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Of" Truth

What is truth? said jesting Pilate'”; and would not stay for an

(3)

answer. Certainly there be that” delight in giddiness®, and count it

a bondage to fix a belief; affecting® free-will in thinking, as well as in

© be gone,

acting. And though the sects of philosophers of that kind
yet there remain certain discoursing” wits which are of the same veins,
though there be not so much blood in them as was in those of the
ancients. But it is not only the difficulty and labor which men take in
finding out of truth; nor again that when it is found it imposeth upon®

men’s thoughts; that doth bring lies in favor; but a natural though
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corrupt love of the lie itself. One of the later school® of the Grecians"?

examineth the matter and is at a stand to think what should be in it,
that men should love lies, where neither they make for't! pleasure, as

U2 as with the merchant; but for the lie’s

with poets, nor for advantage
sake. But I cannot tell; this same truth is a naked and open day-light,
that doth not show the masks and mummeries and triumphs of the
world™, half so stately and daintily"* as candle-lights. Truth may
perhaps come to the price of a pearl, that showeth best by day; but it
will not rise to the price of a diamond or carbuncle, that showeth
best in varied lights. A mixture of a lie"® doth ever add pleasure.
Doth any man doubt, that if there were taken out of men’s minds vain
opinions, flattering hopes, false valuations, imaginations as one would,
and the like, but it would leave the minds of a number of men poor
shrunken things, full of melancholy and indisposition, and unpleasing
to themselves?™” One of the fathers"®, in great severity, called poesy
vinum daemonum™™ because it filleth the imagination; and yet it is but
with the shadow of a lie?”. But it is not the lie that passeth through
the mind, but the lie that sinketh in and settleth in it, that doth the

@D of before. But howsoever these things are

hurt; such as we spake
thus in men’s depraved judgments and affections, yet truth, which only
doth judge itself, teacheth that the inquiry of truth, which is the love-
making or wooing of it, the knowledge of truth, which is the presence
of it, and the belief of truth, which is the enjoying of it, is the sovereign
good of human nature.™ The first creature™ of God, in the works of
the days, was the light of the sense; the last was the light of reason; and
his sabbath®® work ever since is the illumination of his Spirit. First he
breathed light upon the face of the matter or chaos; then he breathed

light into the face of man; and still'® he breatheth and inspireth light
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into the face of his chosen. The poet that beautified the sect®® that was
otherwise inferior to the rest, saith yet exceﬂently well: It is a pleasure to
stand upon the shore and to see ships tossed upon the sea; a pleasure to stand
in the window of a castle and to see a battle and the adventures®” thereof
below:but no pleasure is comparable to the standing upon the vantage ground
of truth (a hill not to be commanded,” and where the air is always clear
and serene), and to see the errors®® and wanderings and mists and tempests
in the vale below; so always that™ this prospect® be with pity, and not
with swelling®® or pride. Certainly, it is heaven upon earth, to have
a man’s mind move in charity, rest in providence, and turn upon the
poles of truth.®”

To pass from theological and philosophical truth to the truth of
civil business™; it will be acknowledged even by those that practice it
not, that clear and round® dealing is the honor of man’s nature; and
that mixture of falsehood is like alloy in coin of gold and silver, which
may make the metal work the better, but it embaseth®® it. For these
winding and crooked courses are the goings of the serpent; which goeth

% and not upon the feet. There is no vice that

basely upon the belly,
doth so cover a man with shame as to be found false and perfidious.
And therefore Montaigne® saith prettily, when he inquired the reason
why the word of the lie should be such a disgrace and such an odious
charge. Saith he,® If it be well weighed, to say that a man lieth, is as much
to say, as that he is brave towards God and a coward towards men.“*® For a
lie faces God, and shrinks from man. Surely the wickedness of falsehood
and breach of faith*" cannot possibly be so highly expressed, as in
that it shall be the last peal® to call the judgments of God upon the
generations of men; it being foretold that when Christ cometh, he shall

