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as well as the treasures of Mr. Wu Xian-Wang’s collection. We hope that these precious
collections in this unique exhibition will expand the horizons of our compatriots in
terms of the appreciation of traditional cultural artifacts. I hereby invite everyone to

appreciate this exhibition and look forward to your valuable comments.

Huang Yong-Chuan

Director
National Museum of History
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Introduction

Mr. Wu Xian-Wang is not only a successful businessman; he is also a sophisticated
appreciator of cultural artifacts and a passionate collector. His love of cultural artifacts
is in his character. In his early years, he had no knowledge of such things, having been
brought up in poverty and lacked schooling, but he had an intense attraction for
beautiful things that came from deep inside his heart. After succeeding in business,
he couldn’t help but view material things from the viewpoint of cost effectiveness, but
practical benefits were never taken into consideration in his collection of art and cultural
artifacts. Whenever he saw an exquisite artwork or cultural artifact that had ended up in
another country, he would have to buy it, no matter the price, in order to bring it back to

its rightful home.

Mr. Wu is a person who expresses his emotions directly, and his friends even call him
“Mr. Frank.” He likes it when people call him that. He has his own kind of interest and
insistence as far as artifacts are concerned. The interest is a broad and diverse one, and
his insistence is never to collect objects that are not of high quality or that he does
not truly like. In his more than 20 years of collecting, he has been all over the world in
pursuit of more than 10 types of artifacts, of which jade constitutes the majority. Much
of this large amount of jade is Qing Dynasty imperial artifacts that have been dispersed
to other countries, and almost every piece is a historical treasure. They not only have a
high level of artistic value, but are also important historical items. They testify to the
plundering of cultural artifacts by the Western imperial powers of the nineteenth century
and they provide hard evidence of the evolution of traditional artistic techniques from

the seventeenth century onward.

Traditional art and cultural artifacts are time capsules that allow us to view the changes
of history. They reflect the concern for life and the experience of living of peoples of
the past. They are crystallizations of those people’s spirit and practice. The National
Museum of History respects Mr. Wu Xian-Wang’s unflagging contributions in the
collection of Chinese artifacts that have found their way to various foreign countries
over the years. We also admire the unselfishness of his constant willingness to provide
them for appreciation by society at large and for study by scholars. We have therefore,

specially planned this exhibition, which presents artifacts from many other collectors,
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Dynasty emperor such as Qianlong, Jiaqing, or Guangxu. There are many examples of
these, and it proves that they came from the Qing Dynasty Imperial Palace. The imperial
seals in the collection include those made of precious materials such as white furong stone
and yellow tianhuang stone. There are also gorgeous seals with exquisite carving work
that were used by Emperor Jiaqing. There is a three-piece set of dark green jade roof-
shaped imperial seals carved with coiled chi-dragons, placed in a sandalwood case. One
of the inscriptions, a line taken from Shangshu, means that the person who respects these
artistic treasures is a sage. Emperor Yongzheng and Emperor Qianlong also had seals with
identical inscriptions. Hence it is pure genius of Mrs. Grace Shi-Zhao Tu of the National

Museum of History to use it as the name of this exhibition.

Collecting artifacts starts out as a hobby, or just as something to appreciate. Then, as
the expenses start to add up, there is a psychological shift. The Bible states that “Where
your money is, there is where your heart is.” Putting aside the argument that ancient
artifacts maintain or increase in value, collectors often change from just investing money
to investing their whole energy. They wish to understand the stories behind the artifacts,

and they imperceptibly expand their horizons and accumulate knowledge.

Mencius once said to King Xuan of Qi, “Which is the more pleasant - to enjoy music by
yourself alone, or to enjoy it with others?” The king replied, “To enjoy it with others.”
Sharing your joy with others is a joy in itself. Our ancestors made records and passed
down treasures. Only by letting others enjoy them can their true value be developed.
Uncle Shuang has seen over 70 years of this world, but he is not worldly at all. He is
generous by nature, and he remembers the words of the ancient philosopher that told him
to share his treasures. The exhibition at the National Museum of History consists of more
than 100 pieces selected by his family to represent the elegance of his collection. This

exhibition also serves as a wish for a wise and generous man to live a long and healthy life.

(%oj //‘h

Chang Lin-Sheng

Director
Aurora Art Museum
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The National Palace Museum’s Neighbor
Uncle Shuang

Thirty years ago, Mr. Wu Xian-Wang, Chairman of U.C. Pharma, started out his career
with “Zu Shuang” (meaning “Happy Feet”) foot cream, and the nickname “Uncle Shuang”
stuck with him after that. Uncle Shuang has a passion for ancient artwork, and his artifact
collection, while consisting of Chinese artifacts only, is eclectic and not limited to a
certain type or era. However, if you look closely, there is a main thread, which is that he
likes to buy Qing Dynasty treasures that made their way into overseas collections from the
Imperial Palace at Beijing. It is no wonder that Uncle Shuang chooses to live in a house
on the slope beside Chih-te Garden to the right of the National Palace Museum at Wai-
shuan-hsi. It has been very convenient for him to be close to the artifacts of the Imperial

Palace, allowing him to cultivate a good eye.

Taiwan’s economic power grew in the 1980’ and 1990’s, making possible the trend of
Chinese artifacts flowing back from Europe and America. For a long time, Uncle Shuang
has been searching for treasures through many different channels such as auctions and
through Chinese and foreign agents. His collection includes both artifacts and paintings,
lacking in pre-Qin ritual objects and scant in ancient jades while rich and exuberant
in scholar’s objects that are appreciated by the refined eye and the common taste alike.
Among the calligraphy and painting scrolls, the most noteworthy is one personally made
by Qing Dynasty Emperor Qianlong which is a poem recording an ascent of Mount Tai. It
was a tradition for emperors, since ancient times, to climb Mount Tai to present offerings
to heaven and pray for the gods’ blessings on behalf of the kingdom. There are two large
imperial seals on the front of the scroll. A painting by scholarly courtier Zhang Ruo-Ai
of the Qianlong era, which was collected in two Qing Dynasty anthologies, is stamped
with all the necessary imperial seals. There is also a rare full-length portrait of Emperor

Yongzheng that has been well preserved.

The scholar’s objects collected by Uncle Shuang are of all types of material such as
bronze, gilt bronze with gems inlay, rhino horn, bamboo and wood, red sandalwood,
white jade, yellow jade, grayish green jade, jadeite, crystal, and porcelain. These materials
have been formed into brush holders, screens for inkstones, stationery trays, censers,
incense holders, sculptures of animals, mythical beasts, and human figures, ru-yi scepters,
thumb rings, snuff bottles, eating and drinking vessels, replicas of ancient ritual vessels
for decoration. There usually can be found a carved inscription on the bottom or the

wood base of the objects that marked its assessment rating or personal seal of a Qing
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could not bear to part with any of them. On the occasion of Chairman Wu’s seventieth
birthday, I would like to wish this playful gentleman of the collecting world an especially

enjoyable second youth filled with both fortune and longevity!

e

Tsai Chen-Yang
Owner of My Humble House
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