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Overview

Summary

Background Informatic

The Northeast Today
SHFERILEB

Canm'balistic crustaceans,
mummers, snurfing, and
comfort food are just a few
of the topics covered in “The
Northeast Today”. Through
narrative, historical and
contemporary photographs,
and interesting facts, “The
Northeast Today” introduces
the reader to many aspects of
this region. Each article in this
part is based on a social
studies theme and gives
students a taste of the physical
and cultural geography of the
Northeast. This part offers
articles on lobstering, the
origins of the American Diner,
the Mummers Parade, and
snowboarding. We visit Sleepy
Hollow, Chocolate Town, and
Fort McHenry, where “The Star
Spangled Banner” was written.
What do you get if you order
bird seed and cow juice? What
became of Ichabod Crane?
What's a halfpipe? These and
other questions are answered
in “The Northeast Today”.

Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, and
Washington, D.C., comprise
the northeastern region of the
United States. Baltimore’s
waterfront and Maine’s Acadia
National Park are two
contrasting places of interest,
one urban and the other rural.
Diners originated in the
Northeast in the late 1800s,
while snowboarding became

a popular sport in the late
1900s. “The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow,” based on a town

in New York, remains an
important piece of American
folklore. Milton Hershey built
his world-famous candy
business in Pennsylvania while
serving his community by
founding a school for orphans.
Also in Pennsylvania, the
annual Mummers Parade
brings communities together
in celebration of a new year.

Learning Obiecﬁves

Gemsll'ext Features

mth

Writing Skills

. expomtmy
« narrative
» article titles and bylines
o illustrations, photographs,
_ andcaptions
emap
« sidebars

e draw conclusions
« yse context clues

Writing Focus

Supporting Skills

« use graphic organizers
to aid comprehension

* summarize

« prewrite

o conduct research

« organize information
Speaking/ Listening

~* give an oral presentation

~« recognize that the Northeast has both
* create a travel brochum x

hlgh y urbanized as wel! as aop-urban areas

connect the foll klore to a real location
e describe how to snowboard and how
it started in the Northeast
« identify Milton Hershey and tetl about
his life’s work .



Activate Prior Knowledge

Have students name places of
interest in the Northeastern
region that they have visited or
want to visit and give reasons
for their choices.

Draw the table below on the
board and have students copy

it into their notebooks. Tell
students that the words listed
relate to the Northeast. Have
them work in pairs to fill in the
2nd column and then check
their answers after they have
read the articles.

Preview

Give students time to preview
this part. Have them first look
at the overview and then skim
through the pages, looking at

the photographs. Ask:

How is this part organized?

What is the purpose of the
questions in the Overview?

Will you be reading about the
present, the past, or both? How
do you know?

Set Purpose

Ask students what they would
need to know about a region
of the country to understand
what it would be like to visit
or to live there. Have students
decide what they particularly
want to learn about the

% Vocabulary Strategy:

Use Context Clues

Activity Master, Page 14

Have students turn to page 11.
Point out the word cannibal
and have a volunteer read the
sentence containing that word.
Then have the student read the
sentence before and after the
one containing the word. Ask:

What do you think the word
cannibal means?

Explain that using context clues,
or the words before and after
the one you don’t know, is a
good strategy for understanding
unfamiliar words. Before
referring to the notes, students
can practice the strategy using
these words:

Northeast. architect Great Depression
burrow halfpipe
crustacean mummer
freestyle

Word Related to the Northeast What | Think It Means What It Does Mean
“crustaceans”

“diner”

“snurfing”

“mummer”

My Notes




Focus on Reading (continued)

% Read Strategically:

Draw Conclusions

Activity Master, Page 15
Assign each article in this part
as independent reading. Have
students use the Activity Master
on page 15 as a study guide as
they read. Explain that readers
draw conclusions about people
and events using facts and
details they read and what they
already know. As students read,
they can write details and facts
that will help them answer the
questions about the Northeast.

Strategy Tip: Use a graphic
organizer

If students have difficulty
organizing the content of the
various articles, they can create
webs to aid comprehension.
Explain that a web can help
organize details about a topic.
Suggest that students create a
web for the main idea of each
article, for example, “Touring
the Northeast.”

