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Nelson Mandela (1918 - ) led the struggle to replace the apartheid regime of
South Africa with a multi-racial democracy. He was imprisoned for 27 years and went on
to become his country’s first black president.

Rolihlahla Mandela was born in Transkei, South Africa on July 18th, 1918 and was
given the name of Nelson by one of his teachers. His father Henry was a respected
advisor to the Thembu royal family.

Mandela was educated at the University of Fort Hare and later at the University of
Witwatersrand, qualifying in law in 1942. He became increasingly involved with the
African National Congress (ANC), a multi-racial nationalist movement trying to bring
about political change in South Africa.

In 1948, the National Party came to power and began to implement a policy of
“apartheid” , or forced segregation on the basis of race. The ANC staged a campaign of
passive resistance against apartheid laws. In 1952, Mandela became one of the ANC’s
deputy presidents. By the late 1950s, faced with increasing government discrimination,

Mandela, his friend Oliver Tambo, and some others began to move the ANC in a more
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radical direction. Mandela was tried for treason in 1956, but acquitted after a five-year
trial.

In March 1960, sixty-nine black anti-apartheid demonstrators were killed by police
at Sharpeville. The government declared a state of emergency and banned the ANC. In
response, the organization abandoned its policy of non-viclence and Mandela helped
establish the ANC’s military wing “Umkhonto we Sizwe” or “The Spear of the Nation”.
He was appointed its commander-in-chief and traveled abroad to receive military training
and to find support for the ANC.

On his return he was arrested and sentenced to five years in prison. In 1963,
Mandela and other ANC leaders were tried for plotting to overthrow the government by
violence. The following year Mandela was sentenced to life imprisonment. He was held
in Robben Island Prison, off the coast of Cape Town, and later in Pollsmoor Prison on
the mainland. During his years in prison he became an international symbol of resistance
to apartheid.

In 1990, the South African government responded to internal and international
pressure and released Mandela, at the same time lifting the ban against the ANC. In
1991 Mandela became the ANC’s leader.

He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize together with F. W. de Klerk, then
president of South Africa, in 1993. The following year South Africa held its first multi-
racial election and Mandela was elected its first black president. In 1998, he was
married for the third time to Graga Machel, the widow of the president of Mozambique.
Mandela’s second wife, Winnie, whom he married in 1958 and divorced in 1996,
remains a controversial anti-apartheid activist. In 1997 he stepped down as ANC leader
and in 1999 his presidency of South Africa came to an end.

Mandela continues to support a variety of causes, particularly the fight against HIV-
Aids. In 2004, Mandela announced he would be retiring from public life and his public
appearances have become less and less frequent. On August 29, 2007, a permanent
statue of Nelson Mandela was unveiled in Parliament Square, London.

Nelson Mandela is one of the great moral and political leaders of our time. Since
his triumphant release in 1990 from more than a quarter-century of imprisonment,
Mandela has been at the center of the most compelling and inspiring political drama in
the world. Long Walk to Freedom: the Autobiography of Nelson Mandela was published
in Boston, USA in 1994. It is a moving and exhilarating autobiography, a book destined

to take its place among the finest memoirs of history’s greatest figures. In this book,
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Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela tells the extraordinary story of his life-an epic of struggle,
setback, renewed hope, and ultimate triumph.

To millions of people around the world, Nelson Mandela stands, as no other living
figure does, for the triumph of dignity and hope overidespair and hatred, of self-

discipline and love over persecution and evil.

(4]

apartheid n. (FEHE) FERE

regime n B, BUR, BURUH B
segregation n.  MIEREE '

controversial adi. K, FIH

statue n. ﬁﬁ@

permanent adj. KAH, RFAH

triumphant adj. MEFIHI, BIIK, HERE, HHEEERN
compelling adj. R, BREK, FIAEHK
antiapartheid adj. RFIERBEH

autobiography n.  Bf%

persecution n. 8F, Bk
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1. What contribution did Nelson Mandela do to his country?
2. When and why Mandela was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize?
3. What is the meaning of apartheid?
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2009 ), British theoretical physicist and

mathematician whose main field of research s
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has been the beginning of the universe, and a unified theory of physics, the nature of
space and time, including irregularities in space and time known as singularities ( &F
).

