TEMPLE CULTURE OF FU-CHEN (TAINAN) TAOISM
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PREFACE

Taoism is the original, traditional religion of the Chinese people. Beginning from the
time of the Emperors Hsi and Huang, Taoism was explained and spread by Laotse
(literally, the old one”). It became a religion largely thanks to Chang Taolin Tien
Shih (the “teacher of heaven”). Chou Dynasty, Ching Dynasty, and Han Dynasty scholars
worshipped the Huang Lao school of thought, or Taoism as it became known. Through
the many dynasties, the Wei, Chin Nanpeichao, Sui, Tang, Sung, Yuan, Ming, and
Ching, the religion was passed down. From the dynasties to the modern nation, all have
the deepest relationship with Taoism. The late Ming Dynasty, Yenping Chunwang came
to Taiwan and Taoism followed. He observed the almanac of the Ming Dynasty. Considering
the special strategic position of Taiwan, in Hsi Ting Fang he designed a special oath to
worship heaven. It is now a temple located at No. I6 Lane 84 Chungyi Rd., Section 2,
Tainan, and is called the Tien Tan Temple. At Tung An Fang, the Peichi Tien
Temple was established, now located at No. 8¢9 Mingchuan Rd., Section 2, Tainan, and
is now the so-called Hsiang Ti Temple. Worshipping Shuan Tien Shang Ti, it is the first
Taoist temple in Taiwan. So, this temple has become the belief and thought center of the
Chinese people. Yenping Chun Wang, also called “Koxinga,” liked Taoism philosophy
and propagated it, not only believing but worshipping so that all the nation was influ-
enced by him and Taoism has spread widely. So Taoism is the original and traditional
religion of the Chinese people.

Taoism is the most important aspect of Chinese culture. Taoist temples are the character-
istic symbol of the religion. One epic, one nation, one religion, the symbol of the temple,
reveals itself under our scrutiny as the cultural standard of this time, this nation, and
this region of the world. Fucheng (the ancient name of Tainan City), is rich in Taoist
temples, which in the history of Taiwan’s development play a very important role
and position by transferring Chinese culture to our descendants , providing a formula for
society’s economic development, maintaining social order, and emphasizing the research and
development of the community and many functions. The Taoist temples in Tainan are
mostly over 300 years old, and they have become the focus of our history. No matter for
one person or many people, they are living examples of history. The materials preserved in
Taoist temples are not only evidence of the temples’ history and express the folk beliefs, but
also reveal the officials, gentlemen, and the social groups and mutual relationships. Every
time one goes into a Taoist temple, the same prayers can be heard and seen. Chinese. char-
acters commonly written on placards in all of these temples represent “Fung Tiao Yu
Shuen” (good climate) and “Guo Tai Ming An” (the government is very good and the
people are harmonious). The people go into Taoist temples and burn incense and ask to
be blessed, and everybody requests a steady and safe life and asks for good fortune to arrive.
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Because the people of Taiwan live in a free region, it is comforting to the spiritual life. In
the past three centuries, Taiwan’s Taoist temples have preserved many cultural artifacts
as has been reported in the Taiwan Daily News, June 3, 1987, second edition. The reporters
also interviewed the modern critic and famous American historian Kao Li Ning, who
teaches history in the Department of History at Purdue University. Dr. Kao Li Ning
said that “It is the point of view from Chinese history that Taiwan is an integral part of
China. According to my understanding, if you are a Chinese, then you will be in accordance
with this view. Taiwan belongs to China and is a part of China. This is indeed true based
on all the evidence before us.”

