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Unit 1

Free Falling

""""""""" ~About the text—

Suggested summary

The time of saying good-bye and actual leaving makes a great impact on the author, which is
fully demonstrated in the opening sentence. He gives a general description of how he feels on that
particular day, during which his own mood changes from sheer excitement for the prospect of
becoming independent and free to fear and uncertainty to a mixture of both. By his brunching with
Mom and saying good-bye to her, he makes a very smooth depiction of the change of his mother’s
mood from being chatty and cheerful at the beginning to being quiet, even somber as the final
moment comes. To bring the story to its climax, the author ends the story with a symbolic
description. He compares himself to a rookie skydiver preparing for his first plunge that leads to
possible outcomes; sheer excitement or eventual death. No matter what will happen, he closes his
eyes, takes a deep breath and jumps into the future.

Free Falling is a very good sample of describing small events. the writer’s brunch with his
mother. The description is well-structured with the narration organized chronologically. It is a
self-discovery experience for the writet and it also brings back our memories of similar nature.

One of the ways a writer attracts readers’ interest is by arousing curiosity. From the first
sentence of “Free Falling” ( “The impact of saying good-bye and actually leaving did not hit me
until the day of my departure. ), the writer catches our attention and we want to know what will
happen. Besides, the story has a clear dramatic structure for the unfolding of action: a beginning
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that arouses readers’ curiosity, a middle that builds suspense, and an ending that completes the
action and brings the story to a climax,

In real life, the writer must have said good-bye to many of his friends and folks that day, but
he strategically chooses the most moving moment of that day to focus on and the rest becomes the
backdrop for this dramatic scene between him and his mother.

We chose this article for Unit 1 hoping that students will learn the writing techniques of

narrating and describing small events vividly and that the text will remind students of their good
memories in the past.

'We suggest that the teacher might give students 10 to 15 minutes to describe in groups their

saying good-bye to their friends and relatives when they left home for the university to do ME
(master of engineering) or MS (master of science) or MA (master of arts). Then the teacher
might also ask some students to present their description to the whole class. Besides, the teacher
may remind students of reading Description in Writing Styles of Part II.

We also suggest to the teacher reading the writing techniques of paraphrase and summary.

1. The impact of saying goodbye and actually leaving did not hit me until the day of my

departure. lts strength woke me an hour before my alarm clock would, as for the
last time Missy, my golden retriever, greeted me with a big, sloppy lick. (para.1)
BT B EEAP—R , o B BY-&- 5 Ao JUIE T BR 3G FRFR 7= £ bb RS, X R K EL AR 49 FT A2 b e /a3
A— N\SFERR, At HABBELHRMREBRS—RAINETE T K—TF £-T/6E15E,

2. of course, | did not notlce any of these qualities untll that day, which made me all
the more sad about leaving her, (para.1)
BMBABENMR AL EZEPRRGXERF S, XSKE/oRSRE, “all the more” in
the sentence means “Increasingly”, &#4" E e, % 28",



. Big deal. (para.3)

“big deal™ Is a set phrase used to say that you do not think something is as
important as someone else thinks it is. ( &k ~hFEZE)RHLT &,

Examples .

It's Just a game. If you lose, big deal.

What's the big deal? It's only o birthday, not the end of the world.

It's no big deal. Everybody forgets things sometimes.

. No one ever said divorce was easy. (para.5)

The sentence “ No one ever sald divorce was easy. ” has been digressed from the
theme. However, the writer returned to the theme immediately and focused on one
particular moment of the day. the brunch with his mother. The distracting sentence

might be used as a b_c\ckdr‘op of the writers family.

. More so, she talked a little of her first year away from home — cluttered dorm, shy
roommates, some art history closses — and she spoke with such detail and
enthusiasm that | clearly saw what a lasting impression coillege makes. (para. 5)
BEEDHBRT RRE—FER LR~ FW RIS RBE FTELSER —LEZK
FIR, MBI L R FPLBE ART AR AR BAETZTPHEAET S o REEHFP
Fo

. Home would no longer be home, but Carbondale, llinois. (para.7)
“but Carbondale, llinols” is a sentence that has omitted some parts. The complete
sentence should be like this. but Carbondale, lincis would be home. This iIs because

the writer is leaving home for the university in Garbondale, llinols, where he will live.

. At thot time, | felt like o rookie sky diver preparing for his first piunge. ( para.20)
Apet KRB — PR A RS E—RBE,

“a rookle sky diver preparing for his first plunge” is a metaphor ( the writer
compares himself as a rookie sky diver preparing for his first plunge), which makes
the ending apt, vivid and impressing. This ending aiso catches the essence of that
moment accurately ( its two possible outcomes: sheer excitement or eventual
death). It ends the story clean. As he “closes his eyes, takes a deep breath and

Jumps” into the unknown future, so do his readers.