Hawking was born on 8 January, 1942 (300 years after the death of Galileo) in
Oxford, England. In 1958 he entered Oxford University.

In 1961 ,he attended a summer course at the Royal Observatory.

In 1962 ,he completed his undergraduate courses and received a bachelor’s degree
in physics.

Then Hawking enrolled as a research student in general relativity at the department
of applied mathematics and theoretical physics at the University of Cambridge.

In 1966, Hawking earned his Ph. D. Degree from Trinity College at the University
of Cambridge.

In 1974 ,he became one of the youngest fellows of the Royal Society.

In 1977 ,he became a professor of physics after finishing his post-doctoral research
at the University of Cambridge. |

In 1979 ,he was appointed Lucasian Professor of Mathematics at Cambridge.

In the earliest stages, Hawking has been concerned with the concept of singularities
breakdowns in space and time( ZF ¥ #). The most familiar example of a singularity
is a black hole, the final form of a collapsed star.

During the late 1960s Hawking proved that a singularity must occur at the big bang
(the explosion that marked the beginning of the universe and the birth of space-time
itself) .

In 1970 Hawking turned to the examination of the properties of black holes: the
surface area of the event horizon (the boundary of a black hole) around a black hole
could only increase or remain constant with time; this area could never decrease.

Since 1974 Hawking has studied the behavior of matter in a black hole in quantum
mechanics. Quantum mechanics ( & F5°H# 18 ) is a theory that describes black holes
from ‘which nothing was supposed to be able 1o escape could emit thermal radiation, or
heat.

Throughout the 1990s Hawking sought to explain the universe by incorporating all
four basic types of interactions between matter and energy: strong nuclear interactions,
weak nuclear interactions, electromagnetic interactions, and gravitational interactions.

His Major Works: ’

Universe in a Nutshell( { RF=BHFEH))
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The lllustrated Brief History of Time (1988) ({mf[a]faisk) (FHEA) )

Black Holes and Baby Universes and Other Essays (1993) ((BiH . BILFH A H
1))

The Theory of Everything ; The Origin and Fate of the Universe( { i3 )

The Future of Space-time { R M5k A1)

A Brief History of Time: From the Big Bang to Black Holes <<HT|‘—] o s—— M KR
FEB R

In 1992 American filmmaker Errol Morris helped make the all-time best seller A
Brief History of Time into a film about Hawking’s life and work.

Words by Stephen Hawking .

I am quite often asked, “How do you feel about having ALS?”

The answer is, not a lot. I try to lead as normal a life as possible, and not think
about my condition, or regret the things.

I have had motor neuron disease for practically all my adult life. I could select
words from a series of menus on the screen, by pressing a switch in hands, head or eye
movement.

A speech synthesizer fitted to my wheel chair allowed me to write, talk. Yet it has
not prevented me from having a very attractive family, and success in my work.

It gave me something to live for. 1 realized that there were a lot of worthwhile things
I could do. I was enjoying life in the present more than before.

Thanks to the help I have received from Jane, my children, and a large number of
other people. I have been lucky, that my condition has progressed more slowly than is

often the case. But it shows that one need not lose hope.

[ ]

1. What is ALS?

2. What is Hawking’s main field of research?

3. Which sentence by Hawking moves you the most?
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Martin Luther King, Jr. (January 15, 1929 - Apnl 4,
1968) was an American clergyman, activist and prominent
leader in the African-American Civil Rights Movement. His
main legacy was to secure progress on civil rights in the United
States and he is frequently referenced as a human rights icon
today.

5T -BE - = A Baptist minister, King became a civil rights activist

early in his career. He led the 1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott
and helped found the Southern Christian Leadership Conference in 1957, serving as its
first president. '

King’s efforts led to the 1963 March on Washington, where King delivered his “I
Have a Dream” speech. There, he raised public consciousness of the civil rights
movement and established himself as one of the greatest orators in the U. S. history.

In 1964, King became the youngest person to receive the Nobel Peace Prize for his
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