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INTRODUCTION

magine' writing notes to your friends us-

ing pictures instead of words. Imagine

having a monkey as a pet or having your
head shaved? except for a single sidelock. You
might have done some of these things if you
had lived in ancient® Egypt.

Egypt is a country in northeastern* Africa. It
is mostly desert—dry and hot. However, the
longest river in the world, the Nile’, cuts
through Egypt. Along the river are fertile®,
green lands. From the air, the Nile looks like
a long, snakelike curve’ of green surrounded®
by desert.

We’ll visit the pyramids®, mysterious'® tri-
angles'' rising out of the desert. These huge
monuments'?> were built to honor" the
pharaohs', the rulers of ancient Egypt. No
one really knows how the ancient people built
the pyramids.
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EGYPT: THEN AND NOW
Bk 56X

ient Egypt,
. 1400 B.C.

ARABIA

he first map shows where ancient
Egypt was located'. You can also find
some of the important places that
you’ll learn about in this book. Giza? is where
three ancient Egyptian pyramids are located.
Thebes® is where you can see the ruins* of
ancient Egyptian temples. What else does this
map tell you about ancient Egypt?

locate v, METF. LT

1

2. Giza HEGRR R YR h)
3. Thebes JEELHT (3R R R A B A2 31)
4. ruins " YR B



race' the Nile River on its long jour-

ney north to the sea. Into what body

of water does it flow? What is the fan-
shaped land along the sea called?

Now compare’ ancient Egypt with modern
Egypt. How are modern Egypt and ancient
Egypt alike and different? Do you see the
same cities on both maps?

The capital of modern Egypt is Cairo’. Cairo

is the largest city in Africa. It is one of the

biggest cities in the world! About seven mil-
lion people live there. The streets are full of
people. Aswan* is another important place in
modern Egypt. An enormous’ dam® that sup-
plies’ most of Egypt’s water is located there.

trace
compare
Cairo
Aswan
enormous
dam

supply

On the streets of Cairo you will see
a mix of the old and the new.




LIFE ALONG THE NILE RIVER
JeZ ML E i

n ancient times, the Nile flooded' every
year between July and September. The

floodwaters spread silt?, a mixture® of tiny*
bits of soil and rock, over the land around

the river. Water and silt turned dry land into In ancient times, the land along the Nile
good farmland. was called kemet, which meant “black

land.” The soil turned black after the
Today, most people in Egypt still live along river flooded. The desert land was called
or near the Nile. Many boats still travel along deshret, which meant “red land.”

the river. But now some are cruise ships’
filled with tourists®. Others are freighters’ car-
rying crops or oil. You can also see feluccas®.

They are long, narrow boats. They were used
long ago and are still used today.

1. flood v. (F#K)izM

2. silt n. Wk R
3. mixture . RED
4. tiny adj. [N

5. cruise ship Pt

6. tourist n. RS
7. freighter . o
8. i

felucca n (HhrRER R
ransportation '

For thousands of years, sailboats
called feluccas, have been used for
transportation? along the Nile River.



Egypt is mostly desert. Only the land near
the Nile River can be used for farming. Over
time, more and more people chose to live
here. But there was not enough farmland to
raise food for all these people. To create' more
farmland, a dam was built at Aswan in 1902.
Farmers used water from the dam to irrigate?,
or water, their land. During drwll/s:, they
could grow more crops.

A second dam, the Aswan High Dam, opened
in 1971. Now the Nile no longer floods. The
dam holds back* the waters from flowing over
the land. The dam also created Lake Nasser’
on the border® between Egypt and Sudan’. The
waters of Lake Nasser can be used all year to
irrigate desert land.

A flower garden grows in front of
the dam at Aswan.

1. create v. &
2. irrigate ¥ R, R
3. spell . (BEXRSH)—BRIFENE
4. hold back PE LE
5. Lake Nasser NFRIRIK BE
6. border . h5t
7. Sudan pives
8. wildlife . FAE NAE)
9. hippopotamus n A5
10. antelope . BE
11. hyena . R
12. crocodile 7 (B REsE)

LOOKING

In ancient times, a lot of wildlife® lived
along the Nile. They included
hippopotamuses?®, antelopes', hyenas',
and crocodiles'. Today, large wild animals
live only along parts of the southern Nile.

4



FARMING

f you had the richest soil in the world,

what would you do for a living? You’d

farm. In ancient Egypt, most people were
farmers. Each October they planted their
crops. They planted bj}rl/ey,’k_ﬂ/af,\and wheat.
Barley was used to make bread and beer. Flax
was used to make linen’ clothes. Wheat was
used to make flour* and bread.