In the past 10 years, because of rapid industrial and commercial development, the
economy of Taiwan has taken off and the living standard of the Chinese people has risen
dramatically. The education of culture has also spread rapidly. Therefore, under the
force of the material culture, the Taoist belief takes on new significance and be-
comes a modern trend to uplift the spiritual needs of the Chinese people. The Taoist
temples have become a palace for the spiritual needs of life. To guide Taoist beliefs becomes
the main thrust of Chinese spiritual thought. It helps the Chinese people to maintain the pure
thought of Taoism and to make it glorious. I have catalogued many cultural artifacts
from the Taoist temples, such as carved wood calligraphy plates containing poetry, written
by distinguished men and officials and famous artists. I have found stone carvings with
Chinese calligraphy written about the repair, reconstruction, reestablishment, and expansion
of Taoist shrines. Tables for sacrificial food offerings to the gods, containers for bamboo
fortune tellers” sticks, candle holders, incense burners, vessels for fruits, dragon columns,
sedan chairs or carriages for the gods, vases, placards containing the gods’ and ancestors’
names, bells, carved lions, items indicating the date of establishment of the particular
temple, etc. All of these historical materials I have divided into units to indicate every
dynasty, and I have catalogued the different items to make it ordered and have printed
the results as a reference book. Because these historical materials are the treasures of the
Taoist temples, they are very precious and must be accurately accounted for. This important
task depends on the administrators in every temple who can write and maintain accurate
records so that this important information can be passed down to the next generation and
will encourage them for the future. The Taoist temples of Tainan City, variously called
in Chinese “Kung, Kuang, Tan, and Miao,” must be preserved. Only through the careful
work of administrators will the cultural artifacts be brilliantly and perfectly maintained.

Chi Ning Tao Ren (religious name), also known as Kuo Jui Yun,

written at the Tien Tan temple in Tainan City.
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Ming Dynasty: Yung Li year
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Pei Chi Tien,” the precious
cultural artifact preserved is a carved wooden sign saying, “Wei
Ling Ho 1” (dignified power having a great reputation), Chi Yu
(the tenth of twelve branches) mid-autumn festival, Ching Dynasty,
Kang Hsi eighth year. Written by the Ling Tsing Wang of Ming
Dynasty 1669 AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been 318
years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Taiwan Shou Miao
Tien Tan,” the precious preserved cultural artifact is a
copper incense burner, Ming Dynasty, manufactured during
the Shiuan Te year, 1435 AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD),
it has been 552 years. .
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TAOISM: Tainan City;  Temple Name: “Taiwan Shou Miao
Tien Tan,” the precious preserved cultural artifact is a
copper incense burner, Ming Dynasty, manufactured during

Shiuan Te year 1435 AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it
has been 552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; An Nan District Lu Erh Men: Temple Name:
“Tien Hou Kung,” the precious cultural artifact preserved is a
copper incense burner of Shiuan Te , Ming Dynasty. The last
year of Shiuan Te is 1435 AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it

has been 552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Fu Lung Kung,” the
precious preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense
burner manufactured during the Ming Dynasty. Until ROC
year 76 (1987 AD), it has been over 500 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Chi Fu Kung,” the
precious preserved cultural artifact is a incense burner, Ming

Dynasty, manufactured during the Shiuan Te year, 1435 AD.
Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been 552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Chu Fu Kung,” the
precious preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense
burner, Ming Dynasty, manufactured during the Shiuan Te
year, 1435 AD, Until ROC vyear 76 (1987 AD), it has been
552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Ho Shen Tang,” the
precious preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense
burner, Ming Dynasty, manufactured during the Shiuan Te
year, 1435 AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been
552 years,
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Chu Sung Kung,” the
precious preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense
burner, Ming Dynasty, manufactured during the Shiuan Te
year, 1435 AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been
552 vyears.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Chun Wang Kung
Tan,” the precious preserved cultural grtifact is a copper
incense burner, Ming Dynasty, manufactured during the
Shiuan Te year, 1435 AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD),

it has been 552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Kun Sha Kung,” the
precious preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense
burner, Ming Dynasty, manufactured during the Shiuan Te
year, 1435 AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been
552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Tien Chih Tan,” the
precious preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense
burner, Ming Dynasty, manufactured during the Shiuan Te
year, 1435 AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been
552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: "“Yung Hua Kung”
the precious preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense
burner, Ming Dynasty, manufactured during the Shiuan Te
year, 1435 AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been
552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Fu Te Yeh Miao,”
the precious preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense
burner, Ming Dynasty, manufactured during the Shiuan Te
year, 1435 AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been

