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In the early 1960s, with the Crafts School of T ou-Sé-W¢ Orphanage closed,
a vigorous revolution made all the historical documents of T ou-Sé-Weé lost,
having nothing left. In order to unearth the history and culture that has been
buried, Cultural Bureau of Xuhui District cooperated with of History and
Religion Departments of Fudan University, Supplement Department of Xin Min
Evening News and Zi-Ka-Wei Community Administration Office to hold T ou-
Sé-We Culture and History Forum that more than 100 people including experts,
scholars and those from all walks of life attended. The wonderful lectures given
by 20 experts and scholars evoked great repercussions in Shanghai academia
and Xuhui District. Therefore, we had an idea of arranging, editing and
publishing the content of the Forum and protecting and passing on T ou-Sé-Weé

culture and history completely.

The source of this book consists of three parts. First, 14 articles written by
experts and scholars including Professor Su Zhiliang who is the dean of College
of Humanities, Shanghai Normal University, Researcher Wang Renfang who
is the director of Zi-Ka-Wei Bibliotheca, Researcher Chen Yaowang who
wrote Biography of Zhang Chongren, Han Jiandong who is the curator of
Xuhui Library and Wu Renhong who works in Xuhui Administration Office
of Cultural Relics were successively published in Shanghai Xin Min Evening
News during the Forum. Second, we select parts of articles published in
newspapers in succession after the Forum, such as those written by Researcher
Huang Shulin who is the director of Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection
Office of Xuhui District and Chen Jie who is the editor of Shanghai Academy of
Social Sciences. Third, we specifically invite scholars who study the history of
T ou-Se-We to write articles, such as Professor Ma Lin of Shanghai University
and Zhang Xiaoyi who is the young scholar of Shanghai Library. These articles
cover history, religion, architecture, language, painting, printing, publishing
and craft art. Some articles tell the comprehensive and systematic history of
T’ou-Se-We, such as The Important Organization of the Catholic Church in
Shanghai by Zhang Hua who once worked in United Front Work Department
of the CPC Shanghai Municipal Committee. Some articles make a careful and
detailed analysis of the historical evolution of T’ou-Sé-We and the past stories
of its different departments, such as The Setting Sun of T’ou-Sé-We by Ma Jun
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who is the researcher of Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences. I also write an
article about the rough experiences of Chinese Gateway of T’ou-S&-We. It was
once sent from Shanghai T’ou-Sé-W¢ to San Francisco America to participate
in the World Exposition. After traveling thousands of miles and being stranded
in Europe, it was eventually collected by T’ou-Sé-Wé Museum in June of last
year, returned to its owner from the other side of the ocean. Some writers were
influenced by the masters in T’ou-S¢-W¢, such as The Last Paint in T ou-Sé-We
by Ye Zhaocheng who is the artist of T’ou-Se-W¢ and Xu Baoging and T ou-
Se-We by Tang Zhaoji who is the craft master of T’ou-5¢-We, Xu Baoqing’s
student and senior craft artist. This book has only 29 articles, but its content is
rich and the cited documents are valid, many of which opened to the public and

cited for the first time.

In the current tide of commodity economy, people become impetuous. They
write lengthy articles instead of short ones that appeal to refined taste and are
gradually marginalized. However, experts and scholars who participate in this
forum create a short but forceful style of writing for historical study. Professor
Li Tiangang of Fudan University writes a magnificent and roundabout article.
It describes the process of finding T’ou-S&-W¢é watercolots that participated in
1915 World Exposition. This article has only 1 000 words, containing narration
and comment. Its ending also leaves people thinking. This fresh and lively
article brings out what is difficult to understand in easy language. Professor
Zou Zhenhuan of the same university also sorts out a deed praised far and wide
that T’ou-Sé-We promoted Latin education and found Aurora College from
voluminous ancient books and records meticulously, which is full of interest.
Researcher Zhang Wei who studies the history of modern Shanghai has rich
documents in Shanghai Library. In addition, he has studied Shanghai cultures
for many years, so he find the historical documents about the head of T ou-
Sé-We painting house and Xu Yongqing who was the first person of Chinese
watercolors that almost disappears. Professor Li Chao of Shanghai University
who studies the educational history of art writes an article of 1 000 words that
concentrates the essence of the books about the history of Chinese oil paintings
that he writes. He collates the artistic styles of two heads of T’ou-Sé-We
painting house and their systems of inheritance thoroughly and meticulously,



making important discoveries. At the same time, these experts and scholars also
serve as the cultural consultants on the construction of T’ou-Sé-We Museum,
giving advice and making suggestions. Here, I would like to express my deep

gratitude to them!

It is a comfort to see that the generation after 1980s who protect cultural
heritage in Xuhui District including Feng Zhihao, Song Yanping, Ding Hui,
Zhang Jie and Qiang Zhonghua are ambitious and capable of outstanding
achievements although they are not working too long. They talk about old
anecdotes and historical perception of T ou-S¢-Wé from different sides after
summarizing and researching the documents that are collected. They research
precisely and describe events delicately, making people ponder after reading
them. We are surprised at their bravery, believing that they will excel their
masters in a couple of years.

“In the past, exchanges of different cultures have been repeatedly proven to be
a milestone in the development of human civilization.” T’ou-Sé-Wé culture was
brought by foreign missionaries. Some of them received good education and
specialized training in Western countries. In order to preach and teach Chinese
common people Western cultural forms and advanced science and technology,
they combined them with local cultures, creating a new style in modern
Shanghai. Today, in order to build a spiritual home of the Chinese nation, we
explore 100-year history of T ou-S¢-We, absorb and learn from achievements

of world civilization and continue Shanghai context.

Xuhui District will build T’ou-Sé-W¢ Museum that is open to the public on
the former site of T’ou-S&-We in a few months. I hope readers and visitors will
realize and remember the past history with the help of this book and T’ou-Se-We

Museum.

Song Haojie
On the evening of March 13, 2010
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