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2 Track-01

Good morning President Wilson, ¢ hancellor Collins, the Board of Trustees, faculty, parents,

family, friends, and the Class of 2006. Congratulations on your graduation, and thank you for
allowing me the honor to be a part of it.
| It’ s always great to be back in Boston. As some of you may have heard, I was here a few

years ago to give the keynote address at the 2004 Democratic Convention.

1 Tt was an amazing experience for me. A humbling honor. A tremendous opportunity. And if
you had come up to me a few years earlier and told me I’d be there, I would’ve politely told you that
you were out of your mind.

Let me tell you what happened at the last convention I had been to.

It was the year 2000, and I had just gotten my rear-end handed to me in my very first race for
Congress. Didn’t even make it past the primary. I was a little depressed, and more than a little
broke, but some friends suggested that I get my mind off it by going to [.os Angeles, where that year’s
Democratic Convention was being held.

So I decided to go. And when my plane landed in LA, I got my luggage, walked on over to the iiertz
counter, filled out all the forms to rent a car, gave my credit card to the nice woman behind the counter
who, moments later, handed it back to me and said, “Mr. Obama, it seems we have a problem.”

That’s right, my credit card was denied.

After thirty more minutes of haggling, I finally made it to the convention, only to learn that I
was thought of so highly by the Democratic Party that my credentials barely granted me access to the
men’s room  let alone backstage where all the action was. And so, being the VIP that I was, I spent the
rest of the week as the guy in the room who nobody knew, but everyone knew didn’t belong.

* Needless to say, when they asked me to be the convention’s keynote speaker just four years
later, I made sure I was getting a car.

All joking aside, receiving that honor was a welcome change-and, as "\lasierCard could attest,

more than a little unlikely.
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But of course, America is an unlikely place—a country built on (- ii.nce of the odds; on a

belief in the impossible. And I remind you of this because as you set out to live your own stories of
success and . chievement, it’s now your turn to help keep it this way.

It’ s your turn to keep this daringly rudical but unfailingly simple notion of America alive
—that no matter where you’re born or how much your parents have; no matter what you look like
or what you 1,.1ic+ 111, you can still rise to become whatever you want; still go on to achieve great
things; still pursue the happiness you hope for.

Today, this dream sounds common-perhaps even ¢lichc—yet for most of human history it’s been

anything but. As a servant of Rome, a 1t in China, or a subject of King eorge, there were
very few unlikely futures.

No matter how hard you worked or struggled for something better, you knew you’d spend
your life forced to build somebody else’s cripire; tosacrifice for someone else’s cause.

© But as the centuries passed, the people of the world grew restless. ' They were tired of
and weary of their lot in life. And as they saw i1crchanie start to sail across oceans and
explorers set off in search of new worlds, they followed.

It was right here, in the waters around us, where the American experiment began. As the earliest
settlers arrived on the shores of 21+ and 1 and 1yimoni 1, they dreamed of building a City upon a
Hill. And the world watched, waiting to see if this improbable idea called America would succeed.

For over two hundred years, it has. Not because our dream has progressed perfectly. It hasn’t.
It has been -« -« by our treatment of native peoples, 1«1y od by slavery, clouded by the

of women, wounded by , shaken by war and ;v o

Yet, the true test of our union is not whether it’s perfect, but whether we work to perfect it. Whether
we recognize our failings, our , and then rise to meet the challenges of our time.

And so we’ve the American family by winning civil rights and voting rights for women
and then African Americans; by choosing to welcome waves of new immigrants to our shores.
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It’s your turn to clear the table. 33| /RIEHEE T,

2. No matter how hard you worked or struggled for something better...
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No matter what problem you have, turn to me, = Whatever problem you have, turn to me,
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3. As the centuries passed, the people of the world grew restless.
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As time went on, she became more and more worried. B2 B 8] (3R, MRS iRIE L.

4. They were tired of tyranny and weary of their lot in life. 4]t} were tired of “F/RA. K",
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We’ve pushed the 1,,.:11arics of opportunity by providing free education for our children and

\»:;

health care for our senior and our poor; and we’ve Won hargaining rights and wage hikes and
retirement security for our workers.

. None of this progress happened on its own. Much of it seemed impossible at the time. But
all of it came about because ordinary men and women had faith that here in America, our imperfect
dream could be perfected.

Now, there may be some who doubt that much has changed—those who doubt that things are
better today than they were yesterday. To them I say take a look at this class of 2006.

More than half of you represent the very first member of your family to ever attend college. In
the most dliyerse university in all of New England, I look out at a sea of faces that are = African-
American and  [lispanic-American and - Asian-American and A ;ub- American. 1 see students
that have come here from over 100 different countries, believing like those first settlers that they too
could find a home in this City on a Hill—that they too could find success in this unlikeliest of places.

All of this has occurred in the 1idl<( of a city where No |rishh Need Apply signs once hung from
stores. All of this in a city where, just thirty years ago, buses of black students were pelicd with rocks
as they pulled into schools in South Boston where the 2. .. were once the team who refused to
sign the great - Jackie Robinson.

But the problem isn’t that we’ve made progress. The problem is that progress isn’t good enough.
There is more work to be done, more justice to be had, more barriers to break. And now it’s your
generation’s turn to ', in . these changes :hout

The last century was undoubtedly an American century. Our victory over fuscism liberated
millions. At home, we built a shared r«perii that created the largest middle-class in history. Ours
was a nation of liberators; of free people; of prosperous people — and the world took notice.
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