National
Aquarium

Students can share their webs
and ask for clarification during
class discussion.

Baltimore’s
Waterfront

Touring the
Northeast

Acadia
National
Park

Responding

Initiate a class discussion to
assess reading comprehension.
Ask questions such as:

In what ways does the Northeast
depend on coastal activities?
(main ideas and details)

What are the two major
geographic features of the
Northeast? (summarize)

What are the two main types
of snowboarding? (summarize)

Why were diners so popular?
(draw conclusions)

Why did Milton Hershey care
about how his workers lived?
(draw conclusions)

Writing and Research:

Create a Travel brochure
(expository)

Activity Master, Page 16

Tell students that they work for
the tourism department for one
of the states in the Northeast.
Students can work in pairs or
independently to create a
travel brochure for one of the
attractions mentioned in this
part. Encourage students to
use other resources to conduct
additional research for their
brochures by reading travel
guides or using the Internet.

Students can use the Activity
Master to generate ideas for
their brochures.

Communicating: Speaking/Listening
Give an oral presentation

In small groups, students can
take turns explaining the words
and pictures in their travel
brochures.

Students making the
presentation should.

v present material in an organized and
interesting manner

v explain why they chose the attraction
v make eye contact with listeners
Listeners should

v listen politely

v determine main ideas

v ask questions to clarify
understanding



Guidebook to the Northeast
Organize students into small
groups. Each group should
write about one of the areas or
attractions described in this
part. Be sure that each article is
covered. Students can find
information and pictures in
addition to those provided in
the book. Each group should
then create a chapter for a
guidebook to the Northeast.
Chapters should include an
overview of the area or
attraction, as well as
illustrations, maps, descriptions,
and other relevant information.
Provide time for groups to
share their information.
Assemble the chapters and
make the guidebook available
in the classroom.

Map
Activity

Activity Master, Page 17
Students can use the map and
book to label important places
in the Northeast and answer
the questions.

Students can answer the
following questions.

1 What happened at Fort McHenry?

2 What can you learn from folklore
such as the legend of Sleepy Hollow?

3 Why do lobsters molt?

4 When and why did diners stop being
popular?

5 Why is the Mummers Parade an
expression of culture?

Assessment Activity

Students can create a travel
poster for a location of their
choice in the Northeast.

Posters should:

v include an illustration that clearly
identifies a particular location in
the Northeast

v have a title

v include text that presents facts
about the location accurately

v include text that gives reasons
people would enjoy visiting the
location

Multiple-choice Test
Use the multiple-choice test on
page 56.

is http:/ /pbscyberschool.pbs.org
/snow/index_snow.html.
Encourage students to think
about how snowboarders use
the shape of the halfpipe to
help them accelerate and do
spins and flips. Students can
choose either downhill or
freestyle snowboarding and
make a poster explaining how
gravity, friction and forces
affect the snowboarder.

One good source of information

Use the following assessment
options to assess students’
understanding of “The
Northeast Today”.

Science

‘Newton’s First Law says that a

body in motion stays in motion
and a body at rest stays at rest
unless acted on by an outside
force. Have students research
the role of gravity, friction and
forces in snowboarding.

Students and parents can read
one of the Washington Irving
stories, such as “The Legend
of Sleepy Hollow” or “Rip Van
Winkle.” They can also watch a
movie version of “The Legend
of Sleepy Hollow.” As they
read, students should discuss
with their parents how the
author combines factual
information about the area
with fictional actions that make
the story interesting. Students
and parents can discuss how
stories become legends and
help to build the heritage for a
region. Students should be
prepared to discuss their ideas
with the class.

The Northeast Today




The Northeast Today
S HFRILE

Learning Objectives

10

Cannibalistic crustaceans,
mummers, snurfing, and
comfort food are just a few
of the topics covered in “The
Northeast Today”. Through
narrative, historical and
contemporary photographs,
and interesting facts, “The
Northeast Today” introduces
the reader to many aspects of
this region. Each article in this
part is based on a social
studies theme and gives
students a taste of the physical
and cultural geography of the
Northeast. This part offers
articles on lobstering, the
origins of the American Diner,
the Mummers Parade, and
snowboarding. We visit Sleepy
Hollow, Chocolate Town, and
Fort McHenry, where “The Star
Spangled Banner” was written.
What do you get if you order
bird seed and cow juice? What
became of Ichabod Crane?
What’s a halfpipe? These and
other questions are answered
in “The Northeast Today”.

Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, and
Washington, D.C., comprise
the northeastern region of the
United States. Baltimore’s
waterfront and Maine’s Acadia
National Park are two
contrasting places of interest,
one urban and the other rural.
Diners originated in the
Northeast in the late 1800s,
while snowboarding became
a popular sport in the late
1900s. “The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow,” based on a town

in New York, remains an
important piece of American
folklore. Milton Hershey built
his world-famous candy
business in Pennsylvania while
serving his community by
founding a school for orphans.
Also in Pennsylvania, the
annual Mummers Parade
brings communities together
in celebration of a new year.




Focus on Reading

Activate Prior Knowledge

Have students name places of
interest in the Northeastern
region that they have visited or
want to visit and give reasons
for their choices.

Draw the table below on the
board and have students copy
it into their notebooks. Tell
students that the words listed
relate to the Northeast. Have
them work in pairs to fill in the
2nd column and then check
their answers after they have
read the articles.

Preview

Give students time to preview
this part. Have them first look
at the overview and then skim
through the pages, looking at

the photographs. Ask:

How is this part organized?

What is the purpose of the
questions in the Overview?

Will you be reading about the
present, the past, or both? How
do you know?

Set Purpose

Ask students what they would
need to know about a region
of the country to understand
what it would be like to visit
or to live there. Have students
decide what they particularly
want to learn about the

% Vocabulary Strategy:
Use Context Clues
Activity Master, Page 14

Have students turn to page 11.
Point out the word cannibal
and have a volunteer read the
sentence containing that word.
Then have the student read the
sentence before and after the
one containing the word. Ask:

What do you think the word
cannibal means?

Explain that using context clues,
or the words before and after
the one you don’t know, is a
good strategy for understanding
unfamiliar words. Before
referring to the notes, students
can practice the strategy using
these words:

.N.T"il;Northeast Today

Northeast. architect Great Depression
burrow halfpipe
crustacean mummer
freestyle

Word Related to the Northeast What | Think It Means What It Does Mean
“crustaceans”

“diner”

“snurfing”

“mummer”

My Notes
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Focus on Reading (continued)

5&&%

| % Read Strategically:
Draw Conclusions
Activity Master, Page 15

Assign each article in this part
as independent reading. Have
students use the Activity Master
on page 15 as a study guide as
they read. Explain that readers
draw conclusions about people
and events using facts and
details they read and what they
already know. As students read,
they can write details and facts
that will help them answer the
questions about the Northeast.

Strategy Tip: Use a graphic
organizer

If students have difficulty
organizing the content of the
various articles, they can create
webs to aid comprehension.
Explain that a web can help
organize details about a topic.
Suggest that students create a
web for the main idea of each
article, for example, “Touring
the Northeast.”

Students can share their webs
and ask for clarification during
class discussion.

Responding

Initiate a class discussion to
assess reading comprehension.
Ask questions such as:

In what ways does the Northeast
depend on coastal activities?
(main ideas and details)

What are the two major
geographic features of the
Northeast? (summarize)

What are the two main types
of snowboarding? (summarize)

Why were diners so popular?
(draw conclusions)

Why did Milton Hershey care
about how his workers lived?

(draw conclusions)

National
Aquarium

12

Baltimore's
Waterfront

Touring the
Northeast

Acadia
National
Park

% Writing and Research:

Create a Travel brochure
(expository)

Activity Master, Page 16

Tell students that they work for
the tourism department for one
of the states in the Northeast.
Students can work in pairs or
independently to create a
travel brochure for one of the
attractions mentioned in this
part. Encourage students to
use other resources to conduct
additional research for their
brochures by reading travel
guides or using the Internet.

Students can use the Activity
Master to generate ideas for
their brochures.

Communicating: Speaking/Listening
Give an oral presentation

In small groups, students can
take turns explaining the words
and pictures in their travel
brochures.