not find faith upon the earth.”
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AE R 1625 £ (ML) (Essays, 3588 ). (REE) R
XEWFEZE, GREERMES HETRNLBEZ— X, ERA BN
% FEFALEFNAK, FRER, BEFNGMBRENRS, #ER
HEF, AXFRNEAEENMEN L, LhF R EE R ER X
AL A o

e 4 o B SO RS B o B L AR TSRO HR R RS R,
HEFEANRE . B FEM A, v day-light, candle-lights % & 3%,
41 the inquiry of truth, the knowledge of truth, the belief of truth %, 43t &
Ry “CENBS” WETEN, BMNEX “ERREER —EFH
WM EE, REBRHR, RAT—EHANNE, vReHREGHEEER (T
& Norton Anthology of English Literature, Vol. 1I. p.1627 ).

ERBEEMMEERAR, AXBOEHERE, ERBERREK. W
ERHE AP EE, FEREE, LRAHTER, NLERNE, A X
Wlie —FAHEHEAN: —& “BE, #REXHFH", v that doth bring
lies in favor; a natural though corrupt love of the lie itself; for the lie’s sake; A
mixture of a lie; the shadow of a lie; the lie that sinketh in and settleth in it; hail -3
“# = f83E”, 1w the word of the lie; a lie faces God, and shrinks from man,
(1) of: about, concerning, X T o
(2) jesting Pilate: £ W (#i % « 48 ¥ ) % 18 % 38 ¥, H4 % (Pontius

Pilate) £ B L AN (4 2636 4 ), ¥ ¥ ALK, FRAANE

RTAFERHKTETFRELE, UHE S AHKRAAR, HREE

P “RAMTAE, GAHEIEE, BALEEELE; LEXERW

Ao % 3% " (To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth

heareth my voice.) KA % X 15: “KEEMALR? " 1] T XA — A E

ZE, RXMEHARAABE, L% “FEHEEL” (would not stay
for an answer) —iF, Bx “HERML” WEAARHERN, MAXE
I RXAE RN M ERK

(3) that: those who,

(4) giddiness: %%, &%,

(5) affecting ( # ): aiming at, seeking, &7, ER; 47 1 loving #, B
K BE
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(6) sects of philosophers of that kind: 35 /A TG 8T 4 # 2 ~A T 3 HLF BIF
g, MR FFEXLEZEAEY, HEHREFNEAEWITHT
M, HEHHEAXRRAZHNE. TTHRANFTTHA Y, B, =
Mo R R BT E A LNRE TR K,

(7) discoursing: rambling, discursive, # & #, & LT,

(8) imposeth upon: imposes upon, = lays restrictions upon; limits,

(9) One of the later school: ¥ & 3 & # fif ¥ % X R A 1£ £ 5% # ( Lucian,
% 120—190 ); A & 7 3¢ 3F 4 B RURD 3 o o 4 b RN BRI S R

(10) Grecians (& ): FEA, HFEFEH, -

(11) make for: HA|F, HHT.

(12 ) advantage: F| 2 ,

(13 ) the masks and mummeries and triumphs of the world: masks B {8 & &/, 3%
—HRFEEAMNRIARE. ERAT 16 LM 17 HENK MY EE
HEHORBER, gk, F45. BB, REFRRET 4, TERH
BEBREARH, REERNNETE, ©HEF AN H H. mummeries
BV B, triumphs #5 B R TR, IAXLEZNEXUEANAK,
BAER-—NEE, ANBRER, LFEUFRAFRBEFANAE,
RABHEHCHWAREH., BRE (BZE) (“Of Love”) — X H H#HH
W “FEAEHT—AHEHE, B RINEEFRE - BESFEAHR
El.>” (Itis a poor saying of Epicurus, “We are a sufficiently great theatre to
each other.” ) ZEAX ¥, ERXARE B A ERLZ XN, HAFE
RELHHHEE, WAER “THELHEH B X" (anaked and open day-
light ),

(14 ) daintily: £ % 3.,

(15) carbuncle: ruby, 2% F, L%,

(16) A mixture of a lie: }B K 5 HE B 4. X ¥ & )5 — K that mixture of
falsehood #y4 X 5 # 4 [H .