Ancient Egyptians kept careful records, or
lists, of their crops and cattle. These records
were kept for tax® purposes®. Everyone had
to pay taxes on their crops and their animals.
Farmers were even taxed on the number of
eggs their chickens produced’!

Ancient Egyptians used wooden plows®. Ei-
ther the farmers or cattle pulled the plows.
Farmers raised cattle, goats, ducks, and
donkeys’. Some raised bees for honey'.

ol

1. barley . K&
2. flax n. ¥ R
3. linen adj. T R BY
4. flour 1. ik
5. tax 7. i
6. purpose 1. BRY
7. produce V. (&)
8. wooden plow KEY
9. donkey . o
10. honey " e

Then & Now

In ancient times, Egypt grew much
more food than it needed. It sold the
extra food to other countries. Today,
Egypt can’t grow enough food for its
people. It must buy more than half its
\food from other countries. /




Today, camels help with farming.

Today, many Egyptians are still farmers.
Many people live on the land near the river
now. This means that each farmer has less
land to farm than in the past. Farmers have
had to move into the desert where the land is
very dry.

In desert areas, some farmers use modern
machines to irrigate. Others use the same
wells that were used long ago. Farm fields
are small. Irrigation canals' run around them.
Without Nile floods, the soil is not as rich as
it was long ago. Farmers must fertilize®, or
enrich?, their land.

1. canal . S|
2. fertilize v il
3. enrich V. (L) EALIK
4. bean 1. g
5. load ED

Today, farmers grow several different crops.

Cotton is the most important crop. Egypt is
one of the world’s leading producers of
cotton. Other important crops are rice, corn,
wheat, beans®, and oranges.

Then & Now

In ancient Egypt, farmers used donkeys
to move heavy loads®. Today, farmers
use camels. Ancient Egyptians did not

have camels.

N
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AN EGYPTIAN COMMUNITY

HOMES

f few trees grew in your homeland, what

would you use to build your house? In

ancient Egypt, people built their homes
out of bricks' made from mud? and straw”.
They dried the bricks in the sun. Most houses
had one floor. Some had cellars* for storing
things. Houses had little furniture®. People sat
on stools® or cushions’. They stored things in
small chests®.

Many houses opened onto dusty®, sandy'’
streets. To keep out the heat and sand, houses
had small windows. To keep cool, families

_spent time on their roof. There they enjoyed

BREHHSER
cool breezes''. Sometimes, people even slept
on the roof!

Today, cities such as Cairo have large, new
buildings. Living in an Egyptian city today is
like living in any modern city. But villages in
the countryside are more like those of long ago.
The houses are still made from dried bricks.
Some of these houses have electricity'? and
even air-conditioning".

1. brick n &
2. mud n e
3. straw n. HME
4. cellar " HE, HTE
5. furniture n KA
6. stool n S
7. cushion . B, 4R
8. chest . EF. 18
9. dusty adj. A
10. sandy adj. Zibay
11. breeze . A
12. electricity . 2z}

. air-conditioning



CLOTHES

What do you wear when it is very hot? Prob-
ably something light and cool. Egypt is a hot
country. People in ancient Egypt wore light
clothes. Men wore a short kilt!, a kind of skirt.
Women wore robes’ or simple dresses. Most
clothes were white. Only the rich had their
clothes dyed? in bright colors. Children wore
the same styles* as their parents.

1. kilt . FEZ NG
2. robe 7 K
3. dye v. e
4. style . FER
5. wig n. B
6. protect v, R
7. deodorant n R
8. cone n. 312
9. perfume V. BE
10. fat n. R&RA
11. melt V. RR1L
12. warmth . Pt g
13. jewelry . HRE
14. makeup n 1kl

Both men and women in ancient
Egypt wore jewelry and makeup™.

Many men and women shaved their heads to
keep cool. Children shaved their heads ex-
cept for a sidelock. This was a piece of hair
on the side of their head. Both men and
women wore wigs’® to protect® their heads in

—

the sun. T

Today, few Egyptians shave their heads. They
wear clothes much like the clothes you wear.
They also wear flowing robes and light, full
pants. Many wear hats to keep cool. Their hats
work like the wigs that ancient people wore.

LOOKING

Ancient Egyptians wore deodorant’ on
top of their heads! They sometimes
placed a cone® of perfumed® animal fat'
on top of their wig. When the fat melted"
from the warmth™, it gave off a nice smell.

