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Preface 1

Preface

The process of European integration is the one in which European
politics, economy, law, society and culture thoroughly interact. The law,
however, plays as a very important role in the integration. The Practice of the
European integration over the past half century has proved that EU law
constantly promotes every advance of European integration. With the progress
of the European Integration, EU not only has already established its political
economic and legal authority among the member states, but also plays an
important part in the international political, economic and legal affairs and
undoubtedly becomes an important one in the multi-polar world. Along with
the European political and economic integration, the legal integration brings
Europe economic development, social stability and the promotion of
international status, which are all valuable references for China. In recent
years, both China and EU have developed fast in the field of politics,
economy, law and especially trade and both sides have already established the
strategic partnership of cooperation. No doubt the interdisciplinary and
comprehensive study on the interaction of EU law with EU politics and
economy during the European integration are of crucial significance and
valuable references for China.

China University of Political Science and Law ( CUPL) applied for the
project of the “EU-China European Studies Centers Programme ( ESCP)” on
February 24, 2006. After the evaluation by the Academic Evaluation
Committee of EU, 174,603. 3 Euro of project fund was granted by EU, and
43,000.00 Euro co-finance was funded by CUPL. The project at CUPL is
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titled “The Interaction between EU Law and EU Politics and Economy in the
Process of European Integration” and consisted of three close-related
activities; cooperative research, cooperative teaching, and the sustainable
development of the Centre. The Research Centre of European Law ( the
Centre) at CUPL worked together with its European partners, University of
Freiburg and University of Muenster for the application and the
implementation of the project. According to the plan, the project was to begin
on Aug. 1, 2006 and end on Oct. 31, 2007, totally 15 months. The overall
objective of the project is to strengthen the comprehensive understanding of
EU politics, economy and law through interdisciplinary research and teaching
activities, further to provide useful experience for China’ s legislature and
judiciary, as well as the development of political, economic and legal
relationships between China and the EU.

During the project, the Centre and its EU partners held an international
symposium entitled “EU Law and European Integration” during October 7 -
8, 2007. Subjects of the symposium included the following: interaction
between EU law and EU politics and economy in the process of European
integration; role of EU law in European political and economic integration;
unification of EU law in European integration; judicial independence of EU
Court and its significance on the fulfilment of European integration ; trade
conflicts and the solving mechanism in regional integration process.

Ten professors from Germany and UK, and nearly thirty professors and
experts from home institutes and governments at all levels attended the
conference to discuss the interaction of EU law and EU politics and EU
economy.

This book is the collective papers of the international Symposium. The
publication of this book can exhibit the latest academic research fruits about
EU politics, economy and law so as to provide opportunities for

communication between Chinese scholars and European scholars.
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