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Traditions and Customs
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% Custom is a practice or a way of doing things that has been handed down from one
generation to the next. Customs are part of the culture shared by members of a
social group. Many customs begin because people like to know what to expect in
social situations. Like all cultural traits, customs are a form of learned bebavior

and differ among different people.

I. Warm-up exercises.
In our daily life, we often ask for something politely. Proper requests
and responses will help us realize communicative purposes. The following

are examples for your reference.
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Jistening & 5pﬂafﬁnﬂ A

|. —Would you please take a seat over thére, madam? I'll let Mr. Emory
know that you're here.
— Thanks. | can wait here.
2. — Excuse me, sir? I'm afraid this is a no-smoking area.
— Oh, sorry. I'll put it out.
3. —I'm sorry, Brad. But you are going to have to re-do this.
— What's the problem, Ms. Murphy?
4. —Martin? Did you remember to bring back that software | lent you?
— Oh, Kate! I'm sorry. it completely slipped my mind!
5. — Could | trouble you for a minute, Mr. Graham?
— Sure, Emily. How can | help you?
6. — Tom, we are going to have a party in my home tomorrow, would
you please join us?
—Oh, | can't agree more.

7. — Miss Brown, may | ask a question?
— Go ahead.
8. — George, I'm too tired, would you please help me with the math
problem?

— It's out of question.

. Listen to the following dialogue and answer the questions.

[

A secretary wants Mr. Emory, her boss, to look over the letters
she has finished. Mr. Emory is very glad that she has done a good
job because he didn't expect her to finish so soon. The secretary
suggests that she should mail the letters out if there were no
problems. Make a dialogue with the above information.



?@@? W@ | - Short Conversations

Choose the best answer to each of the questions that follow the ten
short conversations.
|. AThey arrived at the hotel just in time.
B.They found the hotel full.
C.They would go to other hote

s.
D.They had to go somewhere else.

2. A He is honest. , B. He looks honest.
C. He looks dishonest. D.He is lazy.

3. AThey tried and failed at last.
B.They've got a good resuilt.
C.They've made great progress despite their failures.
D.They are still trying.

4, A.ln a museum. B.n a theatre.
C. At an exhibition. D.In a zoo.

5. ATaking pure science courses. B.Taking all interesting courses.

Essential College English




Histening & Speaking 3

C.Taking music and art COUrses. D. Choosing the same COUrses.

ATo get something for him to read.
B.To get something for him to eat.
C.To check if he had any letters.
D.To go to school.

A.The white one. B.The brick one.

C.The prettier one. D.The one with a smaller yard.
A. By subway. B. By taxi.

C.By bus. ' D.In their own car.

A. Cooler and drier. B.Warmer and drier:

C. Cooler and rainier. D.Warmer and rainier:

 AThere are 30 students.

B.The class lasts longer than it is supposed to.
C.The time has changed.
D.The teacher has never thought of the time.

i
\
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I. Study the following words and expressions before listening.

regulations M bark (#7) ™
resident ER garbage b g
trash disposal room BB FE AL

Il. Listen to the following dialogue and choose the best answer.
|. A Because she had just moved to the department building.
B. Because she wanted to write a report on them.
C. Because she was interested in them.
D. Because she wanted to park her car.

2. A In front of the building. B, A't the corner of the building.
C. Behind the building. D. Opposite the building.

3. A Dogs. B. Birds.
C.Cats. . D.Snakes.

4. Ao the first floor. B.To the elevator. ‘
C. Outside of the building. D.To the trash disposal room.

I1l. Listen to the dialogue again and complete the following sentences.
|. The woman wants to know
2. Behind the building there are
3. The reason why the residents decided against dogs is that

4. Instead of plastic bags you can use

IV. Discuss why people should obey some regulations when they
live together.

Essential College English




Tistening & Speaking 5

i ?&@? ?@&g@’ Customs Differ Among Different.

People

JPlassage (Ine Individualism

. Study the following words and expressions before listening.

individualism A destiny fria

; accommodate  BH child-rearing . E BT B
Loy R R i e

{l. Listen to the passage and choose the best answers to the questions
that follow.
|. ATheir sense of time.
B.Their devotion to individualism.
C.Their emphasis on responsibilities.
D.Their attention to freedom.

2. ATheir children are separated from their parents when they are very
young. '
B.Their children's opinions cannot be expressed without permission.
C.Their children's opportunities to make their choices will be denied.
D.Their children's preference will normally be satisfied.

3. A.He travels all over the world.
B. He is going to take over his parents’ business.
C.He is ready to lead an independent life.
D. He is thinking about going to a university.

4, A.As very kind to his parents.
B.As unable to lead a normal, independent life.
C.As very clever.