13



We don’t know much about schools in ancient

Egypt. We do know that only boys went to
school. They started school at age seven.
Some went to boarding schogls' at temples®.
Others became the students of “wise men.”

Boys learned to read and write first. Then they
studied mathematics®, geography*, drawing,
and foreign languages. Most girls were taught
only at home. They learned household” skills,
such as weaving® and cooking. Some girls also
learned to read and write.

1. boarding school FREFR
2. temple I BEF. Fh
3. mathematics . e
4. geography . th 32
5. household adj. RKEM
6. weave V. L5
7. elementary adj. R
8. attend v, (%)
9. university . K
10. chant v. B R E B (%)
11. phrase 7. 184
12. arithmetic . BAR
13. separate adj. BIhy

14

LOOKING

Ancient Egyptians learned to read by
chanting'® aloud. They chanted aloud
whole words and phrases''. Arithmetic®
t silently. Ancient Egyp-
tians counted in 10s and had no sepa-
rate’® numbers for 2 through 9. So, the
number 35 was thought of as
10+10+10+1+1+1+1+1.

was worked

Today, elementary’ and high school educa-
tion in Egypt is free. The law states that chil-
dren between the ages of 6 and 14 must go to
school. Both boys and girls go to school. Most
children attend® elementary school. About half
of the children then go on to high school.
Egypt has several universities’. The largest is
Cairo University.

Schooling in modern-day Egypt




Today, Egyptians use refrigerators’ to pre-

. serve their food. They also use canned' food
In ancient Egypt, supper was often vegetables

and fish. Rich Egyptians ate meat they
roasted' over fires. A favorite? salad was cu-

which keeps longer in warm climates'".

. i 1. t v. 23
cumbers’ and lettuce’. Ancient Egyptians e —

) 2. favorite adj. REWRM
loved to eat sweet things. They baked many 3. cucumber . =1
different kinds of breads sweetened® with 4. lettuce 2 B

. 3 o i 5 v, 5
honey and fruits. To help grind® their wheat, e e SO

) ) 6. grind v, BEEY) . HR(FF)
they added sand to it! The sand hurt their 7 i = (%) T4
teeth. Many people had toothaches or ground 8. preserve v RIF, (RH
away teeth by eating a lot of bread! LB é i

10. can V. e

11. climate . (-

Just like today, ancient Egypt was very hot.  12. scented adj. BEH
Food spoiled’ quickly. To preserve® their food, ' ”‘;‘pki” i B, d=i
B - " 14. sift V. i

people dried fish and meat in the sun or salted 5, cestor X7 P

them.

Most Egyptians ate their food with their

fingers. The rich used scented' water and
M~

napkins' to wash their hands as they ate.

An Egyptian farmer sifts' grain as his
ancestors’ did thousands of years ago.




THERHARAQ S

he most important leader in ancient

Egypt was a king, or pharaoh. Ancient

Egyptians believed that the pharaoh
was a god. Many people kissed the ground
he walked on. Some believed he could con-
trol' the weather! Everything that a pharaoh
wore and used was made just for him.

Would you like to receive many golden
gifts? Well, the pharaohs of ancient Egypt
did. Pharaohs had large armies and were
very powerful. Other rulers feared the
pharaohs. They sent the pharaohs gifts.
Nubia?, a country south of Egypt, sent the
pharaohs gold plates, gold jewelry, and
even gold bows*.

————

Imagine having everything you do and say
written down. The pharaohs had scribes’
who did this. These writings were later put
on the walls of a pharaoh’s tomb, or grave®.
They were carved’ on the monuments that

RN EZ

the pharaoh built. The scribe also recorded
tax payments, laws, and all the pharaoh’s
speeches.

Many celebrations® were held at the royal
court’, where pharaoh and his family lived.
Singers and dancers entertained'®. Musicians'
played harps' and flutes". A storyteller told
~— N

the court of the great deeds of the pharaohs.
Children played games, such as leapfrog'* and
tug-of-war'.

1. control v. fak
2. powerful adj. BHE M
3. Nubia LI
4. bow n 5
5. scribe n WER
6. grave . M, RE
7. carve v. Bzl
8. celebration n KR
9. royal court BE
10. entertain V. E=- KRR 1R K
11. musician n. KM
12. harp . B
13. flute . K&
14. leapfrog . BEE X
15. tug-of-war n BT (EL )
16. Hatshepsut AR (R R L E)
17. crown . EE
18. ceremonial adj. FLAXHY




