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Shanghai—
the Oriental Pearl
ZRBBAZK . L5

Snap Shot

lEw) Shanghai, China’s most cosmopolitan city, is a vibrant, ev-
. er—changing city with a legendary history. Shanghai is not

cosmopolitan:

adj. # e onlyan old city full of Chinese traditional culture, but also a young

metropolis full of energy and glamour. Known as the Oriental

Pearl of China, it is becoming a world—renowned city for interna-

tional economy, finance and trade.
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Cultural Panorama )
X EARED

Social Life
Shanghai is a big melting pot with a population largely made

up of migrants. This has led to the development of the city’s col-
orful culture. Shanghai boasts a large number of celebrated artists
and performing troupes.

Many world—class musicians and artists have come to perform
in Shanghai. The city regularly hosts international TV, film and art
festivals. These events have drawn many domestic and overseas
participants and brought an abundance of high —quality programs
to Shanghai audiences.

Other popular festivals include the Huangpu Tourism Festival,
the Xuhui Osmanthus Festival, the Nanhui Peach Blossom Festival,
the Fengxian Kite—flying Festival and the Zhabei Tea Festival.
Outdoor concerts and performances at the Bund and other public

areas have also composed unique scenes in the city’s cultural life.
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Night Life

As the night falls, Shanghai, the busy and noisy city, seems to
quiet down unnoticed. It’s time the city renewed her make —up,
and just after a few moments she manages to take on a graceful
bearing. Neon lights, floodlights, laser lights and other colorful

troupe :
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abundance:
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paradise:
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appreciate;
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lights called “stars of the sky”, suddenly, all start to glitter. Spark-
ing and revolving, they make Shanghai prettier as well as fascinat-
ing.

Entertainments are rather prosperous in Shanghai. Splendid
theaters, fashionable cinemas, first—class bands and luxurious
dance halls have come to be seen as a kind of cultural symbol.
Nightclubs are an integral part of Shanghai entertainments. To-
day’s nightclubs, distinct from those in the old days, have become

the best places of exercise, amusement, sports and relaxation.
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Shopping

Shanghai has been famed as “the Shopping Paradise” and
“the Oriental Paris” in history. Visitors come to Shanghai with a
purpose of appreciating the beautiful urban scenery, as well as
shopping in its various kinds of shops and stores. Nanjing Road,
China’s No.1 Commercial Street, is a must for all visitors; Huaihai
Road, an elegant and cultural commercial street, attracts thousands
of young people who search for the latest fashion trends; and
Sichuan Road, a popular commercial street, is specially favored by
the working classes. In addition, the modern Xujiahui Commercial
Town, the traditional Yu Yuan Bazaar, the Kerry Ever Bright City
near the exit of the Shanghai Railroad Station are all prime loca-
tions for avid shoppers.

Special shopping streets and markets are also found in
Shanghai, such as the cultural street Fuzhou Road, where book



stores are closely lined one after the other, including the famous
Shanghai Book Town, Science and Technology Book Shop, An-
cient Book Shop, etc.

Besides, souvenir shopping in Shanghai is a very enjoyable
experience that visitors should not miss. Chinese souvenirs are
available in almost every corner of the city. But for quality sou-
venirs at a good price, you should go to two places where a col-
lection of souvenir shops or dealers can be found. One is Yuyuan
Garden, and it is the best choice for buying souvenirs. Recent
years, Yuyuan Garden is also famous for wholesale and retail mar-
kets around it. The other place to do souvenir shopping is Duolun
Road. It’s a short and quiet street, which is full of stores selling
products passed from old Shanghai and goods with cultural sense.
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Modern Link
» MTEE

China Pavilion for Shanghai World
Expo 2010

The China Pavilion is designed with the concept of “Oriental
Crown”. The traditional Chinese wooden structure element,
Dougong brackets, is introduced. Its main colour is “Gugong (For-
bidden City) Red” which represents the taste and spirit of Chinese
culture.
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Tianjin—
FBOIKAT -

Snap Shot

ianjin, also known as the diamond of the Bohai Gulf and

Tthe gateway to the capital of the People’s Republic of

China, has a long and illustrious history. For the visitors today, this

legacy can still be glimpsed, in the varied and beautiful architec-

ture, amongst the antiques to be found in the winding streets of

the antique market, and with visits to the profusion of religious
buildings that litter the city.
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Cultural Panorama" o
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Attractions

A large and colorful archway greets you at the entrance of the
Ancient Culture Street. Like its counterpart in Beijing, the famous
Liulichang, the street is an attempt to recreate a traditional Chi-
nese neighborhood in the middle of a modern urban landscape.
Though almost everything a fabrication of “old China”, it’s not
hard to appreciate the careful inclusion of authentic-enough de-
tails, including carved and brightly colored columns, curved bal-
conies and stylized tile roofs. Antiques here are generally expen-
sive, but if you have a knack for bargaining you stand a decent
chance of scoring some prime souvenirs—calligraphy, tea sets,
paper cutout art and the like—at reasonable prices. The street is
also home to Tianhou Temple, dedicated to Tianhou, the Goddess
of the Sea. The goddess has long been a protector of Tianjin’s o-
cean-faring citizens, and today’s temple is a mix of original and
reconstructed elements. In 1984, the temple was converted to a
museum dedicated to area folk customs, which includes fine ex-
amples of Tianjin clay works and woodblocks from the nearby vil-
lage of Yangliuging. The Great Wall at Huangya Pass weaves
across the very northern tip of Tianjin municipality, approximately
28 kilometers north of Jixian County Town. From the Pass, the
only one of its kind in the area, the Great Wall extends northward
into Hebei Province. The wall runs over some particularly steep
and rugged terrain, and great photo opportunities abound, espe-
cially during certain sunsets when the pass takes on a particularly
haunting aspect in the shadows thrown by the surrounding moun-
tains. Tianjin’s famous Grand Mercy Monastery (Dabei Chanyuan)

is located beside the Hai River on tianwei Lu. The Grand Mercy



Monastery is one of the biggest and best-preserved Zen Temples

in northern China, though many of the monastery’s buildings had
to be rebuilt after the 1976 Tangshan earthquake. The temple is
divided into two parts: the Old Temple, built in 1669 during the
Qing Dynasty, and the New Temple, added in 1940, which hous-
es an impressive antique—a golden statue of Sakyamuni Buddha
dating back to the Ming Dynasty. Grand Mosque located in the
northwestern part of the city. The Great Mosque (Qingzhen Si), is
a fine reflection of Chinese Muslim architecture. Construction of
the compound began in 1644 during the Qing dynasty. The
mosque consists of four major structures, the screen wall, the front
hall, the praying hall and the preaching hall. All the constructions
are sumptuously decorated wiih colored paintings, Koran scripture
carvings and banisters, and a total of 61 horizontal plaques and
couplets with both Chinese and Arabic inscriptions. Nowadays the
mosque remains an active place of worship for Tianjin’s Muslim
community.

Dagu Fort (Dagu paotai), erected on the southern bank of the
Hai River, is 60 kilometers southeast of the city proper. Originally

there were forts on both sides of the river built in the sixteenth
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