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Hu Boxiang: A Brief Biographical Outline

A native of Zhaohua, Sichuan Province, born in March 1923, Mr Hu Boxiang, also named Jia
Meng, is a celebrated Chinese painter.

Mr Hu Boxiang began learning at an old-style private school. In 1948, after being awarded an
arts prize and graduating from the Nanhong art college in the City of Chengdu, He earned his
living by teaching at Guangyuan, Sichuan, and by organizing exhibitions of his paintings.

Before settling down in Australia in 1986, he worked as reproducer of ancient paintings at the
museums of the Huaxi University and the Sichuan University, Sichuan. He also worked as a

master painter at the Chengdu Painting Academy. He is a member of the Painters Association
of China.

Mr Hu Boxiang learned from great masters in China and in the West, both contemporary and
ancient, and also from nature. Fine brushwork is his remarkable strong point. He is also a
gifted calligrapher, writer of Chinese classical poetry and player of traditional Chinese musical
instruments. Vast study and a deep understanding of Chinese history and oral tradition
exemplify the fabric of his work.

When in Sichuan province, Mr Hu Boxiang produced a number of paintings for the guesthouse
where Chairman Mao Zedong stayed during his trip in Sichuan, for the gifts department for
Chairman Liu Shaogi’s foreign visits. He has also produced works for Mr Jiang Jingguo, the

leader of Taiwan Mr Hu Boxiang has also painted for the Australian Government’s delegation
to China.

The Sichuan people’s publishing House and other publishing houses have published Mr Hu
Boxiang’s works. His work is collected by the Beijing Hotel and other institutions.



Hu Tao: A Brief Biographical Outline

Born in the city of Chengdu, Sichuan province, in December 1954, Ms Hu Tao, under the
pseudonym of Qiang Wei (Rose), is a celebrated contemporary Chinese painter and poet in
Australia.

She worked in Sichuan University after serving in the PLA for 5 years. In 1984, she immigrated
into Australia and settled in Sydney. A year later, she accepted Australian citizenship. She has
taught fine arts at the Fairfield Evening College, Sydney, and was principal of a private art
school in the city.

As a member of the British Royal Fine Arts Exhibition Society, Ms Hu Tao’s love of art and
painting skills was fostered from early childhood by her father. She was subsequently educated
at the Central Fine Arts Institute, Beijing, China. She has learned from great masters in China
and in the West, both contemporary and ancient. She has also been a keen observer of the
natural environment. Ms Hu Tao is a talented painter, both in the Chinese and Western style,
poet, calligrapher and player of the pipa, a traditional Chinese musical instrument.

Works by Hu Tao include a prose collection, 4 Long Way, a collection of poems, Poetic Soul,
and writing on art history, Fine Arts of the Chinese in Australia: A Short History. She has also
published a number of essays: 7/%e Ancient Poemn “Pipaxing”, My Pipa Playing Stream of
Consciousness and Chinese Culture in Australia. Before immigrating to Australia, her
reproductions of paintings were published by the Heilongjiang People’s Publication Bureau
and other publishing houses. Her paintings were exhibited at home and abroad, and were
awarded various prizes. Some of them were selected to represent China in the United Nations
art competition and as official gifts.

Ms Hu Tao’s works are collected by Chinese and Australian art galleries. Many of her paintings
adorn the homes of Australian political figures and the British Royal Family. Farmer’s Creek,
Lithgow, NSW Australia and Chinese gold digger and vegetable farmers in Australia during
the 19th century. Her two traditional Chinese brush paintings representing Australian history
and present day events have received much acclaim in that country.
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Preface

Mr Hu Boxiang was born in 1923, and is one of modern China’s celebrated painters. Over the
years he has attained excellence in fine brushwork of figures, flowers and birds.

Using traditional Chinese skills and with much experience he has produced a great number of
noteworthy and excellent works. His paintings, flowers, birds and animals are vivid and
graceful. The figures combine realistic natural detail with romance and fantasy and a certain
mystical detachment. His artistic style is simple and at the same time elegant and gorgeous,
His composition is characterized by classic harmony and balance, mixed with a spirit of
intrigue. His technique has been perfected by employing and combining pigments of minerals
and ink.

Mr Hu Boxiang’s other secret is the exquisite calligraphy that accompanies his compositions,
quoting classical Chinese poems in the calligraphic style of the poet’s time. Today he is held in
high esteem while his reputation extends not only throughout the Chinese mainland, and also
nearby Taiwan and abroad.

Ms Hu Tao was born in 1954 and is a well-known Chinese painter in Australia. Her work is
inspired by the Chinese - Australian experience, which she captures with a creative mixture of
Western and Traditional Chinese techniques. Her central theme is the natural environment,
the place people play within it and its connections; binding the depth of the past with the
present.

Ms Hu Tao enjoys a high reputation both in Australia and overseas, for paintings which bring
the Australian landscape to life. She has used powerful imagery within a Chinese theme;
documenting the important historic contribution of Chinese people to the making of modern
Australia.

We publish this album of paintings so that a wider audience in China can have the opportunity
to appreciate the artistic styles of Mr Hu Boxiang and Ms Hu Tao and to acknowledge what
they have achieved. Furthermore, it is the desire of two artists that this beautifully presented
book will promote a cultural exchange between China and the West.
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AOFEEN Art work of Hu Boxiang
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