(17 ) Doth any man doubt ... but it would ... unpleasing to themselves?: doubt
R A (B2 A ) ¥ EEL A MNAE, A but (2 that, but that ), vain
(% ): foolish, flattering: Z/EHW ., AW (FE ), 20 (FEEXEAH
K ## ) ( The New Oxford Illlustrated English-Chinese Dictionary, Oxford, i
X B4 ), flatter ve. 6.; “EHA R EWHFL”; B % N Oxford English
Dictionary, X % # 2| to flatter # 17 J& X A to raise false hope,, indisposition:
illness




(18) fathers: ZEH FHH KR, X ERH XY F# (St Jerome, 4 347—420)
B A5 F KA 7T (St. Augustine, 354—430), 2 FW/EN T XX 2 (the
Vulgate ) Wy &E4; 2R EH T U (1% %) ( Confessions ) Fu { £ 23 )
( The City of God ) Hl 4 .

(19) vinum daemonum ( #r 7T 3 ): the wine of devils, BERZH, BEHTHE
ARG “BiR LB (the wine of error), T Z W2 h “HEHE KA
" (the food of the demons )., IR fb A B L EHBAE T X WM ¥ %,

(20) it filleth the imagination; and yet it is but with the shadow of a lie: 1% &
REZRE, BFFFRBEARSY, WFARLHHBRE, EFAITRFH
B R % F (with the shadow ofalie) T &, ¥FMRAN, HEWBRRZL
“BAWE” (%) A%, LTAH.

(21) spake ( # ): spoke,

(22) yet truth ... the sovereign good of human nature: W, 4] ¥ 8 =% Z truth,
1§ & & teacheth, Dl that 5| R WMo R EENA, EXNEENAF,
F1E & the inquiry of truth. the knowledge of truth 7 the belief of truth, X
ZHERT-NE-WBA, ERFEHHEA is.

(23) first creature: first thing created, ¥ 4|2 #; £ (B4 - Al #iL) &
1FEE3F: “Wit, AKX, %4 T A.” (And God said, Let there be
light: and there was light. )

(24) sabbath: H#EWE TR, W (F L) T RFEWERAANLEH, B
(H% - HARRIE) F20FE8~11%: “ULALEH, FHEH--
EWhe BZW, HfdEX, b, BREFHTYH, £7T0ELE, A
DE G @ 528 H, £4FH,” (Remember the sabbath day, to keep
it holy ... For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that
in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath
day, and hallowed it. ) sabbath ( & {53 X ): rest.

(25) still: still next,

(26 ) The poet that beautified the sect: The poet 3 & F L #f ¥ X F 7 ¥ #
(Lucretius, #/ATCHT 95—RT 44 4 ); thesect HE A FEMER, F
By % (Epicurus, /AJCH 341—%8 270 4 ) % (41 ) ( On the Nature
of Things) ¥ E#HBRAEN; #ilh, RAEEVARSYE, EFES
WHhAREEENER, WRALERNEENE, EEREX, F2
MERE FRKS W,
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(27) adventures (£ ): &k, Wi,

(28) ahill not to be commanded: — & 7 ¥ # i # \Li % . commanded: overtopped.,

(29) errors (& ): ¥, W %, = wanderings, devious courses, 3 3017 err
BETHT X errare, & to wander, go astray.

