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At the mere mention of Sanmao, a figure well known to several generations would come to our minds:
a young boy’s bony build supporting a huge head, with only three hairs on it. Wandering the world, he
experiences its coldness and its warmth, undergoes grief and happiness, and endures a vortex of wars and
hardship. He laughs heartily and curses bitterly; he hates and loves enthusiastically; he expresses himself
openly and passionately. Sanmao’s attitude towards life is tolerant, optimistic, and magnanimous, which
makes him seemingly ageless for the span of several generations. He never changes, forever coming

across as a mischievous kid.

It has been over 70 years since Zhang Leping gave birth to Sanmao and this China-born boy is now
known by the whole world. However, there is no Sanmao cartoon that has been translated into English
yet. What a shame for the world! This color cartoon book in both Chinese and English could help Sanmao,

who is still wandering, enter the opening doors of a still wider world.

The merit of a bilingual cartoon lies in that it can attract Chinese reader to learn English and at the same
time, make foreign reader more interested in learning Chinese, which will facilitate communication and
build a mutual and abiding relationship.

Sanmao belongs to the whole world; therefore, we need to open doors around the world to welcome
him in.
Zhao Ju
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Sanmao was wandering around. When
seeing the lambs, chicken or doggies
that were taken care of or fed by their
mothers, he thought of his miserable
life. He picked up a doggie wishing to
give it a kiss, but only ended up being
attacked by its mother. The frightened
boy hurriedly climbed up a tree where
there was a bird nest. When the mother
bird saw someone approaching her nest,
she quickly sheltered her babies under
her wings. Sanmao could no longer hold
back his tears.
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Sanmao was longing for a happy life.
He saw a small town on the other side
of the river and thought that he might
be able to find something to eat there.
So he climbed down the tree, went to
the riverside, rolled up his trousers, and
began to wade across the river.
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However, before Sanmao came to the
middle of the river, the water was already
up to his chest. He struggled and cried
for help. Rowing a small boat, an old
fisherman happened to pass by. Seeing
someone struggling in the river, he
immediately gave his oar to the boy, and
then, pulled Sanmao out of the water
onto his boat with all his strength. When
Sanmao turned around, he saw an eel fish
biting his toe and coming up to the boat
as well.
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The old fisherman took Sanmao to his
small hut, took out a clean coat, and
asked the boy to put it on. However, the
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Depending on each other, Sanmao and the
old fisherman started a new life. One day,
the old fisherman taught Sanmao to cast
a net to catch fish. The boy cast the net
with all his strength, but unfortunately,
he slipped and fell into the river, and the
open net flew to the small boat. Thus, he
caught nothing but the old fisherman.
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One day, the old fisherman caught two
big fish. Wishing to trade them for rice,
he asked Sanmao to stay at home waiting
for him. However, when he came back,
the boy disappeared. The old fisherman
was so worried that he cast the net into
the river. When he drew the net, he was
surprised to see that Sanmao was inside
holding a big fish!
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Unfortunately, however, Sanmao’s good
days soon came to an end. One day, two
army troops arrived at both sides of the
river, and asked the old fisherman to
take them across the river first. It was
a dilemma for the old fisherman for he
dared not offend either side. When he
was still hesitating, the soldiers of both
sides lost their temper and shot him dead.
The poor boy lost his dearest “Grandpa
Fisherman”.
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Sanmao walked down the road with a
baggage roll on his back. A rich man
felt disgusted by him. Suddenly the
sky turned dark and then it began to

rain heavily. Sanmao hurriedly made a
temporary shelter out of his baggage roll.
The rich man rushed in and stayed under
the shelter. Sanmao thought, “Just a
moment ago you thought that I was dirty
and smelly, but now in order to avoid the
rain, you sit so close to me.”
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Sanmao passed the door of a house,
where there was a middle-aged woman
washing her sheet. She waved to the boy,
asking him for help. Sanmao tried his
best to dry the sheet with the woman,
but unfortunately, he left two dark palm
prints on the sheet. The woman was so
angry that she gave the boy a heavy slap
on the head.
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Everyone says that Shanghai is a paradise
full of gold. There came a car. Sanmao
courageously stopped it and asked the
driver for a ride to Shanghai. The angry

driver got off the car and slapped him
down to the ground. The car swaggered
off, spattering mud all over the poor boy
whose head was swollen.
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< courageously adv. FH{it
| slap v. i, 5
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Sanmao stood up and continued walking.
Why are the ferocious driver and his boss
pushing the car so hard? Their car broke
down and couldn’t start any time soon.
The driver gave Sanmao an unctuous
smile, wanting him to help push the car.
Sanmao thought, “I would be a fool to
help you,” and strode off.
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Sanmao arrived in Shanghai. He was
happy to see so many tall buildings and
huge mansions, and thought, “Soon I can
have something to eat.” However, when
he went deep into the city, he only saw
a chaotic scene: Slogans were posted
all over the walls; demonstrators were
marching down the street; policemen
were patrolling on horses. Where can one
find something to eat?
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mansion n. KJ&
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Sanmao was curious about everything in
the city. He saw a gentleman in suit, and

judged by appearance that he must be full
of muscles. The man asked Sanmao to
carry his suitcase, and then, he wiped his
sweat and took off his suit. To Sanmao’s
surprise, the man, who seemed so strong
just now, was a weedy guy.
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