552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “An Peng Miao  Shou
Kung,” the precious cultural artifact preserved is a copper
incense burner ,manufactured during the Shiuan Te year, 1435
AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it nas been 552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “An Nan Lu Erh Men
Tien Hou Kung,” the precious preserved cultural artifact is a
copper incense burner, Ming Dynasty, manufactured during
Shiuan Te year, 1435 AD. Until ROC vyear 76 (1987 AD), it
has been 552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Li Wang Tan,” the precious
preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense burner, Ming
Dynasty, manufactured during ShiuanTe year, 1435 AD. Until ROC
year 76 (1987 AD), it has been 552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Yin Tung Chu Miao,” the
precious preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense burner,
Ming Dynasty, manufactured during Shiuan Te year, 1435 AD.Until
ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been 552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Yen Chen Pei Chi Tien,”
the precious preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense
burner, Ming Dynasty, manufactured during Shiuan Te year, 1435
AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been 552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name:“Kuan Ti Tien,” the precious
preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense burner,  Ming

Dynasty, manufactured during Shiuan Te year, 1435 AD. Until
ROC year 76 (1978 AD), it has been 552 years.




B 5T~ KAB - BRI EE AR E
FRS o FAITIA35F LURT - 2S5 hERBT6E O E
552%F o

TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name:"Ta Jen Miao,” the precious
preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense burner, Ming
Dynasty, manufactured during Shiuan Te year, 1435 AD. Until
ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been 552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Wan Li Hsin Kung Shih,”
the precious preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense
burner, Ming Dynasty, manufactured during Shuan Te year,1435
AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been 552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Pao An Kung,” the precious
preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense burner, Ming

Dynasty, manufactured during the Shiuan Te year, 1435 AD. Until
ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been 552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Shen An Kung,” the
precious preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense burner,
Ming Dynasty, manufactured during Shiuan Te year, 1435 AD.
Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been 552 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “An Nan Chin Ho Kung,” the
precious preserved cultural artifact is a copper incense burner,

Ming Dynasty, manufactured during Shiuan Te year, 1435 AD.
Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been 552 years.
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Ching Dynasty: Kang Hsi
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Wu Miao,” the precious cultural artifact preserved is a carved wooden sign
saying, “Wen Wu Shen Jen (a man is scholarly and powerful),” Ching Dynasty, Kang Hsi thirty-fifth year, Pin Chih year,

1696 AD. Donated by Supervisor of the Education Ministry Mr. Kao Kung Chien. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has
been 291 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Pei Chi Tien,” the precious cultural artifact preserved is a carved wooden sign
saying, “Chen Chu Hsin Kung (his power and soul is evident),” Ching D nasty, Kang Hsi fifty-second year, Kuei Sz year,

1813 AD, written by Inspector General of the Education Ministry Mr. Chen Pin. Until ROC year 76(1987 AD), it has been
274 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Wu Miao,” the precious preserved cultural artifact is a carved wooden sign

saying, “Tan Yu Shen Shen (the grace of god is born and educated),” Ching Dynasty, Kang Hsi fifty-fourth year, Yi Wei

year, 1715 AD. Donated by the inspector of Fuchien Province Mr. Chen Pin. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been
272 years. ’
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: "Ta Tien Hou Kung,” the
precious cultural artifact preserved is a monument, Chin
Dynasfy, Kang Hsi twenty-fourth year, Yi Chou year, 1685 AD.

Written by Shih Lang. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has been
302 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Ta Tien Hou Kung,” the
precious cultural artifact preserved is a monument in remembrance
of the reconstruction of this temple, Ching Dynasty, Kang Hsi
thirtieth year, Hsin Wei year, 1691 AD. Until ROC year 76 (1987

AD), it has been 296 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “San Shan Kuo Wang Miao,”
the precious cultural artifact preserved is a wooden plaque with

the names of the ancestors of Han Chang Li. Until ROC year 76
(1987 AD), it has been over 300 years.
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TAOISM: Tainan City; Temple Name: “Wu Miao,” the precious
cultural artifact preserved is a memorial plaque for the King Yu

Chang, and King Kuang Chao. Until ROC year 76 (1987 AD), it has
been over 300 years. ;




