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Volume One
Chapter |

Palaces and Chambers

Imperial palaces in the successive dynasties of China have been enveloped in the mist of history:
except for the Purple Forbidden City built in the fifteenth century in the Ming and Qing dynasties,
imperial palaces of the successive dynasties were all reduced to crumbing walls and rubble heaps
just like the Ancient Loulan City which had been buried in oblivion. Since the original images
of the imperial palaces cannot be unfolded before people of modern times, we can only imagine
them in retrospect through literary recordings.

The Purple Forbidden City of the Ming and Qing dynasties listed as one of the cultural treasures
in the world is a representative work of Chinese imperial palaces. Nevertheless, palaces taller and
grander than the Purple Forbidden City had been built in China even before the Christian era. One
such palace was the Epang Palace built during the Qin Dynasty. Terracotta warriors of the Qin
Dynasty has shocked the whole world, but the Qin government had spent far more material resources
in building the Epang Palace than building those terracotta warriors, which had led to strong public
discontent and the ruin of the empire. The following dynasties all took warnings from the Qin
Dynasty and opposed extravagance when they built palaces and chambers. However, in terms of

momentum and scale, imperial palaces built during the Ancient and Middle times of China were
often grander and larger than the Purple Forbidden City in the Ming and Qing dynasties. For
example, the Linde Hall of the Tang Dynasty was three times as large as the Hall of Supreme
Harmony which is the largest hall in the Purple Forbidden City.

The construction of Chinese imperial palaces usually adopted a wood and earth structure. If
carefully protected, those palaces may last thousands of years. However, most of their destruction
almost all of the palaces were ruined by accidental fire or

was not the result of natural wear
arson while they were still in good condition. Dynastic changes were frequent in China, and many
burgeoning dynasties marked the end of the control of the old ones by destroying or discarding
their old palaces and chambers;only the Qing Dynasty was an exception: this ethnic minority power
entering the Central Plains completely accepted the imperial palace of the Ming Dynasty.

Among Chinese poems of the successive dynasties which meditated on the past, a large portion
were directed towards the palace ruins of former dynasties. Therefore, we may also appreciate the
Purple Forbidden City with some poetic sentiment, and yearn for the ancient palaces and chambers
annihilated in the mist.
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1. Hall of Supreme Harmony in the Purple Forbidden
City

The Hall of Supreme Harmony, which was called
the Fengtian (Worshipping Heaven) Hall in the Ming
Dynasty and Gold Dragon Hall by the folk, is the symbol
of imperial power. All important ceremonial activities
of the court including enthronement, grand wedding,
appointment of the crown prince, three most important
holidays (the Chinese New Year, the Winter Solstice,
the emperor's birthday), etc., were performed here.




