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PREFACE

Quan Shanshi, oil painter and Prof, has mailed me a sample copy of Collected Works of Contempuorary
Calligraphers and Artists from Yin County and asked me to write a preface for it. Obviously he thinks
highly of this anthology. for Prof. Quan is not a man who is prone to ask others for a favour. To my
excitement, all the collected works are top-grade ones and most of the artists are familiar to me. Yet I have
been wondering why such a county can foster so many outstanding artists, art critics and art educators.
Together with the sample copy is “a brief introduction to Yin Coun™. Brief as it is, it offers me a glimpse of
the underlying reasons behind the artistic development of those living there:

Yin County is located in the east of Zhejiang Province, based on the mountains at the back and facing
the East Sea, with a vast stretch of level land. It abounds with the scenery typical of South China,
characteristic of idyllic villages dotted here and there with peach blossoms, green bamboo, clear ponds,
vaulted bridges
harbors during the Tang and Song Dynasties, and also the birthplace of the well-known commercial

and flowing streams, It is also the location of Minzhou Port, one of the three major export

organization “Ningbo Group™. Due to the local cultural tradition of “keeping up family prosperity through

. this land historically engendered thousands of Jinshi (successful candidates

the pursuit of scholarly studie
in the highest imperial examinations), and the celebrated “East Zhejiang School™ of the Chinese philosophical
studies. It also nursed such academic celebrities as Wu Wenying, Zhang Kejiu, Wang Yinglin, Tu Long,
Wan Sitong, and Quan Zhuwang. With their keen aesthetic sense, illustrious masters from Yin County
were recagnized in the field of fine arts from time to time. For example, the landscape painter Lou Yao in
Song Dynasty, the flower-and-bird painter Lu Ji and the painter Jin Di especially skillful with bamboo in

Ming Dynasty, and the “Mansion Painter” Chen Zhuan, enjoying equal popularity with Li Chan in " Yangzhou
School™ in Qin Dynasty, are all topmost masters, among hundreds of Yin County artists,

As can be seen, the beautiful local landscape, the abundant historical legacy, the quiet and refined
Jacal character and morals, the enduring cultural value trend, the open economic structure characteristic of
harbour cities, and the constant cultural interactions with the outside world are all cradles of Yin County
artists. A slight sense has occurred o me that a powerful cultural trend has been prevailing in Yin County,
constantly touching the local people’s spirit and encouraging the artists to keep up their creation. According
to Prof. Quan’s introduction, the art circle presents a prosperous vision: the older artists are keeping on
creating their best, the middle-aged ones have been producing their best and the young also have made
great achievements, Therefore, historical tradition comes alive through the modern heritage and modern
culture hecomes more profound based on the former.

In recent years, Yin County has witnessed dramatic progress in its social and economic development,
and its overall strength ranks one of the topmost in the list of * 100 Powerful Counties in China”™. Meantime,
its government has laid great importance on its cultural construction. A typical example is the printing and
publication of Collected Works of Contemporary Calligraphers and Artists from Yin County. This is a
tremendous job done to display the collective force of the artists from Yin County, to have a temporary
summary of the Yin-County fine arts and to meet friends through art works to promote the
intercommunication and understanding in the art circle.

I sincerely wish the cause of Yin County fine arts a bright future.

Jin Shangyi
Chairman of the Chinese Fine Arts Association

Vice-chairman of the Chinese Cultural Association

26/12/2000
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Two Fish in the Lotus Pond  Chen Qiucao




i

A
Spring Charm Wu Yongliang

ety
B

% 3] =]



Sk

PG ENER

a

Xiling Signets  Wu Yonglian,