(30) so always that: provided always that, R0 & &+ L RER T o

(31) prospect: contemplation, ¥, #MW.,

(32) swelling (% ): E&#ANL, #AEHR,

(33) it is heaven upon earth ... the poles of truth: 7<) } ¥ 77 & 3 th T ¥ 55 %
HER I E#. RELYF (Polemy, 90—168) AX¥, FHEEF,
MEREFS R P8, MRABELEHTENRNLER (HAR
Z, KREARK. KER. 2ER. AR, KEX. KEXfLER),
tERSEREER, BENIREFHFNIRTRESK; RHIXNWEHF
ZEWMWAERES, CMNUE. LERYES, BEREE. RE
EEHMEFERE, FHEHREDRE LFHHN, TLEFAXREHESX
WAHBNEEFZE (charity, dfF “HE” & “Z” #). ERRE
KARHAYFTFEFNANELRAANF ERAER: —PABHOR
ELEPET (BAEFLERFANRRBEREEST), ETFTHER
B (L SR E R 5 oy B SRk ), DUECEE o W AR O AR T e,
XRERBAWER, TRTHEXRET., ZXE, EREHE. CFF
RERRAAE—R; HREAEHNRD, LFHCLEMEE,

EXZEXHY, REFFHHNEARLELEET FARERNY
BER, MNEFUARCBHEMER, B, EAANERRFHFES
( Castiglione, 1478—1529) #& (# E 2 F ) ( The Book of the Courtier ) ¥
W “EkELEF, R-AE, ERCHFS, Bk, BREREFEFOHRF
MRARNF BHEELRATRAL REEHLF X - EAR (Joseph
Hall, 1574—1656) Z (# &) (F2 %% 1 %) ¥, —BHERSY
NRARRAEBTEGEEZF, FEZRER, ). “ERE—R
B, BEEFCTS, BEZNGECEANERET, XHRAHRARS
Y. mEHMRTES TN

(34) civil business: 3¢ 3t &1t A 4T A 20k,

(35) round: 3EF M, FHEW; XEfFH HWround, HYTFHREEFH
square, W44 i& fair and square, FHEEERK, LHEAH, P+ 0T
# (& + =& ) (Dwelfth Night ) ¥ b7 B # th & X _E AL round A F:
Sir Toby, I must be round with you. (#tE%, BEERE TR &% HiE,




REABXBRWE

[RAEF B, B2FEE3F, F10217 )

(36 ) embaseth: embases, = debases, &1k, #E1H,

(37) which goeth basely upon the belly: #% ( 22 ) Frif, ®WANZAEAN
fTEY, BEESFEEREERE, REAMNEH, BAFTH., 2L
(B4 -Alie) #3F% 4% “ROABTFAaAE, £472+.” (From
now on you will have to crawl on your belly and you will have to eat dust as
long as you live. )

(38) Montaigne: % H ( Michel Eyquem de Montaigne, 1533—1592 ), #%E# 4
XK, 3% (#XE) (Essais) B4 Tit,

(39) Saith he: & 4] # # — 4] ( And therefore Montaigne saith ... a coward
towards men) EEX L RATUAN - F, BETFEFRT A
¥ 4 &4 (when he inquired ... an odious charge ), B H.7Z&EX E 4
KA, HAELEEEL — T F3E he (Montaigne ),

(40) If it be well weighed, ... a coward towards men: 5| B % H (# X% ) # 2
%% 18 # (k) (“Of Liars” ), well weighed: 1F 4885 &, F4% %,

(41) breach of faith: .15, F 4,

(42) last peal: G W4 7; MERWEEHEFE, FTHELEFIRFHEHA
R (CEA) WAX,

(43 ) it being foretold that when Christ cometh, he shall not find faith upon the
earth: 74 % # it being foretold that M s &4, R REH, &N (¥
% B mEE) % 18 ¥ % 8 ¥ . when the Son of man cometh, shall he
find faith on the earth? ( A 7k ey %, EHF L ENEED?) X EX
&, (F# - BiniEE) F W faith — A4 belief, T RIFARE AR Fr
.8 truthfulness =, honest dealing, ¥ HRFZF XL FAEEEEREX LA
ZH.

[ 5% )
it R 2
AWEMN4? hESCRERM; REFRFETL, AR

ABERBEGTEMR, 0ANAAEF—FHELHAF -,
B A RERERLfiTsi Lo h&E, ERRRFROTFE