Students making the
presentation should.

v present material in an organized and
interesting manner

v explain why they chose the attraction
v make eye contact with listeners

Listeners should
v listen politely
v determine main ideas

v ask questions to clarify
understanding



Extend and Assess

Guidebook to the Northeast
Organize students into small
groups. Each group should
write about one of the areas or
attractions described in this
part. Be sure that each article is
covered. Students can find
information and pictures in
addition to those provided in
the book. Each group should
then create a chapter for a
guidebook to the Northeast.
Chapters should include an
overview of the area or
attraction, as well as
illustrations, maps, descriptions,
and other relevant information.
Provide time for groups to
share their information.
Assemble the chapters and
make the guidebook available
in the classroom.

% Map
Activity
Activity Master, Page 17

Students can use the map and
book to label important places
in the Northeast and answer
the questions.

Use the following assessment
options to assess students’
understanding of “The
Northeast Today™”.

Science

Questions
Students can answer the
following questions.

1 What happened at Fort McHenry?

2 What can you learn from folklore
such as the legend of Sleepy Hollow?

3 Why do lobsters molt?

4 When and why did diners stop being
popular?

5 Why is the Mummers Parade an
expression of culture?

Assessment Activity

Students can create a travel
poster for a location of their
choice in the Northeast.

Posters should:

v include an illustration that clearly
identifies a particular location in
the Northeast

v have a title

v include text that presents facts
about the location accurately

v include text that gives reasons
people would enjoy visiting the
location

Multiple-choice Test
Use the multiple-choice test on
page 56.

Newton'’s First Law says that a
body in motion stays iri motion
and a body at rest stays at rest
unless acted on by an outside
force. Have students research
the role of gravity, friction and
forces in snowboarding.

One good source of information
is http:/ /pbscyberschool.pbs.org
/snow/index_snow.html.
Encourage students to think
about how snowboarders use
the shape of the halfpipe to
help them accelerate and do
spins and flips. Students can
choose either downhill or
freestyle snowboarding and
make a poster explaining how
gravity, friction and forces
affect the snowboarder.

Students and parents can read
one of the Washington Irving
stories, such as “The Legend
of Sleepy Hollow” or “Rip Van
Winkle.” They can also watch a
movie version of “The Legend
of Sleepy Hollow.” As they
read, students should discuss
with their parents how the
author combines factual
information about the area
with fictional actions that make
the story interesting. Students
and parents can discuss how
stories become legends and
help to build the heritage for a
region. Students should be
prepared to discuss their ideas
with the class.

13
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Name ~ The Northeast loday

Vocabulary: Use Context Clues -

The words below are from “The Northeast Today”. Find each word or phrase in the
book. Before referring to the notes, read the sentence that contains the word or phrase
and the sentences before and after. Write the meaning of each word or phrase based on
how it is used.

Then use the definitions in the notes or dictionary to check your answers.

crustacean (page 11)

burrow (page 11)

halfpipe (page 24)

freestyle (page 24)

architect (page 28)

(page 28)

14 Activity Master: Vocabulary



Name . The Northeast Today

Reading: Draw Conclusions

You draw a conclusion by putting together new facts and details with what
you already know. As you read “The Northeast Today”, finish the chart below

adding facts and details.

.

° Baltimore’s waterfront is important
historically and is fun to visit.

A lobsterman has a long, difficult
% workday.

It takes a lot of practice to be good
at snowboarding.

e Milton Hershey built that community.

Select another group of facts from the book and draw a conclusion of your own.

Activity Master: Reading Strategies 15



Name The Northeast loday

Writing: Prewriting

You are to design a travel brochure for one of the attractions or places
mentioned in this part. Your goal is to give people information about the
place and encourage them to visit. To help you organize your ideas, answer
the questions below.

i
%

1. Which place or attraction from “The Northeast Today” would | most like to visit?

2. What are the most interesting features of this place or attraction?

3. What pictures can | include that will make people want to visit this place or attraction? |

Use this checklist to help you include important information.
D Title for the brochure '

|:| Opening sentence for the brochure copy

S

A w

D Description of the location or attraction

D Three colorful phrases that describe the place or attraction

D Importance of the place geographically, economically, historically, or culturally e ‘ik

-

[] Three reasons that people should visit

>
&

“ D Closing sentence to encourage people to visit

16 Activity Master: Writing



