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Preface

It is always exciting to meet someone who shares an interest in Design History. This
is even more so when that person comes from another country, bringing with him
the promise of fresh perspectives and new questions. Such was the case when Yang
Xiaobin expressed an ambition to join Design History RCA, the research unit attached
to the postgraduate course in History of Design at the Royal College of Art, once
Xiaobin heard that he had been awarded a scholarship to study in London for the
academic year of 2008—2009. So we have one year to talk about design culture.

Xiaobin arrived in London in September 2008 — one of the most active moments
in the design year in the UK. He could immediately take in Design London and
Architecture Day before familiarising himself with the larger institutions with their

permanent collections and seasonal exhibitions of art, design and architecture.

Xiaobin’s research has embraced visiting architectural sites, attending lectures,
participating in workshops and conferences, as well as observing postgraduate
teaching in various design fields. He has visited a variety of design exhibitions,
often recording them with his own photographs. It is also fascinating to see when
Xiaobin’s gaze has extended beyond the borders of the UK. This volume includes
essays on Alessi and Scandinavian Design, for example, prompted by the author’s
interest in how these distinctive design identities have been cultivated through a

combination of intelligent design and astute cultural promotion.

This volume contains a series of illustrated essays which Xiaobin has written in a
remarkably short time. They offer case studies for students, lecturers and the wider

interested public. His writing is perceptive, intelligent and thought provoking.

It is with great pleasure that I introduce the work of Yang Xiaobin to readers in the
Chinese and English language. I have no doubt this book will make a significant

contribution to the future debate about design in China and beyond.

Professor Jeremy Aynsley
Royal College of Art, London UK
Mar 2010
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