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Unit One - Stamps and Philately

Lesson One
Buying Stamps

Dialog (1)

a Customer B——a Clerk

A

A :Good morning.

B:Good morning. What may I do for you?

Al want to buy some postage stamps.

B:What face value,please?

A :Please give me two one-yuan stamps, four ten-fen stamps,
four twenty-fen stamps and six fifty-fen stamps.

B:Excuse me, I beg your pardon, sir, My English is limited.

A: Well, two one-yuan stamps, four ten-fen stamps, four
twenty-fen stamps and six fifty-fen stamps.

B:Oh, I see. Wait a minute, please. ...Here you are. Any-

thing else?



A :No, thank you.

B:Altogether six yuan and twenty fen.

A :Here’s a ten-yuan note.

B.Excuse me, have you got the twenty fen change?

A:No, I have no change at all. Can you change it for me?

B.Wait a little while, please. I’ll try to give you the change
...Here you are, three yuan and eighty fen.

A .Thank you. Good-bye.

B:You are welcome. Good-bye.
Dialog (2)

A ;Please, do you speak English?

B:Yes, I'do, but only a little. Anything I can do for you?

A :Can you tell me where I can get stamps?

B:You can get stamps at Counter No. 3..

A :Thank you. ..

B:May I help you, sir?

A:Yes, I'd like to get some stamps.

B.What denominations?

A Please give me five one-yuan stamps and ten twenty-fen
stamps. 1'd like some beautiful ones.

B.OK, wait a moment, please. ... Here you are.

A:Oh, fine! By the way, do you have airmail stamps for sale?

B:No, they are not available.

A :What about the stamp rolls?

B.Do you mean the stamp booklet?

D



A.Yes, Ido.

B.Not either.

A.That’s all right. How much shall T pay?

B:Let’s see, altogether seven yuan. .

A .Here’s the money, two dollars.

B: I'm sorry, we don’t accept foreign currency. Please ex-
change it for Renminbi.

. A.But where can I change it?

B:You can change it at the bank.

A.ls it far from here?

B:No, it’s just opposite this post office.

A :Thank you. See you later. ...Here you are, exactly seven
yuan.

B:Here are your stamps. Do you want anything else?

A:No, thanks a lot.

B:Don’t mention it. Thank you.
Words and Expressions

postage ['paustid3] n. HB¥E
postage stamp HF 2%
value ['velju] = H#H1E
face value THE

yuan  JL(ARTEAD

fen (ARHHELD
note [nout] n. 4=

change [tfeind3] n. WEMR.FE o Xk, LKk



counter ['kaunta] n. HMHH

Counter No.3 HE=#H0O

denomination [di,nomi'neifan] n. (. HTEH) BN

what denomination {4 FE{EM (B85

the stamp roll HEZE¥E

booklet ['buklit] =». /pH-F

the stamp booklet /NA<HEE

dollar ['dole] =. FE(EE. MER RAH L, RER LT
SEARTRLFFHS)

currency ['karensi] n. HMH

foreign currency #MLC

Renminbi AR (45 RMB)

exchange [iks'tfeind3] ©». ik

exchange. .. for... ?Bﬁﬁ,ﬁ&}jﬁ -----

Substitutions

1. What may (can) I do for you?
May (Can) I help you?
Anything I can do for you?

.2. Anything else?
Do you want anything else?

3. I want to buy some postage stamps.
I’d like to get some envelopes.
Please give me some .postcards. )

4. Here you are.

Here it is.

e 4.



Here they are.
Here’s the money.

Here are your stamps.
Exercises

1. ARAEXTE & T FUA A

A. Dialog (1)
1) What does the customer want to do?
2) How many stamps does he buy?
3) How much is the total charge?

B. Dialog (2) .
1) What counter is the customer looking for?
2) At what counter can he buy stamps?
3) Does the post office provide airmail stamps and stamp

booklets?
4) Does the post office accept any foreign currency?
5) Is the bank far from the post office?
2. O%EM FHE .

A :Please, do you speak English?

B:

A .T’d like to buy some postage stamps.

B: )

A :Please give me ten twenty-fen stamps, four fifty-fen
stamps and two one-yuan stamps.

B.

A :How much?



By the way, have you got airmail stamps for sale?
:wa about the stamp booklet?

. That’s all right. Here are two dollars.

:Where can I chgnge it?

s it n-ear?

: Thank you. See you later.

:Excuse me, this is exactly six yuan. |

-

A :No, thanks a lot.
B:
- 3. BIEXTE.

Reading Material-
The Post Office

When you talk about the post office, do you know the ori-
gin of the name? In early times letters were taken throuthout
the whole of their journey by messengers. Along the main
roads there were many different places for the messengers to

6.



i stop and change fresh horses. Such a stopping-place was called
7post” and up to now we still keep the name "post office”.
Today there are thousands and thousands of post offices,
branch offices and postal business stations all over our coun-
try. You can find them in every town and nearly every village
in China. Postal services are playing an important part in the
life of all of us. In pace with China’s reformation and opening
to the outside world, more and more foreign travellers, busi-
nessmen, scholars, students and others come to China. So in-
ternational postal services are now much more important than
ever before. And many clerks are studying English hard so
that they can do their work better. Nowadays hundreds and
thousands of postal workers, clerks and cadres are working
heart and soul at their posts to keep the large postal network

open.

branch office X
postal business station #f % Ff
in pace with BE&E-----

Names of Countries and Capitals

CHINA ['tfaina] BEIJING [ 'beijig]

KOREA DPR [ka'tia] PYONGYANG ['pjon'jeeq]
KOREA R [ka'ria] SEOQUL [saul]

MONGOLIA [mop'gsuljs] ULAN BATOR ['ula:n'barts:]
JAPAN [d3ze'peen] TOKYO ['taukjsu] -



" Lesson Two
Buying Commemorative and Special Stamps

Dialog (1)

B:Hello,ma’am, can I help you?

A:Yes, I’m here to buy some stamps for collection. Do you
have any commemorative and special stamps for sale?

B:Yes, quite a lot. Look, these are new stamps lately issued.

A :Please give me two pieces of this design.

B:I’'m sorry, these stamps are to be sold in sets.

A:Give me two sets then. By the way, do you have stamp
specimens?

B: Yes, here’s the catalogue. Please have a look and make
your choice.

A :Oh, marvellous] These stamps are réally wonderful.

B:What sort do you want?

A.I'd like two sets each of 1992-3T, 1993-2], and the sou-
venir sheet of 1993-7T.

B:OK, here you are. Altogether eleven yuan.

A:Well, here’s the money, fifteen yuan. Please give me some
regular stamps instead of the change.

8



B:All right. Here you are.
" Dialog (2)

A :Hello, sir, will you please spare me a few minutes?

B:Yes, I'll be glad to.

A :1'd like to buy some Chinese stamps. Do you have China’s
special and commemorative stamp albums for sale?

B:Do you mean the albums mounted with the whole year’s
stamps? '

A :Yes, that’s it.

B:I’'m sorry, they have been sold out now.

A :What a pity!

B:Are you a stamp collector?

A:Yeé, I am. 1 like Chinese stamps very much.

B:You can buy some singles and complete sets, and then put
them in the albums. We have this kind of albums for sale.

A :That’s a good idea!

B:We sell various kinds of stamps. Here are the specimens for
your choice.

A :Oh, great] These stamps are of the first class in design and
in printing.

B: Thank you for your appreciation. What stamps would you
like? _

A :Look, I need these stamps:
1. 100th Anniversary of the Birth of Comrade Mao Ze-

dong, and its souvenir sheet.



