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A Root—seeker in the Art World
(by way of introduction)

by Li Zhengming

At the foot of the grand Mount Taishan,there is a root—seeker in the art world.

Entering his art world of root carving,you sill feel nice and comfortable and acclaim it as the acme of
perfection

Is it the magical stroke made by Piccaso? Is it the masterpiece left by Marttes? Is it from the wan-
dering inspiration of Pu Liuxan(Pr Songling)? Is it from the madness left by the eight strange Chinese
painters in Qing Dynasty?

This is the flying Apsaras in the frescoes of the Dunhuang Caves ,ahd that is the buddha in the Pil-
grimage to the West. Sometimes you seem to hear the pleasant sounds of nature from the works of
Zhuangzi and Lisao (Elegy on Encountering Sorrow) s sometimes to meet the mysteriousness of Zhowyi
(Book of Changes)=++*+*

Here is the formation of heaven and earth,and here is the rebuilt heaven and reduced world returning

to a hazy view——this is the labyrinth of root carvings made by Sun Zongquan.

(I

“f there is something in human society ,there is a same one underground ! "This is his first article of

creed.

As a result, there are in his labyrinth series of fine root carving like “the fox borrows the tiger's
fierces (by walking in the latter's company)”,“a heabenly steed soaring across the skies”, “fighting "and
“whispering”. These works of root carving are natural ,simple and vigorors ,abstract but not wild,lifelike
but not vulgar. They represent history,future and surely much more modern life. They have been highly
praised by lots of audience and bosom friends for their interesting new approach and deep connotn. They
have been awarded the golden medal in China National Exhibition of Root Carving and the first prizes in
the exhibitions held by provincial or the municipal authorities.

“If there is something in the mind,there is a same one underground ! ”This is his second article of
creed.

As a result,there have been created the masterpieces like “flying Apsaras” and “dream”. In these
works , poems and pictures ,songs and tears can be found but not history , future ,time and space. Being ob-
scure , these works are freed from real shapes to get the spirit , within sight but beyond reach,and too
highbrow to be popular. This is why Gao Fei,an expert from Taiwan ,exclaimed like being awakened from
sleep: “This is the real style of Piccaso! ”This is why a woman artist of root carving from Guangzhou City

felt lost in the work of“Flying Apsaras”. She enjoyed herself so much as to forget to go home ,exclaiming

again and again: “This is really superb!”




These two articles of creed lead to two different artistic conceptions.

()

“No trammels are held by heaven or earty,and neither joy nor sadness cxists in mentality. It causes
troubles in human society ,just because it becomes intelligent after being carved. ”Its a long story about
the art of root carving. There are many different schools in China.

There is a school of naruralists. Its followers insist on keeping the roots in their original shapes for
their natural taste. If the roots are carved with even a cut or decorated with little colour ,they become un-
natural and worthless and can not be appreciated any more;

And there is also a school of carvers. Its rollowers think that“heaven and earth are not perfect”and
need mending. If it is perfect ,what can human beings do to it? Therefore ,they carve the roots with many
cuts and decorate them with colours like making articles of man—made products;

Mr. Sun Zongquan does not go to an extreme. He thinks that root carving is a special type of art,
which combines the wonderfulness of nature with the cleverness of man. Having the esteem for the beau-
ty of nature, he appreciates quietness and inactios but he would not turn down the beauty of carving and
decoration. He thinks that the works will be of natural interest just the same,if these two types of beauty
can be in perfect harmony with each other. Therefore ,carving the roots according to their original shapes
with one’s cleverness should play an important role in the art of root carving.

In a word, he appreciates quietness and inaction as well as the way of touching a stone and turn—ing
it into gold. to have a thorough understanding of different schools,to learn from them to improve con-
stantly his skill ,and to achieve mastery through a comprehensive study of the subject so as to develop a

school of his own——this is the way he would like to take.

(V)

At present ,the art of root carving is popular in the world,and root —seekers sre found everywhere.
What are they busy at?

Are they busy looking for the natural roots? Yes,they are. The deephidden silent roots support the
whole world of plants. The beauty of flowers,the grace of branches and the strength of trunks can do
nothing but live on the breeding of their roots. Only in that case can they be prosperous and superb. The
roots are respectable for the contribution, let alone the fact that they have formed such a mysterious
world underground !

Are they busy looking for the art roots? Yes ,they are. The origin and development of are,an old




but perplex subject scan only be expressed clearly and completely in the art field of root carving which di-
rectly shows us that :the art root exists in nature and life. Are you confused in other fields of art? Then
come to the art world of root carving where you will comprehend a lot-++

Mr. Sun Zongquan, however , thinks that his purpose is to find the root of life. He has found both
roots of nature and art. He has also found the root of life. Having lived at the foot of Mount Taishan for
a very long time,he is a man throwing himself into the society,devoting his life to his work with much
contribution;and he is also a man free from vulgarity,paying little attention to fame and profit but art.
Furthermore , he is honest ,modest ,diligent and pure. With a good wife and a happy family ,he shows filial

obedience to his parents. He is respectable for his excellent characyer and profound knowledge.

V)

Wonderful skills need to be developed by geniuses ,and geniuses need the nature of wonderful moun-
tains.

Mount Taishan,with its magnificent scenery and profound and lasting history and culture,has bred
elites of all fields and its wonderful art of root carving. Mount Taishan Scenic Spot Administrative Com-
mittee has in time raised the clarion call“to construct a cultural mountain”and“to expand the culture of
Mount Taishan”. The art of root cauving is one of its listed projects on constructing the cultural moun-
tain. With the help of timeliness. favourable geographical positions and the sopport of the people,the art
of root carving in Mount Taishan will be raised to a higher level.

Looking forward to the future ,Mr. Sun Zongquan is full of self —confidence. He has widen his field

of vision: “Surely out to the world!”

Surely out to the world——It means deeper historical and cultural background is required ;
Surely out to the world——It means more distinctive style of Mount Taishan is required;
Surely out to the worle——1It means a higher level of art is required;

“The way is long and hard ,but I will look for the truth all the way. Lay you,Mr. Sun Zongquan ,soar
high in the art world of root carving with your nagical “flying Apsaras”and make your splendid“dream”

come true!
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