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Is this Jiang Nan?
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9 The Commerce of Jiang Nan BzZz/IE

When spring comes, the river is
green as though blue, how can I
ever forget Jiang Nan

BRDKGUE, 8ERSIm
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Jiang Nan are well-known for their rich cultural deposits and highly
developed economy. When did these watery areas begin to flourish
and how did they achieve their economic and cultural prosperity?
The 6th century to the 14th century saw a very important
development in Jiang Nan. Many talented and ambitious people
moved here to escape disasters of wars. As a result, the economy
and culture in these areas got a rapid development, and they quickly
replaced the Central Plains (the middle and lower reaches of the
Yellow River) and later became one of the economic and cultural
centers in China.

Commerce is one of the most important cultural signs in Jiang Nan.
Of the ten biggest commercial groups in ancient China, half come
from these areas.
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4 The Commerce of Jiang Nan

Jiang Nan are adjacent to the sea in
the east. Yangzhou( esp. in the Tang
Dynasty), Hangzhou( esp. in the
Song Dynasty) and some other cit—
ies in these areas were once famous
commercial ports in China and even
the whole world. During the Tang
and the Song Dynasties, “the Silk
Road on the Sea” started here and
got flourished. Thereafter, it re—
placed “the Silk Road on Land” and
became the most important route-
way for the commercial and cul-
tural exchanges between China and
the west. The large-scale trade with
overseas countries during the Ming
and the Qing Dynasties ascribed its
prosperity to the vast sea. In addition,
this favorable geographical condition
endowed Shanghai with great op—
portunities to take the lead to open
itself to western cultures, which di—
rectly led to China’s historical course
to modernization.

Map of Jiang Nan
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6 The Commerce of Jiang Nan BzIl®E

Moreover, thanks to Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal which is called
“the artery for economic and cultural exchanges between the south and
the north of China” and the Yangtze River, “the golden passageway”
which runs through these areas, Jiang Nan have been a crucial traffic
hub in China, connecting the Yangtze valley plains in the south and the
Central Plains in the north of China.
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Map of the Grand Canal in the
Sui Dynasty
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8 The Commerce of Jiang Nan HziIl®E

Due to the powerful economic strength and the
convenient traffic network, commerce had an
unprecedented development in these areas of
fish and rice. And some important commercial
fairs gradually developed themselves into
commercial cities, totally different from those

political cities in the north.
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A café in the corner of the street
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With numerous narrow waterways, small lakes and bridges, Suzhou
enjoys the fame as “the oriental Venice in the east”. Because it was a
commercial city, many landlords, officials and businessmen came to settle
down, and in the wake of it, many private gardens were built. Hangzhou,
which became a very important commercial city as early as in the Tang
Dynasty, was once called “the heavenly city” by Marco Polo. During the
Tang, Song and Yuan Dynasties, Suzhou and Hangzhou flourished a lot,
and a great number of businessmen came to travel or run business. Since
then, the two cities won a good fame-“there is paradise in heaven and

there are Suzhou and Hangzhou on the earth.”
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Small bridge, flowing water and
household—a dream scenery
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