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Ningbo: Your Choice for Travelling
+—--an Unbelievably Beautiful City with "
a Long History ' .

Ningbo is .a coastal ~city famous for iits' cultural
monuments and historical sites.

It ‘has long been acclaimed -as " prospefuus commercial
:port and bright pearl-of thd East Sea” andis honoured as”
Golden  place” by many foreigners. Intoxicating is - her
magnificent natural beauty of lakes and mountains,and her
classical elegant gardens make you reluctant to leave. Many
people regard it as a life—long pleasure to be here once,

Ningbo is a city with old civilization. As early as 7,000
years ago,the hard — working and kind — hearted ancestors
lived and struggled on this fertile and intelligent land and
created the brilliant and honourable ‘Hemudu Culture by
their 'wisdom. In 222 B. C, Qin dynasty established three
counties; Yin,Mao,Gou zhang which are under the charge
of Huiji Jun (Jun is an administrative unit in Qin dynasty);
At the 26th year of Kaiyuan Period in Tang Dynasty (738 A.
D),when a new administrative unit —Zhou (prefecture) was
established to incorporate counties, the three counties were
referred to as Ming Zhou because of the Mt, Si Ming there.
At the first year of Changging Period in Tang dynasty (821
A. D), Han , the governor of Ming Zhou moved the
prefectural capital from Xiaoxi to Sanjiang Kou(i. e. today’s

3



old city proper of Ningbo),constructed the interior city (i.
e. today’s Drum Building area), and built commercial
centers. So far, Ningbo City was actually set up. At the
first year of ShaoXi period in Nansong dynasty (1190 A. D.)
it was promoted to be Qingyuan Fu (a higher administrative
unit). At the 14th year of Hongwu Period in Ming dynasty
(1381 A.D.), to avoid using the to be word " Ming” (for
Ming has the same title of the reigning dynasty),Ming Zhou
was renamed as Ningbo,which came from the meaning that
"Peaceful sea leads to a quiet scene.” By now ,the name has
been used for over 600 years.

The long history of this time — honoured city left the
descendants glorious treasure of culture and arts and
enormous scenic spots and historical sites. She is well —
known for her plentiful cultural and natural scenery. There
are 213 cultural spots which are cautiously protected,
among which, Hemudu Culture Relics, Tianyi Pavilion, Ta
shan Weir, Baoguo Temple and the Kiln relics of Yue (a
small ancient country in the South of China) at Shanglin
Lake are countrywide protective relics of China. The
excavation of Hemudu village indicates that Ningbo,as an
ancient city belonging to Yangtse River Valley,is also the
cradle of the glorious Chinese culture, like Yellow River
Valley. Tianyi Pavilion not only collects a rich amount of
hooks, but the pavilions, the forests of steles, buildings on
the terrace and gardens were ingeniously constructed and all
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these accounts for a harmoneous combination and a wonder
of scenary. In Tassha Weir, built in Tang dynasty, lies a
huge never —rotten block, whenever a heavy rain stops,the
flood discharge results in turbulent pouring down of
Guanyin waterfall, full of daring and power. Banguo
Temple is an ancient wooden —structured temple, which is
the most intact one in the South of China. Inside,the layout
of the hall is unique and original ;the roof beam is enveloped
by the hollowed —out caisson ceiling, thus being called "no
— beam hall”. In the kiln relics of Yue at Shanlin Lake,
there are more than 90 ancient kilns which have been
discovered from East Han dynasty to North Song dynasty.
The overlap of mountains and water in the area make up
fascinating scenery. Besides,there are many other places of
historic interest and scenic beauty, such as : Dongqian Lake
which is thought of having the scenery of the West Lake and
the breadth of spirit of Taihu Lake, Tian Tong Temple
which is called the center of Buddhism of the southeast,
Aryuwang Temple, noted for the preservation of
Sakyamuni's real relics, Mt. Zhaobao at Zhenghai which "
locates at the east of Zhejiang in the south of China but
laughs towards Yumeng pass in the north of China”, Xikou
scenic area consisting of Xikou town, Mt. Xuedou and
Tingxia Lake. In addition, there are the Moon Lake ,Haishu
Building, Tianfeng Tower, Seven — tower temple,
Longshanbo Temple, the warm spring of Nanxi and so
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forth. All of these scenic spots and historical sites are
fascinating and intoxicating. Each year millions of tourists
from home and abroad come to Ningho for travelling and
make great contribution to the tourism industry of Ningbo.

Now Ningbo is steadily progressing towards being an
international port city. Being a beautiful city with long
history, Ningbo undoubtedly renders a deep impression and

good memory to guests from everywhere.
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