. The very thought that this was his idea seems absurd to him, and he feels like the
only person on the face of the planet. (para. 20)
“on the face of the planet” Is a set phrase used when you are emphasizing a

statement to mean “in the whole world™.



Exampie .

If she was the last woman on the face of the earth, | still wouldn’t be interested !

gl stroke n.

A. iliness

if someone has a stroke, an artery ( = tube carrying blood) in their brain suddenly
bursts or becomes blocked, so that they may die or be unable to use some muscles
B. a single movement of a pen or brush when you are writing or painting

A few strokes of her pen brought out his features clearly.

C. a gentle movement of your hand over sth.

I gave her hair a gentle stroke.

D. at a/one stroke: with a single sudden action

At one stroke the country lost two outstanding leaders.

E. stroke of luck/fortune: something lucky that happens to you unexpectedly
In a stroke of luck, a suitable organ donor became available.

stroke v.

A. fo move your hand gently over something

He reached out and stroked her cheek tenderly.

He lifted her face and stroked her hair from her eyes.

B. to hit or kick a ball with a smooth movement in games such as tennis, golf, and
cricket

He stroked the ball into an empty net with a minute to go.

C. stroke somebody’s ego: to say nice things to someone to make them feel good,
especially because you.want something from them

F] hype n.

attempts to make people think something is good or important by talking about it a lot on
television, the radio, etc. — used to show disapproval

Some experts are concerned that the new drug won’t live up to all the hype.

Despite the media hype, I found the film very disappointing.

hype v.

A. to try to make people think something is good or important by talking about it a
lot on television, the radio, etc.

4



Uit 1

The director is just using the controversy to hype his movie.

Give teams a week off between series to rest and to hype the next round.
B. hype sb. up: to make sb. feel excited

She can see that Tommy is hyping him up.

E) collect .

A. to get things of the same type from different places and bring them together

After 25 years of collecting recipes, she has compiled them into a cookbook.

The company collects information about consumer trends.

B. [ especially British English] to come to a particular place in order to take
someone or something away; [ American Equivalent ]: pick up

Martin’s gone to collect the children from school.

I’ve got to go and collect the book I ordered from the library.

collect ady.

call/phone sb. collect [ American English | ; the person who receives the call pays for it
[ British Equivalent | . reverse the charges

He has no money but knows how to call home collect, according to police.

I called from Chicago, leaving messages once, twice and even asked people to call me back
collect.

B hug n
the action of putting your arms around someone and holding them tightly to show love or
friendship
Paul gave me a big hug.
Nesta greeted the visitors with hugs and kisses.
My warmest wishes to everyone in the family, and a special hug for Penny.
hug v.
Ato put your arms around someone and hold them tightly to show love or friendship
We stood there crying and hugging each other.
She went to her danghter and hugged her tightly.
B. to put your arms around yourself
Sarah sat on the floor, hugging her knees.
She stood close to the wall, hugging herself against the cold.
C. to move along the side, edge, top, etc. of something, staying very close to it
The small boats hugged the coast.
D. hug yourself with joy/delight, etc: [ British English] to feel very pleased with
yourself
Kate hugged herself with pleasure after receiving the award.



J conjure .
A. perform clever tricks in which you seem to make things appear, disappear, or
change by magic

David conjured an endless succession of rabbits out of his hat.

The threat of computer terrorists may be enough to conjure money for research from
Congress.

B. to make something appear or happen in a way which is not expected

He has conjured victories from worse situations than this.

conjure sth. up

A. Yo bring a thought, picture, idea, or memory Yo someone’s mind

Dieting always seems to conjure up images of endless salads.

B. o make something appear when it is not expected, as if by magic
Somehow we have to conjure up another $ 10,000.
Through simple disuse and lack of feedback, she may stop conjuring up stories.

conjuror n.
someone who entertains people by performing clever tricks in which things seem to
appear, disappear, or change by magic; [ synonym ] magician
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TeXt A , G004l Reading

Task 1

Part 1. impact; actual leaving

Part 2. general description; mood; the strong desire; fear; mixture

Part 3; brunch; mood; cheerful; somber

Part 4. symbolic description; rookie skydiver; plunge; excitement; deep breath

Task 2

1.
2.

It is the description of the effect of saying farewell to his parents, friends and folks on the author.
The story is chronologically organized ( following the time sequence in which the event
unfolded itself) .

He felt eager and excited to wait for the day to come.

4. At the very beginning he became sentimental about saying good-bye to many people around

him. Facing the reality of becoming independent, he began to feel afraid and uncertain.

It is very impressive. Weckerly ends the story with a metaphor which catches the essence of the
particular moment accurately. He compares himself to a rookie skydiver preparing for his first
plunge, which leads to possible outcomes:; sheer excitement or eventual death. The last
sentence “He closes his eyes, takes a deep breath, and jumps” symbolizes the fact that from
that day on the author jumps into the future of being independent no matter how long and

complicated the road to it is.

Task 3
Please refer to “I. About the text. ”



