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Foreword

J1angx1 Qiyunshan ‘Nature Wﬁeserve,' mtheNorthwest of Chongyi County, lies in the
hinterland of Zhuguang Range, where Nanling Range and Luoxiao Range meet together.
It connects both origin regions of Ganjiang River and Chushui River, which belong to
Poyang Lake water system and Dongting Lake water system respectively. The Nature
Reserve acts as a key transition region for mid—subtropical and south—subtropical species and
preserves the original evergreen broad—leaved forest ecosystem with typical Nanling mountain
character and a wide range of distinctive plant communities. The plant and vegetation here
bears typical transitional feature. Thus, the Reserve houses extremely high biodiversity.

The People’ s Government of Chongyi County established Qiyunshan Nature Reserve
on a county level in 1997, and it was later designated as a Nature Reserve of provincial
level in 2004. By the autumn of 2006, the People’ s Government of Chongyi County
has initiated a significant scientific exploration in ali-round ways to the Nature Reserve
by inviting a group of experts concerned from Fudan University, the Academy of Forest
Inventory, Planning and Design of SFA, Nanchang University, Jiangxi Normal University,
Jiangxi Agriculture University, Central South University of Forestry and Technology,
Hunan University of Science and Technology, Gannan Teacher’ s college, Jiangxi Forestry
Science Institution, Jiangxi Geological Survey Institution, and Jiangxi Meteorological Station.

The Scientific Exploration reveals that Qiyunshan Nature Reserve not only
preserves intact natural ecosystem, but also nurtures the distinctive biological
community, both of which make it as an ideal habitat for plant and wildlife.

2843 high plants species were identified in the Nature Reserve, of which, 3 species are
under I Grade National Key Protection, 14 species are under II Grade National Key Protection,
and 74 species belong to Orchidaceae family. Of special note, 4 species fall into I Grade National
Rare Species, 10 species fall into II Grade National Rare Species, 36 species were listed into the
Appendixes of CITES. Most of the rare species distributes a wide range with abundant original
communities, for example, the Tsuga longibracteata W. C. Cheng covers 608.5 ha., with
276.7 thousands individuals, in which, the DBH of the biggest reaches 82cm. Furthermore,
the natural regeneration of this species is in good condition. What of equal significance is that
Bretschneidara sinensis Hemsi preserved here with more than 8000 individuals, Fokienia hodginsii
Henry et Thomas with 752.5 thousands individuals, There are 25 species of Hepaticae, including
Haplomitrium blumii, Bazzania faurians and Bazzania ovistipula, 19 species of mosses, including
Campylopus hemitrichius, Dicranodontium asperulum and Dicranodontium didymodon, and
genera of Dicranoloma, Clastobryum and Helterophyllum are new records to Jiangxi Province.
A new species belonging to Pteridophyte and Craibiodendron were identified here respectively.
Type specimens of Cyclosorus abbreviatus, Ctenitis chungyiensis originated in here also. Of the
known Vertebrata, there are 394 species belonging to 101 families and 34 orders. 50 species of
which are undet Wildlife National Key Protection, among which, 4 species fall into I Grade
National Key Protection, e.g., Panthera pardus, Neofelis nebulosa, Tragopan caboti, Syrmaticus
reevesii, 46 species fall into II Grade National Key Protection. Furthermore, 20 species of

Pisces, 257 species of Anves, 1168 species of insect, 37 species of terrestrial Molluscs, and 171



species of Macrofungi were found. Of special note, among 182 species of spider, 9 species are
new record to the world. In addition, Qiyunshan Natural Reserve boasts a unique geographical
environment, by which a 46km wide concave passage winds, surrounded by three mountains,
Qiyunshan Peak (2061.3m), Nanfengmian Mountain of Suichuan, Jiangxi Province, in the due
north and Bamian Mountain of Hunan Province in the due west. The passage is an important
part of Western Pacific passage, one of the three passages for bird immigration in China.

In Nov. 2006, Professor Chen Jiakuan of Fudan University made a
special trip to Qiyunshan Natural Reserve. He highly evaluated the rare
and endangered species and primitive environment, also advised the Nature
Reserve on the research, conservation and management work in the future.

As having been appraised by the experts from Jiangxi Natural Reserve Evaluation
Commission (NREC), the result shows that Qiyunshan Naturae Reserve is amply qualified
to upgrade to be a National Natural Reserve., The NREC thus recommended the Reserve to
apply for a National one by due procedure for better preservation of vegetation, rare and
endangered species, maintaining ecosystem of river origin regions, as well as promoting
monitoring and management work. The Collection of Scientific Exploration of Jiangxi
Qiyunshan Nature Reserve will provide an important technique support to the application.

It is a collection of scientific exploration achievements spanning over years. The book consists
of 11 chapters, the contributor of each chapter noted in the fist page of the part; illustrations
in each chapter drawn by the author of corresponding part; the list of plant and animal and
the references attached as appendixes. Dr. Huang Zhigiang of Anhui Normal University and
Dr. Lu Shunbao of Jiangxi Agricultural University have assisted Senior Engineer Guo Yingrong
and Professor Liu Renlin in compiling and arranging the chapters. Master Wu Zhihui of Jinan
University (Guangzhou) has translated the prefaces and revised the summaries in some chapters.

During compilation of this collection, we have benefited from the great support of Jiangxi
Forestry Department, Ganzhou Municipality and Chongyi County, as well as the officials
concerned. Mr. Liu Lizhu, the Director of Jiangxi Forestry Department, have written prefaces
for the book. Moreover, many experts have made selfless contribution to the book. Professor
Liu Xinzhong has brought up many advice and comments while finishing reading through all
the manuscript, which are of great use to the compilation. Professor Ye Juxin of Nanchang
University has examined the chapters in relation to vegetation and plants. Researcher Dai
Nianhua of Academy of Jiangxi Science has examined the chapters on animal. Here, we
would like to take this opportunity to extend great appreciation to the experts, officials who
have engaged in the work and all the members having dedicated to the scientific exploration.

Of the deficiencies of our work we are not less fully aware than any critic of
it, even the severest is likely to be, due to lack of time and experience. We shall be

gratéful for any corrections or suggestions which may aid in making it more efficient.

Author
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