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SUMMARY OF

WESTERN HISTORIOGRAPHY
Since the Most Ancient

The western historiography is of a long trabition of more than two
millennia , with varieties of ideas and deeds, creations and accomplish-
ments, as well as breakthroughs and continuities. This book aims in mind
to describe, analyze and reapprais the whole course by the means the
historical research activities in the western countries have been develop-
ing in every periods, trying to show how history as a legitimate disci-
pline was come into existence,and to summarize the characteristics of
the developments of various times in different countries. It also tries to
discuss the westen historiography how to kake progresses as a result of
the efforts of grest deal of historians generation after generation,how it
has been becoming and ,finally in some future,will be a kind of vigor-
ous and serious human sciences.

In this book ,the development of the western historiography is dev-
ided, as most of the authorities, into three perioﬂr;= classical-medieval ,
modern and contemporary. Nevertherless, this study , contrast to those,
emphasizes the mechanism which has been promoting the evolution. For
this purpose, all the events in the western historiography will be dis-
cussed in the context of the broader ideological trends of its time. In or-
der to give a more clear picture,all the historians and their works will be
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headlined by conceptions instead of their centuries. The proto-humanist
historiography born among the mankind-oriented culturewas replaced by
Christian historiography when the Christianity dominated the whole
western world. By 14th century ,Renaissance origined in the northern I-
taly began to liberate historical ideas from the theological confiement.
Erudition historiography in the age of Reformation equipped the histori-
ans with the weapons of critic techniques. The rationalist historiography
brought the historians into a new way of thinking and paved way for
romanticist , nationalist ,idealistic , positive and critic movemets of histor-
ical writing ,which made their own contributions to the traditional histo-
riography with the Rankian paradigm as its zenith.

As a reaction to the traditional historiography,a new form of his-
torical studies was born in the west at the turn of this century,to which
this book gives a major proportion. The New History movement is
charaterized by the expension of the interest from the narrow politics in-
to the economy, society, culture, psycho, even into mentality,and its
openness to the social sciences and humanities. The merits and problems
of the conceptions,theories and methods developed by variety of schools
of new historians in the past fifty years, especially the quautitative
methods, are discussed in details. The sub-disciplines,such as economic

_history , social history , cultural history and so on and the history from
bottom up,such as labour history , family history and woman history are
also introduced and appreciated.

Besides, the implications of the famous historians in every times,
neglegted and distorted before, for example , Hirotodus, Machiavilli and
Voltaire ,are reappraised in new perspective. As the advances got by the
social sciences and humanities today ,it is possible to evaluate the mag-
nificance of theirs from a new point of view. Furthermore,in the whole
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history of western historiography, one idea and melthod in historical
studies seems to be replaced by the next,but,in fact,they complement
and compensated each other and together to make contribution for the
coptinuous progress of the west historiography.
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