
possessed (% T JBE{LUHY) , often producing a poem a day. Tt was also
during this period that her life was transformed into the myth of Am-
herst. Withdrawing more and more, keeping to her room, sometimes
even refusing to see visitors who called, she began to dress only in
white — a habit that added to her reputation as an eccentric.

In their determination to read Dickinson’s life in terms of a tra-
ditional romantic plot, biographers have missed the unique pattern of
her life — her struggle to create a female life not yet imagined by the
culture in which she lived. Dickinson was not the innocent, love-
lom, and emotionally weak girl sentimentalized by the Dickinson
myth and popularized by William Luce’s 1976 play, The belle of
Ambherst . Her decision to shut the door on Amherst society in the

+ 3 -



1850 s transformed her house into a kind of magical realm in which
she was free to engage her poetic genius. Her seclusion (B&JE) was
not the result of a failed love affair, but rather a part of a more gen-

eral pattern of renunciation( 7Ll H %) through which she, in her
quest for own independence carried on an argument with the Puritan

fathers, attacking with wit and irony their cheerless Calvinist doc-
trine, their stern patriarchal(%%“‘gﬁﬂg ) God and their rigid no-
tions of “true womanhood” .
6. According to the passage, the period from 1858 to 1862 was for
Zmily Dickinson a period of great ;
A\ tragedy B) sociability
(2) produetivity D) frivolity
7. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as being one of Emily

: o’ ) o« e, R
Dickinson s eccentricities?

At Refusing to eat. B) Wearing only white.
C): Avqiding visitors. D) Staying in her room.

8. Why does the author mention William Luce’s play The Belle of
Ambherst !
A) To give an example of the sentimentalized Emily Dickinson
myth.
B) To show how popular Emily Dickinson’s poems have become.
C) To show that Emily Dickinson was also an actress.
D) To illustrate the theatrical quality of Emily Dickinson’s po-
ems. :
9. The author implies that many people owe Emily Dickinson’s se-

clusion to y
A) physical illness B) a failed love affair
C) religious farvor D) her dislike of people

10. The author suggests-all of the following as reasons for Emily
. q o



Dickinson’s unusual behavior EXCEPT the
A) struggle to create a new female identity

B) desire to develop her genius undisturbed
C) search for her own independence

D) attempt to draw attention to her poetry

Passage Three

In only two decades Asian Americans have become the fastest-
growing U.S. minority (/VELERE) . As their children began mov-
ing up through the nation’s schools, it became clear that a new class
of academic achievers was emerging. Their achievements are reflect-
ed in the nation’ s best universities, where mathematics, science and
engineering departments have taken on a decidedly Asian character.
This special liking for mathematics and science is partly explained by
the fact that Asian-American students who began their educations
abroad arrived in the U.S. with a solid grounding in mathematics
but little or no knowledge of English. They are also influenced by
the promise of a good job after college. Asians feel there will be less
unfair treatment .in areas like mathematics and seience because they
will be judged more objectively. And the return on the investment in
education is more immediate in something like engineering than with
an arts degree.

Most Asian-American students owe their success to the influ-

ence of parents who are determined that their children take full ad-

vantage of what the American educational system has to offer. An ef-

fective measure of parental attention is homework. Asian parents
spend more time with their children than American parents do, and
it helps.-Many: researchers also believe there is something in Asian
culture that breeds success, such as ideals that stress family values

and emphasize education.
. 5 .



Both explanations for academic success worry Asian Americans

because of fears that they feed a typical racial (FRJ5H)) image.
Many can remember when Chinese, Japanese and Filipino immigra-
nts (BB R) were the victims of social isolation. Indeed, it was not
until 1952 that laws were laid down giving all Asian immigrants the
right to citizenship.

11.

While making tremendous  achievements at college, Asian-

American students ‘

A) feel they are mistreated because of limited knowledge of En-
glish

B) are afraid that their academic successes bear a strong Asian
character

C) still worry about unfair treatment in society

D) generally feel it’s a shame to have to depend on their par-
ents

12. What are the major factors that determine the success of Asian

Americans?

A) A solid foundation in basic mathematies and Asian culture.
B) Hard work and intelligence.

() Parental help and a limited knowledge of English.

D) Asian culture and the American educational system.

. Few Asian-American students major in human sciences mainly

because \

A) their English is not good enough

B) they are afraid they might meet with unfair judgment in these
areas

C) there is'a wide difference between Asian and westem cul-
tures

D) they know little about American culture and society

‘6 -



14. Why do the two “explanations” (Line 1, Para.3) worry Asian
Americans?
A) They are afraid that they would again be isolated from Amer-
ican society in general .
B) People would think that Asian students rely on their parents
for success. -
C) Asian-Americans would be a threat to other minorities .
D) American academic. achievements have taken on too strong
an Asian character.
15. The author’s tone in this passage is

A) sympathetic B) doubtful
C) critical .D) objective
Passage Four

In what now seems like the prehistoric times of computer histo-

1y, the earth’s postwar era, there was quite a wide-spread concern

that computers would take over the world from man one day. Already

today, less than forty years later, as computers are relieving us of
more and more of the routine tasks in business and in our personal
lives, we are faced with a less dramatic but also less foreseen prob-
lem. People tend to be over-trusting of ‘computers ‘and are reluctant
to challenge their authority. Indeed, they behave as if they were
hardly aware that wrong buttons may be pushed; or that a computer
may simply malfunction.

Obviously, there would be no point in investing in'a computer
if you had to check all its answers, but people should also rely on
their own internal computers and check the machine when they have
the feeling that something has gone wrong.

Questioning and routine double-checks must continue to be as

much a part of good business as they were in pre-computer days. ..

o« ] e



Maybe each computer should come with the warning: for all the help

this computer may provide, it should not be seen as a substitute for
fundamental thinking and reasoning skills.

16

17.

18.

19.

20.

. What is the main purpose of this passage?

"~ A) To look back to the early days of computers.
B) To explain what technical problems may occur with comput-
ers. '
C) To discourage unnecessary investment in computers.
D) To warn against a mentally lazy attitude towards computers.
According to the passage, the initial concern about computers
was that they might ;
A) change our personal lives
B) take control of the world
C) create unforeseen problems
D) affect our businesses
The passage recommends those dealing with computers to
A) be reasonably doubtful about them
B) check all their answers
C) substitute them for basic thinking
D) use them for business purposes only
The passage suggests that the present-day problem with regard to

computers 18 :

A) challenging B) psychological

C) dramatic D) fundamental

It can be inferred from the passage that the author would disap-
prove of

A) investment in computers

B) the use of one’s internal computer
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